Sp 4575
APPEAL APPLICATION FOR RENT

STABILIZATION DETERMINATIONS
HECEIVED Saint Paul City Council — Rent Stabilization

310 City Hall, 15 W. Kellogg Blvd.

AAY 2025 Saint Paul, MN 55102
MAY 30 651-266-8568
We need the following to process your appeal: HEARING DATE & TIME
\/ $25 filing fee (non-refundable (payable to the @rowded-lz%) \ffﬁigjﬂq" Appeals Stag)
City of Saint Paul) ] LU DATE: 3006 2. 2025

\ Copy of the Department of Safety & Inspections . _
- TIME: 2'.(XD Q %,
Determination Letter )

X/Aﬂachments you may wish to include LOCATION OF HEARING:
Room 330 Saint Paul City Hall

\_/l"?ls appeal form completed 15 West Kellogg Blvd.

alk-In __ Email __ US Mail Saint Paul, MN 55102

Address Being Appealed:

1420 Yore Ale. APT 209 SowtPaul MN  ES106

Number & Street & Unit Number (if appliable) City & State Zip Code
Apgllant:
Sovo. | ¢ L ee X MM EZACH stmatl .CoM
Appellant Name Email

?'ﬁ'? :hufﬁ?_ b“— Clq C{% Alt Phone Numb
2o 530 A Tepmat

Signature & Today’s Date Is Appellant: Property Owner/ Manager OR Tenant ?

Property Owner (if other than appellant):

Property Owner Name Email

Preferred Phone Number Alternate Phone Number

What Is Being Appealed and Why?  Attachments Are Acceptable
T am  appealina tihe nCrease €XCeCtion

4o  Hae 2/ Tlimiik. Pleask See attachwments
Lov explawnastion.




Overview

Rent Stabilization Appeal Hearings provide the forum for reviewing appeals of Department of Safetv &
Inspections (DSI) determinations on applications for an exception to the City's 3% rent increase cap. The
hearing offers landlords, tenants, and other interested parties the opportunity to appeal and testify about the
determination on these applications. The hearings are conducted by the Hearing Officer who makes a
recommendation to the City Council. The Hearing Officer may recommend that the City Council reverse,
approve, or approve in part, DSI's determination. Appellants not satisfied with the recommendation of the
Hearing Officer also have the opportunity to be heard before the City Council if they wish to appeal further.

Filing an Appeal for Rent Stabilization Determination

Appeals must be filed no later than 45 days after the date of the determination of the Department of Safety &
Inspection (DSI) on the application for an exception to the City's 3% rent increase cap.

In Person Appeals: fill out the appeal form in our office at the City Hall/Courthouse 15 Kellogg Blvd. West,
Room 310 Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Emailed: download an appeal form below, complete it and email to rentappeals@ci.stpaul.mn.us, along with
a copy of the DSI Determination, and any evidence you would like the hearing officer to consider. You will
need to mail the $25 filing fee separately (Check should be made to: City of Saint Paul) to:

Rent Stabilization Appeals
310 City Hall 15 Kellogg Blvd. West
Saint Paul, MN 55102

U.S. Mail Appeals: download an appeal form below OR contact our office and we will mail a form. Complete it
and send it to the above address with the $25 filing fee and any evidence you would like the hearing officer to
consider.

Scheduling Your Appeal Hearing

Hearings are scheduled during the 2nd and 4th week of the month.

The date and time of the hearing for those applications submitted in person will usually be set at that
time. Mailed applications will be copied and returned to the appellant with the date and time clearly indicated
on the form. Generally, appeal hearings are scheduled one to four weeks after the application is submitted.

What to Expect at the Hearing

For each appeal, City Staff will give a report and appellants will be given time to present information,
testimony, or other documents. The Hearing Officer will consider these items to develop a recommendation for
Council. The hearings are informal, but it is still expected that cell phones be turned off and both City staff and
appellants will address one another respectfully. Please email rentappeals@ci.stpaul.mn.us or call 651-266-
8568 with questions about the application or appeal process.

*** If you need an interpreter for your hearing, please call 651-266-8568 to arrange. ***
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Dear Hearing Officer,

I recently receive a notice in my mail that my landlord or property management has apply
for arentincrease (originally cap at 3%) exception and this is my supplemental letter to
appealthe rent increase by my landlord or property management. This is referring to the 12
months contract rental increase limit cap that was approve and went into effect in May
2022.

There are several reasons why | oppose the landlord or property management rent increase
exception application or request. | know these reasons are not base on the apartment's
financialreports and since | am not able to obtain the apartment's financial reports (they
are not public) then there is no way to examine and challenge it from a financial
perspective (like doing or repeating maintenance that was not necessary or unreasonable
hiring of extra staff etc.).

| am asking for you to at least please hear me out and consider these reasons as well or
send it to someone who can. The first reason is that this apartment is an older building (so
meaningit's not like we are living in some brand new build apartment complex). The
apartment carpets (the hallways, entrance and in my unit) has been the same since |
started renting here (4+ years ago) and there is a lot of crime in our apartment parking lot as
well (such as car break in over and over again) and there has not really been any
'improvement’ to apartment security (my car and garage has been broken into also while
renting here so | have been a victim of it as well).

Second reason is that | am a single person occupying the apartment rental unit so typically
if you are just one person you get charge almost the same as having two people on the
lease or rental agreement (this means two people can split the rent but a single person
cannot) so | believe this is already unfair by design and it makes it hard on me already. | do
not have a significant other as of right now but | do hope to have one in the future.

Third reason is because | am a good tenant who has been at this apartment for a long time
(4+ years) and has always paid my rent on time. | do not ask much from the property
management unless it is absolutely needed. | also barely ever request maintenance either
and | remember the one time | did request maintenance for a 'small’ carpet repair it was
hold off for | believe longer than six months (meaning apartment maintenance did not fix it
in a timely manner). Also, the work they did to fix the small carpet repair was really cheap
as well (such as just glueing down a carpet cut from another piece where the color does
not even match either). My garage was broken into from the inside recently (I do have the
police report number if needed) and when they repair it, they just hammer in a wooden
plywood board (does not even blend in or match either) which did not even fully cover the



damage openings. My point here is that the carpet and garage repair are cheap fix so
therefore this is another reason why my rent increase should not go above the 3% limit.

The number four reason to also take into consideration is inflation (items and food cost)
and job pay raise (if you are lucky you will get a average small raise like 0.35-80 cents
increase in pay per year and if you ask about it too much or you want a higher raise then you
might just get replace with a cheaper worker who can do your job for less). Some of my
friends have told me that their rent had increase a lot but their pay at their job has not
(Think of it like how can the rent increase by like 20% when the tenants do not even get a
pay raise increase of 20%... make it make sense?). It used to be that landlords can just
increase your rent as much as they want while the tenant cannot just increase their pay as
much as they want (average pay raise are only like 3-4% or 0.35 to .80 cents per year if you
even get one) so government oversight, regulation and rent cap is very much needed in this
sector or area (plus saint paul has originally voted to have a rent increase limit in the first
place because it represents the best interest of the residents and/or renters in saint paul
right?). This is one of the main reasons | feel that any increase above 3% is not justified.

Now in conclusion | am asking that the rent increase limit be kept at the current 3% rate for
the reasons listed so | am oppose to any rent increase above the 3% rate.

Respectfully,
%7

Soua Lee



