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An ordinance amending Leg. Code Chap. 64 regulating
signs by permitting the conversion of legal nonconforming
advertising signs ("billboazds") to "dynamic display" signs
in exchange for permanently removing traditional legal
nonconforming advertising signs by adding a definition for
such billboards and promulgating regulations for the
conversion of such signs.

Note: Single underlininQ and '°'° °'- show the changes from the existing
Sign Chapter of the Zoning Code as submrtted to the Council for first reading on II/21/07.
Doub[e underlinine and show revisions made by the Planning
Commission when itfinalized its recommendation on 11/16/07 and amendments requested
by the president ofthe Counci[ prior to the public hearrng on 12/5/07.
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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL DOES HEREBY ORDAIN

Section 1

That Legislative Code § Sec. 64.104.B and the vazious definitions
contained therein are hereby amended by adding the following new
paragraph under that Section to read:

Billboard with dvnamic displav. A biilboazd on which the sign messae
moves or changes, or appears to do sa throu2h any method other than
phvsically removing and replacing the sign or its components, whether such
movement or chanee is in the displav, the sign structure itself, or any other
component of the siEn. This includes a display that incorporates a
technologv or method allowin the sign face to chane the image without
having to replace the sin face or its components phvsically or mechanically.
This also includes any rotating, revolving, moving, flashin, blinking, or
animated displav and anv displav that incorporates rotatin panels, LED
lihts manipulated through digital input, "digital ink" or any other method or
technologv that allows the sinface to present a series of images or displays,
except for time and temperature displays that occupv less than twentv (20)
percent of the billboazd face.
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Section 2

That Legislative Code § 64302 entitled "Nonconforming signs;
exceptions," is hereby amended by removing obsolete language regarding
the "move to conformance" and in its place adding new provisions to provide
for and regulate the conversion of existing legal nonconforming billboazds to
ones with dynamic displays so as to read as follows:

Sec. 64.302. Nonconforming advertising signs; eeeAieas conversion to
billboard with dvnamic displav.

Intent and urpose. Studies show that there is a correlation between driver
distraction and accidents. Signs with dynamic displavs can be a cause of driver
distraction. Along highways, signs with dvnamic displays tend to distract drivers if they
are waiting to see the next chane, especially if it is a continuation of the messa eorif
the transition uses special effects. Siens with lettering that is too small to read at a elance

also cause driver distraction; whereas, typical time and temperature signs, which can be
read at a elance, are not a sienificant distraction. This section allows for the conversion

of illuminated biliboazds to billboards with dynamic displavs subiect to standards that

maintain hiehway safet

Dynamic displav technolo ieg s can ereativ expand the advertisin apacitv and eraphic
flexibility of billboazds. However, Section 64.420 nrohibits anv new advertising siQns in
the citv in order to protect and imorove views, aesthetics, communitpride and
investment, and the visibilitv of local businesses. One nurpose of this chapter is to
reduce the number of billboazds in the city.'-..` "- :'-. -.---~--` :° - `---°,_ , =—=`-

a

t:i:.. .  a,,.:_ _,....,.,._ ..i -rt_ ___ :,.:_.. r.t,,. ___..,..,. ,.,.,...:,._ „__i . _rr__

This section allows increased

advertisine through the addition of dynamic disnlav technoloes on existin billboazds
alone certain freewavs in exchanee for voluntarv reductions in the number of billboards

in the citv.
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b) Except in a B4 or BS zonin district, a legallv nonconformine, illuminated billboard
mav be converted to a billboazd with a dmamic disnlav if the following conditions are
met:

The billboard is located within three hundred thiriv (330) feet ofI-94 or

I-35E north of I-94 and is desiaied to be read from the hihwav.

The billboazd is at least one (1) mile measured lineallv alon the freewav
from any other billboazd with a dvnamic dislav desiened to be read bv
drivers headin in the same direction on the highwav.

Onlv one sign face on a billboard structure is converted.

wi..tf . -- - - - • --_ _= ° - _ _ - ._---'.e.: - ___ ---- - __ - ' - ° - --== = _= __

The billboard is not in the visual field of anv residence, reeardless of
municinal boundaries. that is in a residential ar TN traditional

nei¢hborhood zonin district and has windows which are facinQ and from

which the dvnamic disrolav is directiv visible. Visual field means the cone-
sharoed area in front of a billboard drawn on a maro that extends

pemendicular from the center ofthe sien face for one thousand (1000) feet

with a vertex angle of seventv-five (751 deerees and also includes
neriroheral trianeles on both sides of the cone. which are delineated bv

e tendine the line of the siQn face two hundred (201 feet in each direction

from its center and from these two noints connectina to the two outer
points of the cone.

The owner of the billboard shall arovly for and receive a sien permit for the
conversion from the citv.

As part of the permit annlication, the applicant shall a¢ree in writin to
remove permanentiv other existing billboards in the citv; for each scuare
foot of dvnamic display space bein¢ created,  six (61 sauare feet of

illuminated billboard faces. or si eiht (81 square feet ofnon-illuxninated
faces shall be removed Billboards that the arorolicant owns or controlc in

residential zonine districts or anv other

locations desienated for billboard removal bv resolution of the citv council
must be taken down before billboards taken down in other areas of the citv
will be counted towazd this removal reauirement•
1 A..,.., 1..,...i1..1,..:,......a,AL]_,,.:,. A:..a_-'-„ 

a r _ t,:iit,,..._a _ .............i ti.- ..is-aEiE" €`,. ,.: 

Billboards mav be counted toward
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the removal if they have been or will be removed between one (1) veaz
prior to the apnlication and two (2) months followin the issuance of the

permit. The removals must include the complete removal of the billboard
structures including the foundations of any freestandine billboards.

Prior to approval of the si¢n permit, the applicant must aezee in writin
that the citmay remove the billboards if the applicant has not done so
before the new electronic message sin is nut into operation, and the
auvlicant must submit a cash deposit or letter of credit acceptable to the
city to av the citv's cost for that removal. The applicant must also agee
in writing that the removal of the billboards is done voluntarily and the
applicant has no right, under anv law, to comvensation from any
overnmental unit for the removed sins.

L..:i. TPaL,. ,.«...i:...d,.... : .,.A 4L.... .........4 ..l...11 .. ..: C<.4...........

When a billboard is

nermanentiv removed (includine the sien or disalav surface and all

elements of the sien structurel far roumoses of dvnamic disnlav conversion

under this section or when a billboard is roermanentiv removed for anv

other reason. and the owner of the removed billboard surrenders in writina
anv state and local nermits nreviouslv issued for the removed billboard. no

new si¢n and/or siQn structure roermit will be issued for the real nroroertv

on which the removed billboard was located.

If the removed siais are ones for which a state nermit is required the

apnlicant and owners must surrender such permits to the state. The

billboard with a dmamic displav mav not be nut into operation until roof
is provided to the citv that such state ermits have been surrendered.

In addition to the other re¢ulations in this chater, a billboard with a dmamic
displav shall conform to the following overational standards:

All alpha-numeric copy must be at least fifteen (15) inches hieh.

The imaes and messages disnlaved must be static. and the transition from
one static disvlay to another must be direct and immediate without any
snecial effects.

Each imae and messa¢e displayed must be comulete in itself, and mav
not continue on the subsectuent one.
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Each imaee and messae must remain constant for at least  twelve

121 seconds before chaneing to the next one.

No sign mav be brihter than necessarv for clear and adequate visibilitv.

6, No sin may be of such intensitv or brilliances as to impair the vision of a
driver with averae evesight orto otherwise interfere with drivers'
oneration of their vehicles.

7,1 No sign mav be of such intensitv or brilliance that it interferes with the
effectiveness of an official traffic sin, device, € sinal, or the safetv of

the ublic, or located where it would do so, as determined bv the city
traffic enneer.

A billboard converted for dmamic dislay, on which more than twenty
20) percent of the sien face is chan eable, must have a mechanism that

automatically adjusts the sien's brihtness in response to ambient
conditions. It must also be equipped with a means to turn off the displav
or li¢hting immediately if it malfunctions, and the sien owner or oroerator
must turn off the sign or liehtinQ immediately uvon notification by the city
that si¢n malfunctions are causing it to be out of compliance with the

operational standards in this section.

A billboard with a dvnamic disnlav should not annear to be brighter than
billboards with extemal liehtin¢. The billboard'sovner or onerator must

adjust the sign to meet  this brightness standards in accordance with the

city's instntctions. The adiushnent must be made immediatel uvon
receivin a notice ofnon-comliance from the city however the si¢n
owner or operator mav appeal the city's notice ofnon-compliance to the
board of zoning appeals.

Section 3

That Legislative Code § 64.201 entitled "Duties of the zoning administrator" is a
housekeeping measure intended to reflect the reassignment of responsibility for sign
variances from the Planning Commission to the Board of Zoning Appeals previously
approved in Council File No. OS-632 so that Leg. Code § 64.201(e), in order to remain
consistent with other paragraphs in the Zoning Code, shall read as follows:

Sec. 64.201 Duties of the zoning administrator

e) The zoning administrator shall not grant any variances with respect to this chapter in
can•ying out his duties as zoning administrator. Variances may be granted by the

board of zonin apneals. The zoning administrator shall grant a
permit upon a finding of compliance with the conditions imposed by this chapter.
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Section 4

This ordinance amending Legislative Code §§ 64.104.B, 64302 and 64.201 shall

become effective thiriy (30) days after its passage, approval and publication.
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Adopted by Council {`//

Adoption Certif' d by Council Secretary
AY  ,, J/ilir
Approved by P  p f

Date: 

Requested by Depamnent o£

Plannuig and Economic Development

Form Approved by Ciry Attomey

B Pw. .,,.  z- s. O

Form Approved by Mayor for Submission
to Council

By:


