From: Sustain Saint Paul

To: *CI-StPaul Contact-Council

Subject: Public comment on CVS - Sustain Saint Paul
Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2025 6:33:11 PM
Attachments: CVS Official (1).pdf

You don't often get email from info@sustainstpaul.org. Learn why this is important
Greetings,

Attached is the official statement from Sustain Saint Paul regarding RLH
RR 25-30, "Ordering the razing and removal of the structures at 499
SNELLING AVENUE NORTH within fifteen (15) days after the November 5,
2025, City Council Public Hearing." (the CVS demolition item). You can
also find it at this link.

Please enter this into the record for the City Council hearing
tomorrow, Wednesday, November 5, 2025.

Jacob Hooper
Director of Operations and Advocacy
Sustain Saint Paul
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Our Mission

Sustain Saint Paul

champions abundant
housing, low-carbon

transportation, and

sustainable land use in the
City of Saint Paul through
education, advocacy and
political action, to ensure a
more just and equitable city
for all current and future

residents.

October 23, 2025

We are the Board of Sustain Saint Paul, a volunteer-run organization that champions
abundant housing, low-carbon transportation, and sustainable land use in Saint Paul to
ensure a more just and equitable city for everyone.

It is disappointing, though not entirely surprising, that the situation at 499 Snelling Ave
N. has come to the point of demolition. Demolition of buildings is not a desired
outcome for a city struggling with the burden of rising property taxes. However, it feels
unavoidable. The current situation is unacceptable for any part of Saint Paul, much less
one of the most critical intersections in the City. With CVS having pulled back and the
owner of the property neglectful and indifferent, the site has fallen into disrepair that
the city seemingly does not have the necessary tools to address. Graffiti and trash
buildup create an unsightly nuisance while vandalism, discarded sharps, and break-ins
turn the building into a threat to public health. The site owner has not taken any steps
to engage in good faith with the city. With an absentee national chain tenant paying
rent on a long-term lease, the unresponsive owners have no economic incentive to put
this nuisance property to a higher and better use.This situation has negatively impacted
the Midway neighborhood and Saint Paul as a whole.

The situation of this parcel is egregious, though not necessarily unique. We hope that
in the future the city can implement policies that will avoid these circumstances
recurring. For instance, well-implemented administrative citations should allow the city
to address a nuisance long before it comes to the point of demolition.But in the bigger
picture, Saint Paul needs to build a diverse and durable local economy, balancing a
range of services that are more resilient to national economic trends and less
vulnerable to the private corporate whims and restructurings. In part this means
encouraging investment from local real estate developers and nurturing local
businesses who have a stronger stake in the community. It may also mean the
subdivision or more muscular oversight of large redevelopment master plans, more
careful use of tax increment funding, and more focus on and use of traditional
neighborhood zoning districts. We also must continue to press for state-level reform of
property tax policies, including the establishment of a Land Value Tax which would
create a strong incentive that sites like the CVS property do not remain empty for so
long.

This should be the starting point of an important larger conversation about what kind
of development is healthy and sustainable for this city. Sustain Saint Paul aims to be a

constructive and serious participant in that conversation.

The Board of Sustain Saint Paul






