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Who We Are

We are 260 families growing
our own food

*®. On Rice Street near
4% Roselawn in Maplewood

70 percent of us are recent
immigrants, many from
- Myanmar and Nepal

;"'. But we come from all sorts of
{ backgrounds
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We are the world in a garden
Gardeners are from St. Paul, Maplewood, Roseville and beyond
But we really represent the World


Because of Rice Street Gardens

We eat better




Because of Rice Street Gardens

We are

healthier
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People are heathier from regular exercise
We provide health checkups
We helped around 80 get vaccinated
We help both physical and family emotional balance and health


Because of Rice Street Gardens

Customs are respected
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Planting and cooking traditions are used
We sometime share tradional food, music and dance


Because of Rice Street Gardens
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We build friendships
Gardeners span origins, languages, and generations



Bcause of Rice Street Gardens
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People, especially youth, come from as far away as North Dakota, Iowa, and from all over the Minnesota to see what is happening at Rice Street Gardens
They see how multi-racial and multi-ethnic people can live and work together. 


Because of Rice Street Gardens

We know people care about us here

Immigrants learn how to live in their new home

S = : 4
Some from refugee
camps
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Elderly people stuck at home can get out to the gardens and contribute to their family
The students and adults working learn that many in America want them to succeed
The adjustment to the U.S. is easier.
They want to be U.S. citizens


But We Could Lose It All

« The St. Paul Regional Water Services (SPRWS) owns the land .

* They have allowed us to use some of the land for 7 years. Thank
you very much SPRWS!

« SPRWS is willing to entertain a possible sale or sales, but must
recoup a minimum of $2.5 million, which is the price that the land
was purchased for in 2014.

What should we do?
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We are grateful to SPRWS


Current Land Usage __on}.s|te

B

L ——
| i
-

Dev‘g_ldpé}ble land (9 Acres
outside of buffer zone)
RSG. South

67 plots
0.6,—a.cre_sg:_ i

I
I
}.,
ol
1
I
i

= ] 1
L TRE
; &
-l
’-.'A' | -
mA
=
200 Bt (o B Bl t
N Zarron
B B
el B - i
& ke 5
x ]y Balim
| ..“ .
a Ly .
i
._ - h..
L 3
¥ L '
o >
Lo
i o
| - ]
I ,
P {
4 ;
i
B " ' 4
B | T
& ;
o gy g
4 = £l '|




The Area Also Desperately Needs New
Affordable Housing

* Maplewood wants housing, some commercial development, and a
community garden on the site.

» The Rice/Larpenteur Alliance (leaders from St. Paul, Maplewood,
Roseville, and Ramsey County) wants development while
preserving the gardens.

» Developers like Habitat for Humanity, the Rondo Community Land
Trust, and others have interest in developing the area and would
keep most of the gardens.

What do we propose?
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Nothing is certain at this time
It is currently difficult to build affordable housing that is profitable on this site
Support will be needed from many people and organizations.


Our Proposal

-+ | Both the gardens and
~ housing are important
__ .. community assets.
RSG-new area .
. 2.5Acres N RSG keeps north gardens,
N et - 2intalning ;5 ' about 190 plots.
M| _‘_i-l-:ﬁ_‘par_‘____lﬁqng access
- RSG gives up the south 67
plots, leaving 6.5 acres for
housing development
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Here is Where You Come In

We plan to raise $1M to gain control of the north
Rice Street Gardens area.

This will ensure the gardens continue for many
generations.

We already have a pledge for $300,000!

Can you or your organization help?

\— Goal $1M

Currently
$300,000

Rice Stre
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We are asking you to help us raise the remaining $700,000
Don’t think of this as a one year contribution, it preserves the asset for many generation 


Here Are Ways You Can Help

Contribute your tax-deductible donation to:

-Website: htips://ricestreetgardens.org/preserve-RSG (PayPal or credit card)

-Go-Fund-Me campaign: https://www.gofundme.com/f/preserve-rice-street-gardens

- Rice Street Gardens—Preservation Fund
945 Tomlyn Avenue, Shoreview, MN 55126-6047

-Let us know about others who might be interested in helping us preserve the
gardens for the community: ricestreetgardens@gmail.com

Thank you for your interest

in Rice Street Gardens



https://ricestreetgardens.org/preserve-RSG
https://www.gofundme.com/f/preserve-rice-street-gardens
mailto:ricestreetgardens@gmail.com

Discussion about SPRWS and the
Rice Street Gardens

Is the Board willing to consider an offer of about $1M for RSG
to purchase about 2.5 acres probably later in 2023 or 20247

We need that assurance to raise funds.
If we are successful, a negotiation about details would begin.

We think development of housing/commercial on the entire
site will likely be significantly delayed.

This is a way to begin recouping your money.

If a larger development begins to develop, the gardens will
have some clout in the final layout. Rice Street
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