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Minnesota

J E C S h are d Va lu es Sta te men t JUSTICE IMPACTED INDIVIDUALS VOTING EFFECTIVELY

 Allindividuals have the right to be forgiven for past mistakes J@D@E

 All individuals have the right to live free from sanctions in excess of f Rli”E[:]i
those imposed by our criminal legal system through due process.

* The prevalence of de facto sanctions imposed by society upon
Justice Impacted individuals necessitates the creation of laws to
protect these individuals from societal sanction without due process.
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5t. Paul, Minnesota - Code of Ordinances + PARTII - LEG

L]
VERSION: OCT 3, 2025 (CURRENT) = % -
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» Title XVIl - TREES

v Title XVIIl - HUMAN RIGHTS

L Chapter 183. - Human Rights

Sec. 183.01. - Declaration of policy.
Sec. 183.02. - Definitions.

Sec. 183.03. - Prohibited acts in

employment.

Sec. 183.0301. - Disclosure of

medical information.

Sec. 183.031. - Employment

exemptions.

Sec. 183.04. - Affirmative action

requirements in employment.

Sec. 183.041. - Prohibited acts

regarding set-aside.

Sec. 183.05. - Prohibited acts in

education.

Sec. 183.051. - Education

exemptions.

Sec. 183.06. - Prohibited acts in

real property.

Defining “Justice
Impacted Status”

Per Minneapolis Code of Ordinances Title 7 Section 183.01

(passed May 1, 2025):

“Justice-impacted status: The state of having a criminal record or

history, including any arrest, charge, conviction, period of
incarceration, or past or current probationary status.”
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Passage & Implementation in Minneapolis

Protected areas:
e Business
* Education

Ordinance No. 2025-022 File No. 2024-00563

Publication: — MAY 0 9 2025

+ Employment =
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* Labor union membership E——
enc ; pesenedonyer, MY 0 1 205 e WAUDS B

* Professional organizations

* Public accommodations (e.g. a
shop, a gym, etc.)

* Public services (e.g. City police,
City housing inspectors, etc.)
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Protected Class

Ordinances Across ARy
o _— New York City
Amerlca Yy 9 BaltimoreQ
- Atlanta, GA (PASSED) Nashville @ Durham®
» Gainesville, FL (PASSED) Atlanta®

* Minneapolis, MN (PASSED)
e Baltimore, MD

* Durham, NC wiami @
* New York City, NY

+ Boston, MA THE

+ Nashville, TN PRITECTED

e New Orleans, LA

* Miami, CLASS NETWORK

New Orleans Q Gainesville 9

9 Ordinance passed

9 Ordinance in progress
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Why 1s this
necessary:

Protecting a vulnerable population

* 65% of formerly incarcerated individuals are unemployed
at 4 years post-release (Prison Policy Initiative, 2022)

* Formerly incarcerated individuals are 10 times more likely
to be homeless (ibid, 2018)

* Barriers to employment, housing, education & more are
often a hidden “second sentence” for Justice-Impacted
individuals

* Haphazardly applied, discrimination against Justice-
Impacted individuals severely limits reintegration and
worsens recidivism (Othering & Belonging Institute, 2019)
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Formerly incarcerated people face alarming rates of joblessness

Percentage of people not employed among a cohort of 51,500 people after their 2010 release
from federal prisons, compared to the highest recorded U.S. unemployment rate in decades.
For context, the U.S. unemployment rate in 2010, when they were released, was 9.6%.

64% 65% 65 %

6 months 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years US peak
unemployment,

TIME SINCE 2010 RELEASE 2020

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Employment of Persons Released from Federal Prison in 2010, P|R||}S|O|N
Table 5, and Congressional Research Service, Unemployment Rates During the COVID-19 Pandemic. POLICY'INITIATIVE
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Testimony

FROM TWIN CITIES JUSTICE-IMPACTED INDIVIDUALS

Maurice Ward Alessandra Elarae
Founder & CEO, JIIVE (he/him) Smart Justice Fellow, ACLU-MN
(she/they)
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