
New 
Dwelling 
Toolkit 
Overview

HRA Meeting
October 22, 2025 



• Resource for planning 
for, designing, and 
building a principal 
dwelling unit or ADU 
in the H1 and H2 
districts

• Living document to be 
updated and added to 
over time

• Not substitute for 
Zoning Code, Building 
Code, state laws, etc.



H1 residential
Minimum lot size for 
2 principal dwelling 
units: 3,000 sq. ft. 

H2 residential
Minimum lot size for 
2 principal dwelling 
units: 2,000 sq. ft.

Saint Paul 
Zoning Map



Introduction
• Why should you add 

another housing unit 
to your property?

• Principal v. Accessory 
uses, buildings, and 
dwellings

• Differences between 
ADUs and Principal 
Units







1. Getting 
Started 
• Think about what you 

want

• Look for inspiration 
online

• Make a sketch

• Early considerations: 
neighbors, shared 
space, historic district 
rules, parking, utilities



2. Learning 
the Rules
Determine your PIN, lot 
size, and zoning

Learn the applicable 
regulations:
• ADU Standards
• Principal Unit Standards 
• Other applicable 

regulations - design, 
stormwater, parking, 
access, fire safety, utility 
connections, short term 
rentals

Zoning variances



3. Budgeting 
and Finance
Estimate project costs

Financing options:
• Cash and Other Easy-

Access Money
• Loans from Family or 

Friends
• Loan Types – home 

equity, personal loan, 
renovation loans from a 
lender



4. Designing 
Your Unit
Purchasing a pre-existing 
plan set

Construction methods:
• Site-built
• Prefab/manufactured

Hiring professionals: 
architects, designers, 
contractor, land surveyor, 
engineers, plumbing 
professionals

Creating the design



5. Permitting and Approvals

Building Plan Review Permit Process; PAULIE Site Plan Review



6. Construction
• Hiring a Contractor

• Monitoring Construction

• Inspection Process



7. Move-In 
and Renting
• Understanding 

Rental Laws: 
Landlords and 
Tenant’s Handbook, 
Fire C of O Program

• Setting the rent

• Leasing your unit

• Managing your 
rental



Next Steps

● Upload to 1-6-Unit Housing Development 
webpage – www.stpaul.gov/1-6

● Invite staff to review and offer comments, 
corrections, and updates

● Update Toolkit as necessary

http://www.stpaul.gov/1-6
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