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Tou Ger Xiong

Tou Ger Xiong

ARTIST | STORYTELLER | LEADER
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Location of Site

Tou Ger Xiong 
Island

Lake Phalen

City of Saint Paul

Phalen Golf Course
Phalen Drive

Picnic Pavilion

Changsha China Friendship Garden
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Future Projects
MEMORIAL PROJECT SCHEDULE

ISLAND MARKER SCHEDULE

MN Historical Society Grant 
Award & City Match

Year-Round 
STAR Grant

Stone 
Selection

Stone 
Engraving

Stone
Installation

Celebration
Event

January
2026

January
2026

May
2026

June
2026

July
2026

Summer
2026

Concept 
Development Final Concept

Construction 
Documents & Bidding

Sculptural Artist
Selection

May
2026

Mural Artist 
Selection

July
2026

Update with 
Ward & District

Summer
2026

Sculpture
Fabrication

Construction 
Begins

Winter 
2027

Spring 2027 
(Anticipated)

Tou Ger Xiong 
Island

Lake Phalen

Phalen Golf Course
Phalen Drive

Picnic Pavilion

Changsha China Friendship Garden

Potential Memorial Location

Potential Island Marker Location

Potential Island Marker Location

Concept of Island Marker Stone

Concept of Island Marker Stone Scultpure Example: Maggie Walker
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Request of the Commission
Request

Letters of Support

Naming Phalen Picnic Island to Tou Ger Xiong Island and that the naming go to the Saint Paul City Council for recommendation for approval.

 
567 Payne Avenue, St. Paul MN 55130 www.paynephalen.org 651-774-5234 district5@paynephalen.org  

 
 
June 11, 2026  
                           VIA EMAIL  
Brett Hussong, Principal Designer 
City of Saint Paul, Parks and Recreation – Design & Construction 
400 City, Hall Annex, 25 West Fourth Street. 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
 
RE:  Tou Ger Xiong Memorial and Renaming 
 
Dear Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Commission: 
 
On behalf of the Payne-Phalen Community Council, I am writing to convey our strong support for the 
renaming of Phalen Picnic Island to Tou Ger Xiong Island.  
 
Tou Ger Xiong, a Hmong American storyteller, artist, educator, and community leader whose work left a 
significant mark on the Hmong community in St. Paul and greater Minnesota. The renaming of the Phalen 
Picnic Island to Tou Ger Xiong Island will honor his creative and life work deepening understandings of 
Hmong history and culture but also the broader narrative of the Hmong people and the contributions to St. 
Paul and Minnesota.   
 
Tou Ger Xiong was born in Laos in 1973 during a time of war and displacement. Like many Hmong families, 
he experienced the hardships of refugee life before immigrating to the United States. His family eventually 
settled in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he graduated as valedictorian of Humboldt High School and earned a 
degree in Political Science from Carleton College. Phalen Regional Park holds personal significance to Tou 
Ger Xiong as he frequently visited and drew inspiration from.  
 
We are looking forward to the development and installation of the Tou Ger Xiong memorial that will include 
a sculpture, mural, and site finishings incorporating Hmong artistic styles. This physical memorial space is 
where St. Paul residents and visitors alike can celebrate Tou Ger Xiong’s life and legacy. It is apt to rename 
Phalen Picnic Island to Tou Ger Xiong Island to honor his role as a pillar of the community, the continuing 
work of sharing Hmong history and storytelling, inspiring future leaders, and remembering future 
generations. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or require 
further clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vivian Tran 
Executive Director 

MCFGS Co-Presidents: Brian Hammer & William Zajicek 
1492 East Shore Drive 
St. Paul, MN 55106 
October 13, 2025 
 
Minnesota Historical Society 
CSMHP Grant Program 
345 Kellogg Boulevard West 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
 
Subject: letter of support for a mural and statue honoring Tou Ger Xiong’s life and contributions 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  

As Co-Presidents of the MN China Friendship Garden Society, we are writing to express our full 
support for the City of Saint Paul’s project designing and constructing a mural and statue 
honoring Tou Ger Xiong’s life and contributions to the state of Minnesota at Phalen Regional 
Park.   

Tou Ger Xiong was an active and passionate supporter of our China Friendship Garden. HIs 
testimony in our 2021 video of "9 Voices", spoke eloquently of the garden's importance to the 
Asian Community: 

"So, what better way to honor and commemorate these family traditions than with the Chinese 
Friendship Garden where we celebrate family culture and tradition. So, I'm excited that the 
Chinese Friendship Garden will not only plant flowers but plant memories for generations to 
come, and sending a message to the community there that, hey, as Asian Americans our stories 
matter, and that we are here, we are an important part of Minnesota and are here to stay. So, 
congratulations on the Chinese Friendship Garden. " 

Full video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=zZ1GPV5iXZo 

He was also our nimble, funny and kind Master of Ceremonies at the 2021 "New Voices in the 
Garden" Poetry contest which offered readings and awards for works in Chinese, Hmong, 
Dakota and English.  

This project will situate his life and creative work within this broader context of migration, 
adaptation, and community-building, illustrating how his legacy continues to shape Minnesota’s 
evolving cultural narrative.  

As a child, Tou Ger Xiong moved to Saint Paul, Minnesota with his family as refugees. Saint 
Paul’s Phalen Regional Park held personal significance to Tou Ger Xiong, as it was a space he 
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THANK YOU
Brett Hussong, Principal Designer
brett.hussong@ci.stpaul.mn.us


