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LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION (ALPR OR LRP)

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: PURPOSE AND OVERVIEW​

The Saint Paul Police Department uses public safety technology to help protect life, investigate
crime, improve situational awareness, and document events transparently.​ Every use remains
subject to constitutional standards, law, policy, supervision, training, audit, and accountability.​

BODY-WORN CAMERA (BWC) CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELEVISION (CCTV) TRAILER CAMERA

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM (UAS) OR  DRONE



Every use must be lawful, limited, documented, reviewable, and accountable. 
SPPD guardrails are designed to protect constitutional rights, privacy rights, and community trust.​

Law

Fourth Amendment, Constitutional Search Protections 

Minnesota Statute 626.19 

FAA Title 14 CFR Part 107

Policy

Saint Paul Police Department Policy 463.06

Controls / Audit 

Authorized use under law and policy

Trained pilots, flight logs, and Chapter 13 data handling

No weapons; no biometric matching without warrant

Annual report to Minnesota Commissioner of Public Safety

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OR DRONE

Law

Minnesota Statute 13.824 

Minnesota Government Data Practices Act

Policy

Saint Paul Police Department Policy 445.17

Audit

Trained and authorized users only 

Case number and reason required for queries 

Data destruction/retention governed by state statute 

Public log, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
notification, and biennial independent audit

LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: GUARDRAILS AND CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS​



INDEPENDENT AUDIT (OCTOBER 15, 2025)

A V A I L A B L E  T O  V I E W  A T  S T P A U L . G O V / P U B L I C S A F E T Y T E C H N O L O G Y
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A V A I L A B L E  T O  V I E W  A T  S T P A U L . G O V / P U B L I C S A F E T Y T E C H N O L O G Y

INDEPENDENT AUDIT (OCTOBER 15, 2025)

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: GUARDRAILS AND CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS​



Transparency Disclosures

UAS video is not shared outside authorized legal
and policy channels.​

Non-evidentiary UAS data is retained for 7 days,
unless classified as evidence.​

Evidence follows the case retention schedule and
applicable data classification.​

Flights are logged and auditable.​

No Internal Affairs reports.

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OR DRONE

Transparency Disclosures

LPR data is not shared outside Minnesota.

Personal data is not accessible through LPR
system use.​

Queries require training, authorization, case
number, and reason.​

Policy update under review: No LPR placement in
sensitive locations.​

Only trained and authorized users allowed to
access.​

LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: GUARDRAILS AND CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS​



PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: DOCKED DRONE PROGRAM

Unmanned Aircraft and Docked Drones

SPPD has operated an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS)
Program since 2023. The Docked Drone Program (DDP)
expands that program by allowing trained pilots to respond
faster to high-priority calls for service.​

How DDP Works

Drones launch from docks located around the city.​

A drone can reach a scene 2 miles away in under 3
minutes; driving may take 7 to 10 minutes.​

Operated by trained SPPD remote pilots.​

Capable of autonomous response and return, under
pilot control.​

Must comply with FAA regulations, Minnesota Statute
626.19, and SPPD Policy 463.06.​

Not used for general surveillance.



When and Where Can We Fly? 

Minnesota Statute 626.19 requires a search warrant
unless a statutory exception applies. Examples include:​

Active search for a missing person.​

Emergency or aftermath involving risk of death     
or bodily harm.​

Preventing loss of life or property in natural             
or man-made disasters.​

Public event with heightened safety risk.​

Threat assessment for a specific event.​

Public area with reasonable suspicion of criminal activity.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: DOCKED DRONE PROGRAM

PUBLIC FLIGHT INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
STPAUL.GOV/PUBLICSAFETYTECHNOLOGY



License Plate Recognition

SPPD uses Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR or LPR) only for
specific public safety and investigative purposes: 

Recover stolen vehicles. 

Locate missing persons. 

Support criminal investigations. 

Identify wanted vehicles or plates.

LPR Use in Saint Paul

Marked squads and limited fixed/stationary cameras.

LPR reads plates; it does not identify drivers or use facial recognition.

It is not used to issue speeding or red-light tickets.

It is not a tool for generalized tracking; queries must have a lawful purpose.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION AND RTIC



How LPR Works

Search is performed on a specific license
plate within an authorized time window.​

User must enter audit information,
including case number and reason            
for inquiry.​

Results show sensor-hit details:             
Date, time, location, vehicle photo,        
plate photo, and retaining agency.​

The plate image must be verified       
before action is taken.​

Access logs and audit trails allow review  
of who searched, why, and when.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION AND RTIC



How Many Cameras Are in Saint Paul?

SPPD’s use of fixed/stationary LPR devices is
reported through the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension, as required by state law.​

Saint Paul Police: 2

Ramsey County Sheriff (per the BCA): 11

SPPD does not coordinate the placement of
Ramsey County Sheriff devices.​ Public lists and
reports provide visibility into fixed/stationary
deployment.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION AND RTIC



Who Has Access and Manages This Data? 

Data retention follows Minnesota Statute 13.824:                                
Non-investigative ALPR data must be destroyed                      
no later than 60 days after collection.​

Access is limited to trained and authorized SPPD    

personnel and authorized law enforcement partners.​

Queries require a case number and a specific reason.​

Data is not shared outside Minnesota.​

Last six-month audit: no out-of-state searches performed.​

Misuse is subject to review, corrective action, and discipline.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION AND RTIC



Who’s Monitoring? 

Officers in the Real Time Information Center (RTIC)
provide real-time situational awareness for in-progress
and dispatched calls for service.

RTIC use is governed by the same legal, policy, training,
access, and documentation requirements as the
underlying systems.

RTIC is designed to:​

Improve officer and community safety.​

Provide immediate, actionable information to
responding officers.​

Support investigations and patrol functions.​

Reduce uncertainty before officers arrive.​

Maintain auditable use of technology and law
enforcement databases.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION AND RTIC



Lowertown Homicide
September 25, 2024

Officers received a vehicle description and later obtained     
a license plate number. 

ALPR hits identified the vehicle at the Marshall Street Bridge
in Minneapolis and later in Belle Plaine. 

Information was used to locate the suspect in Belle Plaine. 

Guardrail: Specific violent-crime investigation, documented
query, investigative purpose.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS



“No Kings” Rally Threat
March 27, 2026

Threat of a possible active shooter at the “No Kings” rally at   
the State Capitol was received the day before the event.​

A suspect and vehicle were identified.​

LPR information indicated the vehicle was in Florida.​

Local law enforcement in Florida made contact and mitigated
the threat.​

Guardrail: Specific public-event threat, articulable safety
concern, limited inquiry.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS



Helping A Person in Crisis
June 6, 2026

Call received for a suicidal person who had left home and whose whereabouts
were unknown.​
RTIC launched a drone and located the individual near the I-35E bridge.​
RTIC provided location updates; officers located the person and transported
them for help.​
Guardrail: Emergency call involving risk of harm; limited flight for life safety.

Intervening In A Domestic Assault
June 7, 2026

Report of a male and female fighting behind a Jackson Street business.​
Drone arrived first, recorded the incident as evidence, and guided officers     
to the individuals.​
One person was arrested for felony domestic assault.​
Guardrail: Active call for service; evidence retained under case rules.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS



Apprehension of Burglars
May 30, 2026

Burglary reported on Rice Street involving two people attempting to enter a
building with an axe.​
RTIC drone quickly located the suspects and observed clothing/mask changes.​
Officers detained the suspects based on real-time updates.​
Guardrail: Active burglary call; specific location; documented deployment.

Apprehending A Suspect with A Machete
June 4, 2026

Weapons complaint on Lower Afton Road involving an individual reportedly
carrying a machete.​
RTIC located the suspect and updated officers.​
Officers arrested the individual for threats of violence.​
Guardrail: Weapons complaint; limited use to locate suspect and protect safety.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS



Locating Vehicle Involved In A Hit-And-Run
June 9, 2026

Hit-and-run with injuries at Smith Ave. N. and Kellogg Blvd. W.​
RTIC launched a drone and checked ALPR for the suspect vehicle.​
Information helped locate the vehicle and driver; driver was arrested.​
Guardrail: Injury-crash investigation; specific suspect vehicle.

Locating A Fleeing Suspect
June 9, 2026

State Patrol pursuit entered Saint Paul. 
RTIC used CCTV to capture an image of the suspect. 
Information was shared with Saint Paul officers and State Patrol;           
suspect taken into custody. 
Guardrail: Active fleeing incident; limited public-safety purpose.

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS



SPPD’s Commitment

Lawful purpose.

Limited use. 

Trained operators. 

Documented actions. 

Audit. 

Public transparency. 

Corrective action when necessary. 

Safety and constitutional rights together. 

PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY: EXAMPLES OF USAGE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS
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