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Amending Chapter 52 of the Legislative Code pertaining to storm water runoff management and incorporating
by reference the regulatory standards and guidelines of the Saint Paul Stormwater Management Design
Standards manual.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL DOES ORDAIN:

That Legislative Code Chapter 52 is hereby amended to read:

SECTION 1.

Sec. 52.00 Statement of 2022 Legislative Intent.

The Council finds that amendments to the City’s stormwater regulations, first enacted in 2004, are necessary
to ensure that the City continues to efficiently manage stormwater runoff in a manner consistent with
applicable federal and state stormwater management requirements, the Saint Paul Local Surface Water
Management Plan and to adopt as an integral part of efficient storm water management the standards and
best management practices contained in the manual for the Saint Paul Stormwater Management Design
Standards which is the compilation of the City’s stormwater control and review criteria as approved by the City
Engineer. Therefore , the Council finds that amendments to the current version of Leg. Code Chap. 52, as
recommended in 2022 by the City’s water resources coordinator and the department of public works, will
ensure that the City continues to efficiently manage stormwater runoff.

Sec. 52.01. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to control stormwater pollution along with soil erosion and sedimentation in
the city. It establishes standards and specifications for practices and planning activities, which minimize
stormwater pollution, soil erosion and sedimentation.

Sec. 52.02. Scope and incorporation of the St. Paul Stormwater Management Design Standards Manual
by reference.

Any person, firm, sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, state agency, or political subdivision
proposing a land disturbance of greater than one-quarter (1/4) acre that triggers a Site Plan review per City
code or a construction activity of equal to or greater than one (1) acre er+ere within the city shall submit a
stormwater-pollution-control-plan stormwater management plan (hereinafter, “SWMP”) to the city for approval.
No land shall be disturbed until the ptan SWMP is approved by the city. The SWMP must, conforming to the
standards set forth herein-is-approved-by-the-city within the St. Paul Stormwater Management Design
Standards Manual (hereinafter, “SWMDS”), which is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, and which
may, as deemed necessary or prudent by the City Engineer, be administratively amended from time-to-time by
the City Engineer.

Sec. 52.03. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the certain terms used in-this-chapter herein shall have the same
meanings as defined and used under the SWMDS and; which may be updated and amended from time to time
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by the City Engineer. asfollows:
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Sec. 52.04. Stormwaterpollution-controlplan Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP).

Any person, firm, sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, state agency, or political subdivision
proposing a land disturbance of greater than one-quarter (1/4) acre that triggers a Site Plan review per City
code or a constructlon activity of equal to or greater than one (1) acre ermeore within the city shall submit a

SWMP to the city for approval. The City, based upon the current version of
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (hereinafter, “NPDES”) NPDES Construction General
Permit in effect at the time the SWMP is submitted, may also require a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(hereinafter, “SWPPP”) based on the NPDES Construction Stormwater General permit and the SWMDS
standards then in effect. No land shall be disturbed until the plar SWMP, conforming to the standards set

forth he#em W|th|n the SWMDS |s approved by the eC|ty At—a—mm+mam—these—peuu¢+en—abafeement—een#el
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(ea) Stormwater Runoff Rate Control Stormwater runoff rate control is required for sites larger than
one-quarter (4) of an acre which go through the city's site plan review process. Stormwater
discharge into public storm sewers shaII be controlled, |n accordance W|th the department—ef—pubhe
werks—pehey WMDS Re

Post land disturbance activity runoff rates shall not exceed existing runoff rates for the 2-year, 10-

year, and 100-year 24-hour storm events using Atlas 14 precipitation depths and MSE3 storm
distributions. Runoff rates may be restricted to less than the existing rates when the capacity of
downstream conveyance systems is limited.

Discharge of all stormwater runoff and surface water shall be in a fashion so as to preclude drainage
onto adjacent property or toward buildings.

(eb) Flood control for buildings The low floor elevation for new habitable buildings must be a
minimum of ene two (42) foot above the critical one hundred-year flood elevation and at least four (4)
feet above normal groundwater elevation, provided; additional requirements as defined in the
SWMDS shall be applied as specified therein.

(ec) Temporary Sediment Basins For common drainage locations that serve an area with ten (10)
or more acres disturbed at one (1) time, a temporary (or permanent) sediment basin must be
provided prior to the runoff leaving the construction site or entering surface waters. In addition to this
requirement, the applicant is encouraged to install temporary sediment basins where appropriate in
areas with steep slopes or highly erodible soils even if less than ten (10) acres drains to one (1)
area. The basins must be deS|gned and constructed in accordance with the current version of the

NPDES Constructlon Stormwater General Permlt

(fd) Permanent-stormwaterpollution-controls Volume Control and Water Quality.

Act|V|ty |ncIud|nq new development redevelopment and Llnear Projects, with a Land

Disturbance of greater than or equal to one (1) acre, including smaller individual sites that are
part of a Common Plan of Development or Sale, within the City’s jurisdiction, must meet the
volume control and water quality requirements outlined in the SWMDS and the current version
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of the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit.

(2) At a minimum these facilities must conform to the most current technology as reflected in

the current version of the SWMDS MPCA'S puleheahen—PFeteetngNateFQaaMy—m—upban

same—ageaey—s Mlnnesota Stormwater Manual and NPDES pemqtts—fepstefmwatepasseerated
with-construction-activities Construction Stormwater General permit.

(3) Permanent stormwater peHution-controls best management practices (herein “BMPs”) to
be designed by a professional engineer licensed in the state. Constructed controls must be
certified by a professional engineer as required in section 52.04(gf)(3).

(ge) Models/methodologies/computations. Hydrologic models and design methodologies used by
the applicant for determining runoff characteristics and analyzing stormwater management structures
must be approved in writing by the city. Unless otherwise approved by the city in writing, Plans plans

, specifications and computations for stormwater management facilities submitted for city review

must be sealed and S|gned by a Ilcensed professmnal englneer Alt—eemputatrens—must—appear—m—the

(ki) Inspection and maintenance of the stormwaterpollution-control-plan-s-measures SWPPP.
(1) The appllcant must routlnely mspect the constructlon site enee—eve#y—seven—é?—)—days

-quartel:(@—zsa—mehes—m—h#enty—feu%qeups as speC|f|ed in the SWMDS

(2) The €City's inspection-staff is authorized to perform inspections and enforce provisions of
this article chapter as may be required; to ensure that erosion and sediment control measures
are properly installed and maintained. If the applicant fails to maintain proper erosion control
measures on site and/or perform necessary remedial action, as directed by the inspector, the
inspector may take such enforcement action as may be required to achieve compliance.
Enforcement may be, but is not limited to, stopping all construction work at the site, until
necessary remedial actions have been completed and erosion and sediment controls are in
compliance with the approved plans.

(3) For sites that require permanent stormwater pollution-controls management BMPs, a
certification letter shall be submitted after the facilities have been installed to affirm that
construction has been completed in accordance with the approved stermwaterpeoHution-control
plan SWMP. At a minimum, certification shall include a set of as-built drawings,_signed by a
licensed professional engineer, comparing the approved stermwatermanagementplan SWMP
with what was constructed. Other information shall be submitted as required by the City or other
approving agency under the SWMDS.

(4) It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to obtain any necessary easements required
or-other-property-interests to allow city access to the stormwater management facilities for
inspection and maintenance purposes. Such easements must be submitted for review and
approval by the City.

(5) All stormwater-pollution-controlbmanagement SWMP facilities must be designed to

minimize the need of maintenance, to provide easy vehicle and personnel access for
maintenance purposes and must be structurally sound. These facilities must have a plan of
operation and maintenance that ensures continued effective removal of the pollutants carried in
stormwater runoff. All facility operation and maintenance plans required under the SWMDS
shall be submitted for review and approval by the City.

Sec. 52.05. Review.
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The eCity shall review the stermwaterpollution-control-plan SWMP pursuant to the provisions of
Minnesota Statute Sec. 15.99.

Sec. 52.06. Modification of plan.

An approved stoermwater-pollution-control-plan SWMP may be modified upon submission of a written
application for modification to the city, and after written approval by the city. In reviewing such an application,

the city may require additional reports and data.

Sec. 52.07. Financial securities.

The city may require financial security, in the form of either bond, letter of credit or cash escrow, for the
performance of the work described in the approved stermwaterpoliution-controlptan SWMP or SWPPP and
any related remedial work. This security must be available prior to commencing the project.

(a) Action against the financial security. The city may act against the financial security if any of the
conditions listed below exist. The city shall use funds from this security to finance any corrective or
remedial work undertaken by the city or a contractor under contract to the city and to reimburse the
city for all direct cost incurred in the process of remedial work including, but not limited to, staff time
and attorneys' fees.

(1) The applicant ceases construction activities andlerfilling and abandons the work site prior

to completion of the stermwaterpeollution-controlplan SWMP.
(2) The applicant fails to conform to the stermwaterpeollution-control-plan SWMP as approved

by the city, or to related supplementary instructions.

(3) The techniques utilized under the stermwaterpollution-control-plan SWMP fail within one

(1) year of installation.

Emergency action is taken under section 52 08

(5) Emergency-action-is-taken-undersection-52.08. The applicant fails to reimburse the city

for corrective action taken under section 52.08.

(b) Returning the financial security. Any unspent amount of the financial security deposited with the city
for faithful performance of the stermwaterpeollution-controlplan SWMP or SWPPP and any stormwater
and-pollution-control-plan related remedial work must be released not more than one (1) full year after the
completion of the installation of all such measures and the establishment of final stabilization.

Sec. 52.08. Failure of the stormwater-pollution-controlplan Stormwater Management Plan.

(a) Notification by the city. The city shall notify the SWMP applicant, when the City has determined that
any of the conditions set forth in 52.07(a)(1-4) exist. The initial contact will be to the party-orpartieslisted
on-the-stormwater-pollution-control plan-as-contacts SWMP applicant. Except during an emergency
action, the city, at its discretion, may begin corrective work forty-eight (48) hours after notification to the
applicant or party contact by-the-eity. Such notification should be in writing, but if itis provided verbally, a
written notification should follow as guickly reasonably as practical. If after making a good faith effort to

notify the responsible-party-orparties; applicant and the city has been unable to establish contact, the city
may proceed with eerrective work to correct any condition.

(b) Emergency action. If cireumstances conditions exist that pose an immediate danger to the public
health, safety and welfare, the city, upon making this determination, may take immediate emergency
action to abate said eireumstances conditions for the purpose of restoring the site to a safe condition. The

City of Saint Paul Page 8 of 11 Printed on 7/8/2025

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: Ord 23-17, Version: 1

(d)

(e)

city shall, as part of this emergency action, make a reasonable effort to contact and give notice to the
applicant of the decision to institute this emergency procedure actions. Any cost to the city associated
with this emergency action is recoverable from the applicant or the applicant's financial security.

Erosion off-site. If eresion eroded soil breaches the perimeter of the site, the applicant shall
immediately develop a cleanup and restoration plan, obtain the right-of-entry from the adjoining property
owner, and implement the cleanup and restoration plan within forty-eight (48) hours of obtaining the
adjoining property owner's permission. In no case, unless written approval is received from the city, shall
more than seven (7) calendar days go by without corrective action being taken. If, in the discretion of the
city, the applicant does not repair the damage caused by the erosion, the city may do the remedial work
required and charge the cost to the applicant.

Erosion into streets, rights-of-ways, wetlands or water bodies. If eroded soils (including tracked soils
from construction activities) enter or appear likely to enter streets, rights-of-ways, wetlands, or other water
bodies, prevention-strategies,—cleanup-andrepair the applicant’s approved cleanup and restoration plan
must be undertaken immediately. The applicant shall provide all traffic control and flagging required to
protect the traveling public during the cleanup operations and secure required right-of-way permits from
the department of public works.

Failure to do corrective work. When an applicant fails to conform to any provision of sections 52.07
or 52.08 within the time stipulated, the city may take the following actions:

(1) Withhold the scheduling of inspections and/or the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
(2) Revoke any permit issued by the city to the applicant for the site in question.
(3) Direct the correction of the deficiency by city ferces staff or by a separate contract.

a. All costs incurred by the city in correcting SWMP deficiencies must be reimbursed by the
applicant. If payment is not made within thirty (30) days after costs are incurred by the city,
payment will be made from the applicant's financial securities as described in section 52.07.

b. If the financial security described in section 52.07 was not required by the city, or if there is an

insufficient financial amount in the applicant's financial securities to cover costs incurred by the city
to correct any stormwater pollution control deficiencies under this section, the city is authorized to
recover as a special charge to the property, the costs incurred to correct the stormwater pollution
control deficiencies and enforce the regulations of this chapter.

Sec. 52.09. Enforcement.

The city shall be responsible for enforcing this chapter. Any person, firm, or corporation failing to comply

with or violating any of these regulations, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and be subject to a fine or
imprisonment or both. All land use and building permits must be suspended until the applicant has corrected
the violation. Each day that a separate violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. Long term
maintenance requirements for assets built under the requirements of this chapter are outlined in the SWMDS.
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Sec. 52.10. Right of entry and inspection.
The applicant shall allow the city and their authorized representatives, upon presentation of credentials to:

(a) Enter upon the permitted site for the purpose of obtaining information, examining records,
conducting investigations or surveys or for the purpose of correcting deficiencies in the stormwater

pollution-control BMPs.

(b) Bring such equipment upon the permitted site as is necessary.

(c) Examine and copy any books, papers, records, or memoranda pertaining to activities or
records required to be kept under the terms and conditions of this permitted site.

(d) Inspect the stormwater peHution-control-measures BMPs.

(e) Sample and monitor any items or activities pertaining to stormwater pollution-control-measures
BMPs.

Sec. 52.11. Record retention.

The stormwaterpollution-control-plan SWPPP and all changes to it must be kept at the site during

construction. The applicant must keep the stormwaterpoliution-controlplan SWPPP, along with the following
additional records, on file for three (3) years after completion of the construction project:

(a) Any other permits required for the project;
(b) Records of all inspections and maintenance conducted during construction;
(c) All permanent operation and maintenance agreements that have been implemented, including

all right-of-way, contracts, covenants and other binding requirements regarding perpetual
maintenance and;

(d) All required calculations for design of the temporary and permanent stormwater management
systems.
Sec. 52.12. Abrogation and greater restrictions.

This chapter is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed
restrictions. However, where this chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this chapter shall
prevail.

Sec. 52.13. Other statutes, rules and ordinances.

The applicant shall comply with all federal and state statutes and local ordinances including the current
version of the MPCA's general permit to discharge stormwater associated with construction activity under the
NPDES and the requirements of the applicable watershed district or watershed management organization.

Sec. 52.14. Severability.

The provisions of this chapter are severable, and if any provisions of this chapter, or application of any
provisions of this chapter to any circumstance, are held invalid, the application of such provisions to other
circumstances and the remainder of this chapter shall not be affected.

SECTION 2.
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These amendments shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days following passage, approval, and
publication.
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