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DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY & INSPECTIONS (DSI) 

ANGIE WIESE, PE(MN),  CBO, DIRECTOR 
 

375 Jackson Street, Suite 220 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806 

Tel:  651-266-8989 | Fax: 651-266-9124 

 

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
MELVIN CARTER, MAYOR 

A N A FFIRM A TIVE  A CTI O N &   
E Q U A L OP P ORTU NIT Y E M P LOYE R  

STPAUL.GOV 

 

 
October 23, 2025 
 

Wesley Hart 
13130 Quail Creek Dr NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55449 

EMAIL: yangtrue07@gmail.com 

 
EMAIL: wwhart@gmail.com  

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

The building or portion of building identified below has been inspected and is in 
compliance with applicable code requirements for the occupancy classification and 

use listed below. 
 

Certificate of Code Compliance 
Property Address 378 Sims Ave 

Property Owner Wesley Hart 

Owner's Address 378 Sims Ave 

Use of Building Duplex 

If occupancy is restricted, 
describe the portion of the 

building approved for 
occupancy or any conditions 
limiting use of the building in 

the box to the right: 

Approved with corrections. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sincerely, 

Nathan Bruhn 
Building Official 
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Master

City of Saint Paul City Hall and Court House 

15 West Kellogg 

Boulevard

Phone: 651-266-8560

File Number: RLH SAO 25-52

File ID: Type: Status: RLH SAO 25-52 Resolution LH Summary 

Abatement Order

Agenda Ready

2Version: Contact 

Number: 

In Control: City Council

08/13/2025File Created: 

Final Action: 2198 Tilsen AvenueFile Name: 

Title: Making finding on the appealed nuisance abatement ordered for 2198 TILSEN 

AVENUE in Council File RLH SAO 25-49.

Notes: Jennifer Adrian

adrianjennifer9@gmail.com

651-315-9950

Sponsors: Yang Enactment Date: 

2198 Tilsen Ave.Munos email 11-4-25.pdf, 2198 

Tilsen Ave.photos 11-4-25.pdf
Attachments: Financials Included?: 

Hearing Date: Contact Name: 

Ord Effective Date: Entered by: mai.vang@ci.stpaul.mn.us

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 11/12/2025City CouncilReferred11/04/2025Legislative Hearings

Referred  to the City Council due back on 11/12/2025 Action  Text: 

The nuisance is abated and the matter resolved.

No one appeared

Moermond: this is now below 36”?

Supervisor Lisa Martin: that is correct.

Moermond: property is now in compliance and the matter resolved.

 Notes:  

Text of Legislative File RLH SAO 25-52

Making finding on the appealed nuisance abatement ordered for 2198 TILSEN AVENUE in Council 

File RLH SAO 25-49.
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1

Mai Vang

From: Anthony Munos
Sent: Tuesday, November 4, 2025 8:01 AM
To: Mai Vang
Cc: Lisa Martin
Subject: 2198 Tilsen ave E

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location.

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location.

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location.

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

 
Property is in compliance.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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1

Mai Vang

From: Anthony Munos
Sent: Tuesday, November 4, 2025 8:37 AM
To: Mai Vang; Anthony Munos
Cc: Lisa Martin
Subject: 2198 Tilsen ave 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Master

City of Saint Paul City Hall and Court House 

15 West Kellogg 

Boulevard

Phone: 651-266-8560

File Number: RLH SAO 25-61

File ID: Type: Status: RLH SAO 25-61 Resolution LH Summary 

Abatement Order

Agenda Ready

3Version: Contact 

Number: 

In Control: City Council

10/16/2025File Created: 

Final Action: 633 Van Buren AveFile Name: 

Title: Appeal of Johnny E Howard Sr to a Summary Abatement Order at 633 VAN 

BUREN AVENUE.

Notes: Appellant: Johnny E Howard Sr

Phone: 651-894-3216

Email: Jhowardsr721@gmail.com

Sponsors: Bowie Enactment Date: 

633 Van Buren Ave.appeal 10-16-25, 633 Van Buren 

Ave.photos.10-9-25.pdf, 633 Van Buren Ave.Howard 

Ltr.10-30-25

Attachments: Financials Included?: 

Hearing Date: Contact Name: 

Ord Effective Date: Entered by: melanie.zastrow@ci.stpaul.mn.us

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 11/12/2025City CouncilReferred10/28/2025Legislative Hearings

Referred  to the City Council due back on 11/12/2025 Action  Text: 

Grant to December 12, 2025 for compliance.

Johnny Howard, owner, appeared 

[Moermond gives background of appeals process]

Staff report by Supervisor Lisa Martin: orders issued October 9th, 2025 to remove and properly 

dispose of some tires, scrap wood, plastic barrel, metal barrel and miscellaneous garbage and debris 

from the entire property, especially the rear.. Metro mosquito control number given to remove the tires 

at no cost. Issued by Inspector Vang. Compliance date of October 16.

Howard: they’re new tires, on rims on class 5, top of a tarp, sitting in the corner. I don’t understand the 

issue. There are no mosquitos. 

Moermond: are you going to use them?

Howard: yes. 

Moermond: store them inside until you use them. You can’t have tires on the outside. Shed. Garage. It 

 Notes:  
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Master Continued (RLH SAO 25-61)

is clear you can’t store tires outside. 

Howard: I asked Mr. Vang to send me that. That’s really in there? That they can’t be on a surface like 

that? All those tires stacked up as high as a house I see sitting there? There’s a problem with mine?

Moermond: yeah. Clean no on that. Then it is about timing, which we will come back too. I would not 

want to have the City take those tires away, they can’t be stored indefinitely on the exterior regardless 

of how you have them stored. Moving on to the scrap wood and construction materials. What is the 

plan there?

Howard: it isn’t on the ground. Did they send you the pictures?

Moermond: yes. 

Howard: they’re not big black ugly rusted barrels. They match my flower pots. 

Martin: they’re 55-gallon drums. 

Moermond: is there anything in them?

Howard: they’re just painted. 

Moermond: so empty. 

Howard: and I have my decking off the ground. 

Moermond: well, that is a requirement for storage of fire wood, but construction materials no. 

Howard: it is elevated.

Moermond: it is, but it is construction materials. What is the plan with those?

Howard: it is decking. We were replacing boards on the deck a bit at a time. 

Moermond: is there a time when you’ll be done? 

Howard: [no answer to the question] Are the barrels all right in my yard?

Moermond: I’m inclined to say they can stay. 

Howard: the wood is up, behind the barrel, stacked neatly, tightly with a strap around them. 

Moermond: and I will say that storage of construction materials on the exterior of the property is not ok 

in the code, the same way tires isn’t. I am looking for a way and timeline for this to be dealt with so I 

can craft something that makes sense for your situation. I’m not trying to make your life more difficult. 

If you told me that next spring you are replacing the deck then, no problem, that makes sense. But in 

terms of periodically using them when they need to be replaced, this isn’t the place to keep them 

forever. 

Howard: I hear what you are saying. Tell me about the debris. There is a stair tread and ten 2x4’s. I 

ride around the City and it is hard to imagine even being here looking at those pictures and looking at 

the rest of the City. It is 2 x 4’s and there’s garbage all over the City. The stair tread is 12 feet. It says 

other miscellaneous debris. Can you show me in the pictures?

Moermond: they may be talking about the stair treads. Honestly looking at this I can’t see what the 

inspector was referencing for the debris. 

Howard: I walk around---I really like grass. I want to see those pictures. 

Martin: there’s a black tarp under the tires. By the chair there’s scrap wood.

[inspector photos shown on screen]

Moermond: I’m not seeing debris per se. 

Page 2City of Saint Paul Printed on 11/12/2025
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Master Continued (RLH SAO 25-61)

Martin: if they take the tires and leave the tarp—we don’t list out every single item outside. 

Miscellaneous debris—no exterior storage. 

Howard: it says especially from the rear of the property. 

Moermond: is that a cover-all statement?

Martin: yes. 

Moermond: in the back specifically, we have the tarp. Nothing from the front. Department of Safety & 

Inspections uses the phrase as a “catch all”. Is that a single-car garage?

Howard: yes. I don’t think I could have it any neater. The wood in the back is treated lumber. The brick 

thing is a block. There are no loose bricks. What about the chair?

Moermond: that’s an exterior chair, it is fine.

Martin: it is a double garage.

Howard: yeah, it is. After I took the wood out of the garage. I apparently moved it after you took your 

pictures. So, what do you want me to do? I really don’t feel good being here. 

Moermond: no, no one does. 

Howard: its just dumb things. I’m not trying to throw anyone else’s property under there, but those 

barrels—I don’t see the need for them to move. I don’t know. What are we doing here? [mumbles] It 

don’t feel right.

Moermond: one of the things you touched on earlier was how you see garbage around the City and 

you’re thinking this isn’t the same, and I agree. There’s complaint based inspection for both the 

garbage, garbage bags, and the construction materials and tires. I have a ton of appeals related to 

orders and also a ton of assessments for property clean ups on garbage in yard. That’s a ton of what 

the City does in that regard. I do know there’s plenty there and a limited number of inspectors and we 

just deal with the calls that come in. 

Howard: the stair treads on the ground, and the construction material wasn’t even in the picture so, 

wasn’t in the yard either. In my pictures it was more wood, not yours. 

Moermond: the thing is you are looking to be able to keep the tires outside as well as what?

Howard: it is neat as heck. The stair tread, I’m hoping I can return it since it hasn’t been cut. The other 

stuff I just….I don’t know. 

Moermond: is there a reason you can’t store it in your garage?

Howard: I just don’t.

Moermond: you don’t like it in there.

Howard: yeah, I mean. What about on the inside of my yard, the same materials? Is that illegal too? 

Moermond: it isn’t inside a building and that’s the rule. 

Howard: if I have a piece of metal and put it between the two rims, would that be alright then?

Moermond: no. 

Howard: that’s what a trailer is. Two tires—

Moermond: connected to a trailer, in use as tires. 

Howard: and that’s alright. 

Page 3City of Saint Paul Printed on 11/12/2025
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Master Continued (RLH SAO 25-61)

Moermond: They aren’t being stored as tires. Same as tires on a car, which get written up if they’re flat 

typically. The code says it shall be unlawful to accumulate and store building materials, lumber, boxes, 

cartons, portable storage containers, intermodal storage containers, or other containers. Machinery, 

scrap metal, junk, raw materials, or fabricated goods. Tires are covered in chapter 45, the nuisance 

code. This is the property maintenance code. This seems like a doable project. If you are going to put 

them to use I’m happy to give plenty of time to do that. At the same time, the same code applies to 

everyone, including me.  You’ve been in this business Mr. Howard, I think you know how it works. I 

think you’ve cleaned these properties up at some point. It is the end of October. I think it’s reasonable 

to expect these would be put to use or removed—and put to use means if the board is for the deck, 

then the board is one the deck—

Howard: I didn’t get written up for those so. I’m going to move the tires. I’ll take the stair things back to 

Menards today. Those aren’t garbage on the ground so..

Moermond: and we just talked about that.

Howard: everything on that order will be done.

Moermond: I’ll push this to December 12th. 

Howard: you want the tires moved by December 12th?

Moermond: tires, scrap wood addressed by then. We’ll send that forward to Council and you can 

testify to them if you want a different outcome, that’s what that’s there for. 

Howard: I should move the stuff and then come to Council and then complain?

Moermond: no, I’m trying to give you a long deadline. We’ll put this in front of Council November 12th. 

They can vote on the deadline I’m recommending to you, or the order itself. It is their discretion on how 

they handle it. The next stop is Council on the 12th, with a deadline way in December. Staff will drive 

by after that deadline to see if it is taken care of. Again, the Council could look at it differently than I do. 

I can only call it by the code and we need a time certain to have things done. Hopefully a couple of 

months does the trick. I’m sorry, I know that isn’t what you’re looking for. 

Howard: I think it should be revisited, even the wording. I’ll come on the 12th.

Text of Legislative File RLH SAO 25-61

Appeal of Johnny E Howard Sr to a Summary Abatement Order at 633 VAN BUREN AVENUE.
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An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer  

 

 

 

 

 

 
310 CITY HALL 

15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD 

SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615 

Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer 

EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574 

 

 

October 30, 2025 

 

Johnny Howard Sr. 

633 Van Buren Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

VIA EMAIL: jhowardsr721@gmail.com 

 

 

Re:  Appeal for property at 633 Van Buren Avenue 

 

Johnny Howard Sr.: 

 
This is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing on October 28, 2025 Legislative Hearing 
Officer Marcia Moermond recommended that the City Council grant December 12, 2025 for 

compliance.   

 

This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 12, 

2025 at 3:30 pm. in room 300 City Hall. If you are contesting Ms. Moermond’s 

recommendation you may:  

1. appear in person (please arrive before 3:30 p.m. and check in with staff outside 

Council chambers when you arrive).  

 

If you don’t wish to contest then no further action is needed and the Council will proceed with 

Ms. Moermond’s recommendation above without discussion. 

 

Ms. Moermond will review this case under new resolutions at a December 16, 2025 Legislative 

Hearing at 11:00 a.m. to determine if you have abated the nuisance(s) listed above on deadline. 

The City Council Public Hearing will be scheduled for Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 3:30 

pm. in room 300 City Hall. You are welcome to attend any of these hearings. If you are 

contesting Ms. Moermond’s recommendation from the December 16 hearing, you may appear in 

person. If you have any questions, please contact our office at 651-266-8585. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ 

Joanna Zimny 

Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 

 

c:  

1638

mailto:legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us


 

 

 CE Supervisors 

 Allan Vang – Department of Safety & Inspections, Code Inspector 

 
  
 

 

1639



Master

City of Saint Paul City Hall and Court House 

15 West Kellogg 

Boulevard

Phone: 651-266-8560

File Number: RLH CO 25-13

File ID: Type: Status: RLH CO 25-13 Resolution LH Correction 

Order (Code Enforcement 

Only)

Agenda Ready

2Version: Contact 

Number: 

In Control: City Council

10/21/2025File Created: 

Final Action: 613 Virginia StreetFile Name: 

Title: Appeal of Robert Lankfard to a Correction Order at 613 VIRGINIA STREET.

  

Notes: Robert Lankfard

RobertLankfard4@gmail.com

612-275-3393

Sponsors: Bowie Enactment Date: 

613 Virginia St.appeal 10-21-25.pdf, 613 Virginia 

St.photos 10-13-25.pdf, 613 Virginia St.Lankfard 

Ltr.10-30-25

Attachments: Financials Included?: 

Hearing Date: Contact Name: 

Ord Effective Date: Entered by: mai.vang@ci.stpaul.mn.us

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 11/12/2025City CouncilReferred10/28/2025Legislative Hearings

Referred  to the City Council due back on 11/12/2025 Action  Text: 

Grant to November 24, 2025 for compliance (refreshing class 5 with clean boundaries). 

Robert Lankfard, owner, appeared 

[Moermond gives background of appeals process]

Staff report by Supervisor Lisa Martin: October 13, 2025 we issued a correction notice to discontinue 

parking on an unapproved surface until it has an approved site plan. Discontinue. He has a nice 

garage, a nice space next to eh garage, there is class 5 there but there may be an extension into the 

backyard. With snow emergencies and parking emergencies getting a place next to the garage 

probably isn’t going to be an issue, and it has been there for quite some time. 

Lankfard: I’ve been parking in those areas for 20 some years. I had a fire in 2006, and most of my 

backyard was class 5 including the area I park with my boat and trailer. When I built the garage it took 

up a lot of the area so I didn’t think there was a problem with still parking there. I did move my one 

boat out of the front, instead of the street, but I put it in my garage. What triggered this is because the 

alley there is a lot of illegal parking and cars all over the place. I keep my stuff neat, it has been that 

 Notes:  
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Master Continued (RLH CO 25-13)

way for decades. I do agree with Inspector Kedrowski, who first talked to me about it, I was getting 

ready to put a slab in. What triggered this is I had some rebar and he was doing inspection and told 

me I can’t do that. I never saw this Vang person at all. 

Moermond: you mentioned a fire. 

Lankfard: it was around the same time as Hurricane Katrina, so it took a long time for our house to get 

done because all the contractors went south. That’s also when we built the garage. 

Moermond: your entire back yard was gravel, then you had the fire in 2006, and built a new garage at 

that time. So the gravel in the backyard went away but-for the area beside the garage. So, it was 

preexisting.

Lankfard: yes. 

Martin: looking at the photos from 2011 the entire backyard is grass. Moving forward it looks 2018 it 

was still grass. The only concern we have with this parking situation is the side-yard set back and 

that’s probably why Kedrowski mentioned the site-plan review before he pours cement. That’s a lot of 

money to spend if it has to be pulled back out.

Lankfard: and I don’t want the concrete there. I just need some place to park.

Moermond: but you didn’t access photos from 2006 or before?

Martin: 2016 it shows grass in the backyard and beside garage looks like just dirt. It looks like it has 

been a parking space for quite some time.

Lankfard: the part in discussion now was never grass. 

Moermond: I’m going to take this as pre-existing because it was there. If it is preexisting class-5 gravel 

the main thing is maintaining what is already there. Right now, it looks more dirt than gravel again, so 

I’m going to look for you to maintain and clean that up. I think the set back is 3 feet, so you’re going to 

want to put in some sort of border or barrier between the gravel and the 3 foot area. We know gravel 

migrates. Railroad ties or something to keep it from migrating to the neighbor’s and across your yard. 

Make it obvious it has that 3 foot set back. 

Lankfard: I do have a fence on that side. It is a wood privacy fence.

Moermond: that does make me feel better about migrating gravel as well. I’m going to say keep that 3 

foot separation if for no other reason than keeping an inspector from bugging you again. I’m convinced 

it was a preexisting condition. Let’s not have it be longer than the garage, have it match the length of 

the garage.

Lankfard: that’s how it is. I was talking about the spot in the yard where I have the gate.

Moermond: I’m looking at a picture with a trailer. What do you think a deadline that would work for you 

is? Thanksgiving? 

Lankfard: I can have it done by then. 

Moermond: that’s probably simplest. I will say if you change it out at all you will have to go to asphalt 

or concrete or some other type of surface. The alley is paved, and they make those decisions based 

on that.

Text of Legislative File RLH CO 25-13

Appeal of Robert Lankfard to a Correction Order at 613 VIRGINIA STREET.
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613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1645



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1646



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1647



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1648



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1649



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1650



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1651



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

1652



613 Virginia St.photos 10-13-25 

 

1653



   

   
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer  

 

 

 

 

 

 
310 CITY HALL 

15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD 

SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615 

Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer 

EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574 

 

 

October 30, 2025 

 

Robert Lankfard 

613 Virginia St. 

St. Paul, MN 55103 

 

VIA EMAIL: robertlankfard4@gmail.com 

 

 

Re:  Appeal for property at 613 Virginia Street 

 

Robert Lankfard: 

 
This is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing on October 28, 2025 Legislative Hearing 
Officer Marcia Moermond recommended that the City Council grant to November 24, 2025 for 

compliance (refreshing class 5 with clean boundaries). 

 

This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 12, 

2025 at 3:30 pm. in room 300 City Hall. If you are contesting Ms. Moermond’s 

recommendation you may:  

1. appear in person (please arrive before 3:30 p.m. and check in with staff outside 

Council chambers when you arrive).  

 

If you don’t wish to contest then no further action is needed and the Council will proceed with 

Ms. Moermond’s recommendation above without discussion. If you have any questions, please 

contact our office at 651-266-8585. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ 

Joanna Zimny 

Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 

 

c:  

 CE Supervisors 

 Allan Vang – Department of Safety & Inspections, Code Inspector 
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