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AWARD CATEGORIES
• Traditions Award - Honoring a business that has been active in Saint Paul for more 

than 5 years.

• New Kid on the Block Award - Honoring a business that has opened in Saint Paul 
within the last five years. 

• Good Neighbor Business – Honoring a business that shows a dedication to 
improving the community. There are many ways a business can be a “good neighbor” 
– providing jobs and services to the hard-to-employ, building solid relationships with 
the neighborhood, partnering with local nonprofits – anything that helps Saint Paul 
build vibrant, economically sustainable neighborhoods. 

• People’s Choice Award- Honoring a business that is recognized for its excellence by 
Saint Paul residents. 



PROMOTION

• Council Support
• Promotion included 

–General press release delivered to local media, including 
GovDelivery accounts

–Reaching out to past winners for statements regarding the 
awards process

–Using winners’ statements for social media promotions 





STATISTICS BY WARD OF 
APPLICATIONS AND NOMINATIONS
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Status of Applications Received to Nominations

Applications Received Nominations Received



Ward 1: 67% of applications complete

Ward 2:  50% of applications complete

Ward 3: 33% of applications complete



Ward 4: 50% of applications complete 

Ward 5: 25% of applications complete 

Ward 6: 25% of applications complete

Ward 7: 37% of applications complete



55% of 
completed 
applications are 
of women-owned 
businesses

33% of 
completed 
applications are 
of minority-
owned 
businesses



•This year’s business awards process recognizes 
Vietnamese, Somali, and other communities.

•There are valuable businesses of color that have 
been nominated, but have not yet applied.



DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 

Friday, March 6th is the final deadline for 
businesses to submit their application



SELECTION COMMITTEE
• The selection committee will meet on March 18th

• Formation of the Selection Committee Members:

• El Burrito Mercado

• Tongue in Cheek
• Brake Bread,

• Wet Paint

• Securian Financial 

• A Johnson & Sons Florist 
• Urban Growler Brewing Company



WHAT TO EXPECT MOVING FORWARD

• Vetting of nominated businesses
• Selection committee/deliberation of this year’s winners
• Business Awards video content development with Nick 

Nelson from OTC-Media Services
• Award ceremony
• Press Release, Social Media and GovDelivery announcement 

of winners


