
REVISOR 1800.5000 

1800.5000 PURPOSE. 

The purpose of parts 1800.5100 to 1800.5600 is to indicate circumstances where the 
services of a licensed architect or engineer are not required pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 
sections 326.02 to 326.15. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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REVISOR 1800.5100 

1800.5100 DEFINITIONS. 

Subpart 1. Minnesota State Building Code (MSBC). Terms used in parts 1800.5100 
to 1800.5900 are as defined in the Minnesota State Building Code, chapter 1305, unless 
otherwise specified in this chapter. The abbreviation MSBC as used in this chapter means 
the Minnesota State Building Code. 

Subp. 2. Occupancy. Occupancy shall be specified by the owner and classified by the 
building official in the manner provided in the MSBC. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

History: 21 SR 1427 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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1800.5200 GENERAL REQUIREMENT AND EXCEPTIONS. 

Subpart 1. Requirement. Plans and specifications for the erection, enlargement, 
alteration, or remodeling or renovation of any building, structure, or other work shall 
be prepared and certified by an architect or engineer licensed and practicing pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes, sections 326.02 to 326.15, except as set forth in subparts 2 to 4. 

Subp. 2. Statutory exception. Building components or classes of buildings 
enumerated in Minnesota Statutes, sections 326.02, subdivision 5, and 326.03, subdivision 
2, clauses (1) to (4). 

Subp. 3. Remodeling or renovation exception. 

A. Any remodeling or renovation to part or all of an existing building, structure, 
or work which does not: 

(1) change the load on its mechanical or electrical systems or change the live 
or dead load on its structural systems, in either case, in such a manner that a violation of the 
MSBC might occur; 

(2) change the building's access or exit pattern in such a manner that a 
violation of the MSBC might occur; or 

(3) change the MSBC occupancy classification of the building. 

B. Any remodeling or renovation, of any kind, in a building in the MSBC 
occupancy classes and consistent with the size, dwelling unit, and number of stories and 
basement thresholds specified in part 1800.5900. 

Subp. 4. Classes of buildings exceptions. Any new construction of or new addition to 
a building in the specified MSBC occupancy classes and consistent with the size, dwelling 
unit, and number of stories and basement thresholds specified in part 1800.5900, provided 
that an exemption under this subpart shall not apply: 

A. For a second new building to be constructed by the same person on the same 
parcel or a contiguous parcel to a new building previously exempted hereunder or for a 
second addition to the same building where a prior addition was exempt hereunder, in either 
case, within 24 calendar months after the date of building permit issuance. "Same person" 
means the same owner or same general contractor, or ownership or general contractor entity 
having one or more participants in common with the owner or general contractor of the first 
building. The person seeking a building permit shall certify that the same person has not 
utilized this exemption within the prior 24 month period. "Parcel" means a nonsubdivided 
tract of land. 

B. Ppr an addition to an existing building where the existing building exceeds the 
exemption size thresholds under this subpart if the addition results in either of the effects r ,,,gage 
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2 REVISOR 1800.5200 

set forth in part 1800.5200, subpart 3, item A, subitem (1) or (2), regardless of the size of 
the new addition proposed. 

C. For new construction within a larger building (e.g., individual shops within a 
shopping center) where the larger building exceeds the exemption size thresholds under this 
subpart if the new construction results in either of the effects set forth in part 1800.5200, 
subpart 3, item A, subitem (1) or (2), regardless of the size of the new construction proposed. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 197.4552; 326.06 

History: 21 SR 1427; 40 SR 431 

Published Electronically: October 22, 2015 
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1800.5300 PLANS SUPPLIED TO BUILDING OFFICIALS. 

The exceptions in part 1800.5200, subparts 3 and 4 shall be available only if the 
building permit applicant supplies the responsible building official with two sets of plans 
and specifications for the building or remodeling. The name and address of the preparer 
of the plans and 'specifications shall appear thereon. The plan preparer shall certify that 
reasonable care has been given to compliance with: ·applicable laws, ordinances, and 
building codes r@laing Io destgn. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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REVISOR 1800.5400 

1800.5400 NONAPPLICABILITY OF EXEMPTIONS. 

Notwithstanding the exceptions in part 1800.5200, subpart 4, the responsible building 
official may require plans and specifications to be designed and prepared by a licensed 
architect or engineer if the official finds a hazard to life, health, safety, or welfare due to the 
unusual circumstances of the building or structure or an unusually large number of potential 
occupants in relation to square footage for a particular use. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

History: 17 SR 1279 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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1800.5500 NONEXCLUSIVITY OF RULES. 

Nothing in parts 1800.5000 to 1800.5900 shall preclude or supersede any provisions 
of other applicable laws or rules. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326. 06 

History: 21 SR 1427 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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REVISOR 1800.5600 

1800.5600 SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of parts 1800.5000 to 1800.5600 is held invalid, such invalidity shall 
not affect other provisions of parts 1800.5000 to 1800.5600 which can be given effect 
without the invalid provision, and to this end the provisions of parts 1800.5000 to 1800.5600 
shall be deemed severable. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

History: 14 SR 1427 

Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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1800.5900 CLASSES OF BUILDINGS. 

In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, sections 326.02, subdivision 5, and 326.03, 
subdivision 2, the following classes of buildings are exempt subject to the limitations of the 
elements listed below: 

Classifications Elements that must be met to be exempt* 

Assembly (as defined by the MSBC 
under occupancy group A2: Dining 
and drinking less than 50 persons) 

Business (as defined by the MSBC 
under occupancy group B) 
Factory (as defined by the MSBC 
under occupancy group F2) 
Mercantile ( as defined by the MSBC 
under occupancy group M) 
Residential ( as defined by the MSBC 
under occupancy group R) 

Not greater than one story with no basement; and 
Seating for not more than 20 persons; and 
Not greater than 1,000 gross square footage (GSF) 

Not greater than two story with a basement; and 
Not greater than 2,250 GSF 
Not greater than one story with no basement; and 
Not greater than 3,000 GSF 
Not greater than two story with a basement; and 
Not greater than 1,500 GSF 
Apartment houses/condominiums (three units 
or less), dwellings, lodging houses, attached 
single-family dwellings/townhomes, and 
congregate residences ( each accommodating ten 
persons or less) 

Storage (as defined by the MSBC Not greater than one story with no basement; and 
under occupancy group Sl: Aircraft Not greater than 3,000 GSF 
hangars and helistops) 

Storage (as defined by the MSBC Not greater than one story with no basement; and 
under occupancy group S2 except for Not greater than 5,000 GSF 
parking garages, open or enclosed) 

Utility (as defined by the MSBC under Not greater than one story with no basement; and 
occupancy group U except for fences Not greater than 1,000 GSF 
higher than 8', tanks and towers, and 
retaining walls with over 4' of vertical 
exposed face) 

AII terms used in this table are defined in the Minnesota State Building Code (MSBC). 

Statutory Authority: MS s 326.06 

History: 32 SR 367 

I Published Electronically: July 7, 2011 
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