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Fillmore Avenue Apartments LLC 
C/O Weidner Investment Serv Inc 
9757 Ne Juanita Dr Ste 300 
Kirkland WA 98034-4291 

Jim Hunt  
Fillmore Ave Apartments  
24 University Ave Ne #150  
Minneapolis MN 55413 

 

Order to Abate Nuisance Building(s) 

 
Dear Interested or Responsible Party: 
 
The Vacant/Nuisance Buildings Unit, Department of the Department of Safety and 

Inspections, Division of Code Enforcement, hereby declares the premises located at:  

 

173 ROBERT ST S 

 

With the following Historic Preservation information:  NONE 
 

and legally described as follows, to wit:  

 
BAZIL AND ROBERT'S ADDITION ST ACCRUING AS VAC IN ABST DOC 
1819955 & TS DOC 567230 & FOL; EX SWLY QUADRANGULAR PART 
MEASURING 10 FT ON SELY L OF LOT 5 AND 24 FT ON NWLY L OF LOT 4 
LOTS 4 AND LOT   5 BLK  15 

 

to comprise a nuisance condition in violation of the Saint Paul Legislative Code, Chapter 

45.02, and subject to demolition under authority of Chapter 45.11. 

On October 17, 2019 a Building Deficiency Inspection Report was compiled and the following 
conditions were observed. 

This list of deficiencies is not necessarily all the deficiencies present at this time.  This 

building(s) is subject to the restrictions of Saint Paul Ordinance Chapter 33.03 and shall 

not again be used for occupancy until such time as a Certificate of Compliance or a 

Certificate of Occupancy has been issued.  All repairs must be in accordance with 

appropriate codes.  Changes or additions to the electrical system, mechanical system, or 

the plumbing system may necessitate updating or upgrading the systems involved.  

This is a one-story, wood frame, commercial building. 

  DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS 
Steve Magner, Manager of Code Enforcement 

 

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
 

 

 

 

 

375 Jackson Street., Suite 220 

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806 
Telephone: 651-266-8989 

Facsimile: 651-266-1919 

Web: www.stpaul.gov/dsi 
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On September 24, 2019, Inspector Dornfeld received an email from C of O Inspector Neis 
notifying him of the conditions found at the property after he had been called out on a fire 
outside of the building.  It appeared individuals were climbing up the duct work at the back of 
the building and gaining entrance through the roof. Inside the building, he found copper piping 
had been removed and insulation had been burned. There was heavy mold, rat droppings, and 
several beds were present indicating people were sleeping there.  He spoke with a representative 
of the property who indicated the plan was to redevelop the area.  Inspector Neis suggested 
changing the property status to a Category 3 Vacant Building. The following is a list of 
deficiencies found at the building when the inspection was conducted: 

DEFICIENCIES 

• Infestation of Cockroaches.  Exterminate and eliminate all cockroaches throughout the 
entire building.  Provide this office with a copy of the extermination report from a licensed 
professional Pest Control Operator and follow their recommendations to eradicate these 
pests. 

• Lack of Electricity:  Immediately restore electrical service.  Failure to provide proper 
electrical service will result in these premises being declared Unfit for Human Habitation 
and ordered vacated for lack of this basic facility.  Use of candles, fuel operated lighting or 
extension cord wiring is not permitted while the power is off. 

• The eaves and soffits are in a state of disrepair or deterioration. Repair all defects, holes, 
breaks, lose or rotting boards, to a professional state of maintenance.  Permit may be 
required. 

• The exterior walls and/or trim of the house and/or garage have defective, peeled, flaked, 
scaled or chalking paint or have unpainted wood surfaces.  Scrape and repaint to affect a 
sound condition in a professional manner. 

• The foundation is deteriorated, defective or in a state of disrepair.  Repair all foundation 
defects in a professional manner to a weather-tight, water-tight and rodent-proof condition.  
Permit may be required. 

• Lack of Natural Gas Service:  Immediately restore natural gas service.  Failure to provide 
natural gas service will result in these premises being declared Unfit for Human Habitation 
and ordered vacated for lack of this basic facility. 

• The interior ceilings are defective.  Repair all ceiling defects and finish in a professional 
manner. 

• The interior walls are defective.  Repair all wall defects and finish in a professional manner. 

• There is evidence of a rodent infestation.  Immediately exterminate and eliminate all rodents 
from the entire building.  Remove rodent harborages in the yard areas.  Tuckpoint the 
foundation, if necessary, to rodent-proof the building to prevent re-infestation.  Immediately 
remove any dead rodents from the premises. 

• The roof is deteriorated, defective, or in a state of disrepair.  Repair or replace the roof 
covering to a sound, tight and water impervious condition.  Permit may be required. 

• Smoke Detector: Lack of properly installed and operable smoke detector.  Provide 
functioning smoke detectors in accordance with the attached requirement, within 24 hours. 
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• Lack of Water Service:  Immediately restore water service.  Failure to provide water service 
will result in these premises being declared Unfit for Human Habitation and ordered vacated 
for lack of this basic facility. 

• The window and/or door screens are missing, defective or in a state of disrepair.  Provide 
proper window and door screens for all openable windows and doors.  Screens must be 
tight-fitting and securely fastened to the frames. 

As owner, agent or responsible party, you are hereby notified that if these deficiencies and the 
resulting nuisance condition is not corrected by November 24, 2019 the Department of Safety 
and Inspections, Division of Code Enforcement, will begin a substantial abatement process to 
demolish and remove the building(s).  The costs of this action, including administrative costs 
and demolition costs will be assessed against the property taxes as a special assessment in 
accordance with law. 

As first remedial action, a Code Compliance Inspection Report must be obtained from the 
Building Inspection and Design Section, 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220, (651) 266-8989.  This 
inspection will identify specific defects, necessary repairs and legal requirements to correct this 
nuisance condition. You may also be required to post a five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) 
performance bond with the Department of Safety and Inspections before any permits are issued, 
except for a demolition permit. Call the Department of Safety and Inspections for more 
information at 651-266-8989. 

If this building is located in a historic district or site (noted on page 1, above, just below the 
property address) then you must contact Heritage Preservation (HPC) staff to discuss your 
proposal for the repairs required by this order and compliance with preservation guidelines. 
Copies of the guidelines and design review application and forms are available from the 
Department of Safety and Inspections web site (see letterhead) and from the HPC staff.  No 
permits will be issued without HPC review and approval. HPC staff also can be reached by 
calling 651-266-9078. 

As an owner or responsible party, you are required by law to provide full and complete 
disclosure of this "Order to Abate" to all interested parties, all present or subsequent renters and 
any subsequent owners.  The property shall not be sold, transferred or conveyed in any manner 
until the Nuisance Conditions have been abated and the Certificate of Code Compliance or 
Certificate of Occupancy has been issued.  

The Enforcement Officer is required by law to post a placard on this property which declares it 
to be a "nuisance condition", subject to demolition and removal by the City.  This placard shall 
not be removed without the written authority of the Department of Safety and Inspections, 
Division of Code Enforcement.  The department is further required to file a copy of this "Order 
to Abate" with the City Clerk's Office. 

If corrective action is not taken within the time specified in this order, the Enforcement Officer 
will notify the City Council that abatement action is necessary.  The City Clerk will then 
schedule dates for Public Hearings before the City Council at which time testimony will be 
heard from interested parties.  After this hearing the City Council will adopt a resolution stating 
what action if any, it deems appropriate. 

If the resolution calls for abatement action the Council may either order the City to take the 
abatement action or fix a time within which this nuisance must be abated in accordance with the 
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provisions of Chapter 33 of the Saint Paul Legislative Code and provide that if corrective action 
is not taken within the specified time, the City shall abate this nuisance.  The costs of this 
action, including administrative costs will be assessed against the property as a special 
assessment in accordance with law. 

If you have any questions or request additional information please contact Matt Dornfeld at 
651-266-1902, or you may leave a voice mail message. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Matt Dornfeld 
Vacant Buildings Enforcement Inspector 
 
 
 
 


