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To whom it may concern:

My name is Dan Bustos. My family and | live in a single-family home at 1780 Gocedrich Ave in
Mac Groveland’s Tangletown neighborhood. We moved into our home in 2015. It did not have
a garage when we moved in. We would like to take the opportunity to not only build a garage to
house our vehicles, bicycles and other gear, but also to serve as an aris and crafts space. As
such we would like to seek two minor variances to build a two story, three stall garage that is

designed to fit into the aesthetic of the neighborhood.

We have taken care to review the zoning code and we believe, and our plans show, that the
planned garage will be in harmony with the spirit of the zoning code and consistent with the
comprehensive plan. Due to the extraordinarily large size of our lot at 0.32 acres as well as the
positioning of adjacent homes, we do not believe the garage will be detrimental to adjacent
properties. That being said, our plans are calling for a 1-foot, 4-inch height variance and a 200
square foot area variance. Including our 120 square foot shed, the total area variance request
becomes 320 square feet. In total, this remains far less than 35% coverage of our yard.

There are several other things we want you to be aware of regarding this request:

o As mentioned above, we live on a large lot (0.32 acres), so proportionally, the detached
garage will leave plenty of yard and not overwhelm the space. That is one of the main

reasons we chose this house.

As we have done with our shed, we also intend for the garage to match the house in
structure, stain color and shake size. We may use a synthetic siding material for easy

upkeep purposes.

e Part of our research and due diligence included looking at comps. There are a decent
number of garages within a quarter-mile radius that are as big or bigger than what we
have planned, all on lots smaller than ours. | have noted seven within that radius just in
the Tangletown neighborhood. | am sure there are more that we aren’t aware of as
well. To us, this supports our belief that our plans are consistent with other properties in

the area.

o Our home was built in 1922 and has an unfinished basement complete with asbestos-
covered pipes and exposed mechanicals. The space is uninspiring and would take
significant effort to convert inio a usable space.

e Our family is very arts and crafts oriented. We intend to use the exira space in the
garage to fit our creative needs. | am a multimedia artist as well as a steel and
woodworker. The garage would house the tools and equipment | use to make my
creations. This is something that | cannot do in my basement or other parts of our home.

| plan to use the third garage stall as a woodworking and steel area. The plans call for
having this stall walled off to contain the dust from the rest of the garage and especially

away from some of our more sensitive equipment.

We plan to use the more sensitive equipment on the second level where we intend to
have a working area to bring our individual and collaborative creations to life. The
second level will have a variety of equipment and tools for my kids and | as well as



others to create some amazing and inspirational work. We live near several other artists
with whom we would also like to collaborate.

Our oldest, Louis, is interested in fashion and costume design and needs more space
than our house has to offer him to build his designs. He also works in other mediums like

| do.

Our second oldest, Desmond, is a person that has a passion for woodworking. He has a
lot of ideas that he would like to make happen. Together we plan to make some custom-

built home improvements.

Our youngest, Cecilia, is more into traditional art. The garage plans accommodate a
painting and sculpting area on the second floor of the garage. This would keep her

creative juices flowing,

I hope you consider this variance request and know that we are pursuing this with positive
intent. We have worked with Jarome and the MGCC to make sure we were clear on the zoning
code and my wife, Julie, took part the Conservation District Overlay effort for Tangletown,
designed to preserve our neighborhood’s character. We seek your approval to make these
improvements to our home, life and neighborhood. :

Thank you,

Dan Bustos
651-592-4168



