
Today’s Objectives
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• Common understanding of Fair Housing 
broadly and within the City

• Updates on Engagement Process

• Inputs and filter for advancing policy
recommendations



Fair Housing Policy Agenda
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Policy development

Summer-Fall 2019

Policy making

Fall 2019

Policy implementation 
/ monitoring

TBD

Policy analysis 

TBD



Inputs
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Federal government endorsed redlining
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Redlining map in Saint Paul, Home Owners' Loan Corporation, 1934
Source: Redlining in New Deal America, University of Richmond



Racial covenants
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Leading to deeply entrenched racial housing 
segregation
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2010 Census Racial Demographic by Block Group
Source: Redlining in New Deal America, University of Richmond



Displacement in Rondo
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600+ homes destroyed and African American families displaced



Fair Housing Act 1968
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Addressing disparate housing impacts in homeownership, renting, and financing

Protected classes: Race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, familial 
status, age, ancestry, creed, public assistance status, marital status, sexual or 
affectional orientation



Fair Housing Foundations

9
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Foreclosure crisis
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Source: University National Bank, 2009 
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Fair Housing & the City of Saint Paul
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Tenant protections as a race equity imperative
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Source: Minnesota Housing Partnership, Market Watch, July2018



Tenant protections as an economic justice imperative
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27,692 or 50.9% of renter households in Saint Paul pay more than 
30% of their income on rent



Engagement Process
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Increase housing stability and 
decrease displacement

Increase knowledge about 
tenants rights and 

responsibilities

Increase housing access and 
decrease barriers

Increase community input and 
engagement

Tenant 
Protections

11 
Community 

Events

Engaged 
174 People

587 
Strategy 
Inputs



Emerging Themes from Engagement Sessions
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• Knowledge in renters rights and 
responsibilities

• Impact of criminal, rental, credit history 
and excessive deposits on accessing 

housing

• Rising rental rates exceeding  household 
income

• Power Imbalance and Narrative



Current Process
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Recommended Policy Priorities
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Fair Housing Strategic Plan

Fair Housing 
Coordinator

PED
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Community
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Questions
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