OFFICE OF HUMAN RESQURCES
Andrea L. Twrner, J.D., Director

CITY OF SAINT PAI-JL 200 City Hall Annex Telephone: §51-266-6300

Mein Carter, Mayor 25 West Fourth Street - Facsimile: 651-265-8886
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-1631 wyne.sipaud. gov
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~ Steven Johnson ﬁ
1495 West 7tk Street %
Saint Paul, MN 55102

RE: Claim Number C180031
Dear Mr. Johnson:

I have completed my investigation of your claim fled against the City of Saint Paul for the damages you
suffered when you had your sewer line replaced.

Cur decision is that the City is not respoﬁsible for your damages.

The original sewer line was constructed in 1910 and in 1927 the City sewer was lined with brick. In 1990
there was 2 sewer separation project don€ but no blasiagwasused on the project along West 74,

: : =
Any licensed sewer contractor has access to the specifications of the sewer services via the online Public
Works webpage. In addition, any contractor could have reviewed the plans for the West 7t sewer line in the
Public Wotks sewer office prior to bidding on your sewer project. Had that been done, they would have
realized, very guickly that your sewer line went through a brick line tunnel.

It Would'appcar that the contractor you hired did not review the specifications of the City’s sewer line as it
related to your sewer line prior to bidding your job. In addition, you appeared to only have gotten: one

estimate for your job. Finally, it is not uncommeon to have up to 1000 feet between manholes on a sewer line.
The homeowner is responsible for all repairs on sewer services from the home up o and inciuding all

connections to the City’s sewer line. The high price that you paid for your sewer work is not the
tesponsibility of the City of Szint Paul.

Sincerely, . '
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The sandrock cuttings were then suspended
in water and pumped through a 12-inch

diameter PVC pipe to a settling basin,
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This project was in a predominately residential
area with limestone overlaid with one to four

feet of granular overburden. Similar seil
conditions exist along West Seventh Street

from downtown all the way to the River.
Construction in this area is very difficult and time
consuming. Rock had to be removed by using
one of three methods: pneumatic hammers
mounted on backhoes, blasting with explosives,

or grinding with large rock grinding machines.




in rdck areas is slow and more noisy and dusty than

typical sewer construction. The patience of the residents
was severely
tested and
good public
relations were

critical.

Reverih-Cedarn

This was a large sewer separation project in downtown
Saint Paul. 1t consisted of both open cut construction and

sand rock tunnel construction.

Saint Paul Sewer Separation Program
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