From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: Englund, Cherie (CI-StPaul) :
Subject: FW: Zoning Committee written comments: #18-036-924 Larpenteur Crossing Sarin Devt.
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:10:30 PM

From: Anne Fundakowski [mailto:anne.fundakowski@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 1:58 PM

To: Williams, Josh (Cl-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>

Subject: Re: Zoning Committee written comments: #18-036-924 Larpenteur Crossing Sarin Devt.

My address is: 1529 Pascal St N, Saint Paul, MN 55108.
Thank you very much.
-Anne Fundakowski

On Wed, Apr 11, 2018 at 1:50 PM, Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us> wrote:

. Email comments are fine. | do however need a street address to accept comments into the public
| record. If you will just reply with your address, | will pass on your email below as comments to the
| Zoning Committee.

| From: Anne Fundakowski [mailto:anne.fundakowski@gmail.com)]

| Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 12:52 PM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>

' Subject: Zoning Committee written comments: #18-036-924 Larpenteur Crossing Sarin Devt.

" Josh,

: Could | submit written comments for this topic through this email? If not, would you please let
me know where | can send them?

Would it be beneficial for me or my husband to attend the hearing on Thursday?

Thank you for your time and help.

Regards,
Anne Fundakowski

| Written Comments:

| We are current residents of the Como Park neighborhood from Pascal St N (just south of Hoyt).
| With the location of our residence, Hamline Ave and Larpenteur Ave intersection is on our
primary routes.

- From our standpoint there are 2 main concerns with the redevelopment plans for the corner lot



' of Hamline Ave and Larpenteur Ave:

1. Drive-thru creating substantial traffic on Hamline Ave

2. Building location will remove “Eyes on the Street” from this corner

- Drive-thru creating substantial traffic on Hamline Ave

i Currently, Hamline Ave is a main corridor for the neighborhoed, and many people use iton a
regular basis. Due to this, the intersection of Hamline and Larpenteur can become an extremely
busy intersection. Combining residential traffic with people trying to access SuperAmerica, Macs
Fish and Chips, and Midtown Cleaners, already creates a recipe for disaster. The intersection
might be able to handle increased traffic due to a new/improved business. However, funneling

. enough customers to keep a drive-thru beneficial through this corridor (Hamline) will only

| guarantee massive congestion.

- There are multiple situations that create additional congestion:
1. Cars turning into SuperAmerica from northbound Hamline Ave

a. People wait on Hamline until they can cross traffic. This can stop northbound
traffic due to people waiting to turn east on Larpenteur. If a drive-thru overflows
into Hamline Ave, the corridor would narrow even more, and people would not
be able to get through at all.

2. Cars waiting “in-line” to enter Super America from southbound Hamiine Ave

a. When SuperAmerica is very busy some cars will wait at the entrance. This
forces southbound drivers on Hamline to either wait in the intersection or dodge
around them.

3. Cars turning into Macs Fish & Chips or Midtown Cleaners from Northbound Hamline
Ave

s a. If cars can to enter the property immediately, this would only cause extra
! congestion due to more drivers utilizing this route.

4, Cars turning into Macs Fish and Chips or Midtown Cleaners from southbound Hamline
Ave

a. Drivers come south on Hamline and stop just south of the Larpenteur light.
They wait there and block traffic until they can get into these locations. Because
Larpenteur is a more heavily traveled road, this is the most likely route pecple will
use to access a drive-thru. When someone sits in this location, traffic either
completely stops and others can’t get through the light, or drivers try to quickly
dodge the stopped car.

| Building location will remove “Eyes on the Street” from this corner

. The plan shown at the District 10 Land Use Committee meeting shows the building sitting

i immediately adjacent to the sidewalks of both Hamline and Larpenteur. Unless this building has
- windows facing Larpenteur and Hamline, the sidewalk alongside the building no longer has an

| audience. It becomes a less safe-feeling location and discourages foot-traffic. An example of this
~ situation is the Walgreens on Larpenteur and Lexington. It is uncomfortable to walk alongside

. this Walgreens due to lack of windows. It would benefit the neighborhood to have windows

| facing the sidewalk, if the building must be right next to it.



From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: Englund, Cherie (CI-StPaul)
Subject: FW: Hamline Larpenteur project
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:51:46 PM

From: Craig Norman [mailto:craiganorman@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 10:18 AM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Hamline Larpenteur project

Hi Josh,
Thanks for the information.

To paraphrase our Fair lingo: this is congestion on a stick. With just SA across the street from this
project, things can get interesting during rush hour. Adding another busy driveway on the other
side will really mess things up. Cars trying to enter the drive through from south bound Hamline will
bring everyone else to a stop. The congestion will send traffic through the neighborhood - either
trying to avoid the mess at Hamline Larpenteur, or trying to enter the drive through from the north
bound side. Cars already zip down Idaho, barely slowing down at the stop sign at Huron, where
children wait for the bus.

Even forgiving almost 40 feet of the 60 foot required buffer, the drive lanes would be still very
narrow and the added congestion of cars leaving the drive through(across the entering lane!) and
cars trying to enter the parking lot from east bound Larpenteur would only add to the problems
already discussed on Hamline.
| have no doubt that both businesses would be popular, but the congestion caused by this project
would be difficult for the entire neighborhood.

| vote no.
Thank You,

Craig Norman
1651 Huron Street

On Apr 9, 2018, at 5:54 PM, Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
wrote:

Hi Craig, sorry about the delay.



Attached is a copy of my staff report to Zoning Committee, which | will present to them
this Thursday. The report includes plans provided by the applicant.

If you want to provides comments, please either send those to me via email, or plan on
attending the hearing this Thursday (3:30 pm, City Council chambers, City Hall

(3" floor)).

Josh

From: Craig Norman [mailto:craiganorman@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 5, 2018 10:38 PM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Hamline Larpenteur project

Hi Josh,
You were going to email me the information on the project at Hamline and Larpenteur
with the drive through. | think you said Dunkin donut.

Thanks,

Craig

On Wed, Apr 4, 2018 at 2:10 PM Craig Norman <craiganorman @gmail.com> wrote:
'~ Hilosh,

- Thanks for your help on this!

- Craig

Sincerely,
Craig Norman

Sincerely,
Craig Norman
<18-036-924 7C Packet.pdf>



ECEIVE
APR 11 9018
BY:
Planning and Economic Development T ———
1400 City Hall Annex

25 West Fourth Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

April 10, 2018

Re: File #18-036-924
Proposed Plan Macs Fish & Chip/Dunkin Donuts

Over the past 35 years I have seen the SE corner of Larpenteur and Hamline transition
from a Clarks gas station to a video store, then to a donut shop and currently a fish &
chips. I am concerned that the plan for a Macs Fish & Chips/Dunkin Donuts could
increase traffic through the city alley. The alley is already very busy with residents living
in two apartment buildings next door to Macs Fish & Chips.

The proposed plan has customers exiting East onto Larpenteur Ave. The Fish &
Chips/Dunkin Donuts customer traffic could affect the flow of residential traffic exiting
from the alley and right onto Larpenteur Ave. It would be good to finally see
improvements to this Hamline/Larpenteur corner but I am concerned how this would
affect an already busy alley.

Thanks,‘ ﬁ ’J‘A

Michael Becker
Huron St. resident
651-488-2694



District 10 Como Community Council
1224 Lexington Parkway North

Saint Paul, MN 55103
COMO ﬂ PARK
..-—-——---._...-—"--- district10@districtl0comopark.org

ASawnt Pl Relghborhand r— www.district10comopark.org

April 10, 2018

Josh Williams

Planning and Economic Development
1400 City Hall Annex

Saint Paul, MN 55102

Mr, Williams,

The Como Community Council Land Use Committee is extending conditional support to the request for a
conditional-use permit for a drive-thru in the proposed development at 1300 Larpenteur Ave. We
welcome the redevelopment of that corner and believe that, in many ways, the proposal would be an
improvement over the current situation.

However, after meeting with the developer, architect and residents, we believe improvements need to be
made to drive-thru traffic flow patterns to increase queuing capacity and to minimize the risk of
congestion and back-ups in the parking lot and extending onto Hamline Ave. (and potentially Larpenteur
Ave. as well). In addition, the most-recent architectural drawing we saw would allow traffic to exit the
drive-thru and parking lot via the alley on the east. We recommend that the implications of this be studied
further, including the possibility of making the alley one-way northbound to prevent traffic from exiting
through the residential part of that block.

Sincerely,
(signed)

Kevin Dahm
Chair

Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer



From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: Englund, Cherie (CI-StPaul
Subject: FW: Zoning meeting for Larpenteur Hamline intersection
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 11:30:18 AM

-----Original Message-----

From: David Wagner [mailto:david_wags(@comcast.net]

Sent: Wednesday, April 11,2018 4:31 PM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Zoning meeting for Larpenteur Hamline intersection

Josh,

I am sending my opinions on the proposed re-development for the Hamline Ave corner intersecting with
Larpenteur. Based on the photo rendering I am being shown as well as the proposed changes, 1 would like to state a
few concerns addressing the proposal.

1. I am concerned that the egress proposed between the new site and the neighbor going from 60° to 20° leaves the
neighbor with a devalued property to say the least. It’s hard enough to live on a busy street much less end up next
to a potential increase in traffic, exhaust pollution, and noise, as well as safety. An opaque fence atop a brick wall
will not fix the drop in value for the immediate neighbors. Iam also concerned about the adjacent alley and see that
as an issue warranting discussion. We all know cars will take what they deem as the “quickest way out”.

2. The lack of green space in the pictured proposal is alarming. I see nothing but a concrete building, parking lot
and blacktop. This is not a warm community feel by any means. It is also highly concerning environmentally, thus
I would argue the need for permeable pavers that will filter runoff prior to it reaching our precious Lake Como,
which already suffers from caustic runoff, as well as a rain garden feature to improve filtration.

3.1 object to the drive-through lane for several reasons. Pedestrian safety, noise and exhaust pollution from running
vehicles, and traffic lanes on an already difficult corner. Observing the back up of traffic that now happens at the
tight Walgreens through lane should be taken as a lesson learned for a tight, busy traffic corner. Imagine the state
fair traffic adding to the congestion and this becomes a liability to the neighborhoods not an asset.

I appreciate the opportunity to engage in the dialogue surrounding the proposal as it affects where I call home, the
beautiful Como Park. Please keep the surrounding district 10 updated on any further discussions and changes. A
meeting that is timed to meet the needs of working neighbors would also be a nice gesture to further dialogue.

Thank you for you time and attention on this matter.

Theresa Wagner
Sent from my iPad



From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: Enalund, Cherie (CI-StPaul
Subject: FW: File 18-036-924
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 11:41:21 AM

From: Michael Kuchta [mailto:mnkuchta@centurylink.net]
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 9:36 AM

To: Williams, Josh (ClI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: File 18-036-924

Mr. Williams,

As a Saint Paul and Como resident, | urge the zoning committee to reject the
conditional-use permit requested for the drive-thru proposed for the Lexington
Crossing Dunkin Donuts at Larpenteur at Hamline.

| attended the presentation by the developer April 9 at the District 10 Land Use
Committee. The proposal keeps getting worse each time the architect redraws the
plan. The original plan -- which had the drive-thru exiting onto Larpenteur (if the
vehicle could navigate other vehicles entering and exiting from Larpenteur) -- was
risky enough. The latest plan -- which has cars exiting the drive-thru either by pulling
a U-turn in the parking lot or by exiting through the alley -- is a disaster waiting to
happen.

The alley option on the east end of the lot undoubtedly will turn that residential alley
into a thoroughfare, which is an unwelcome likelihood and unsafe for everyone.The
U-turn option is a promise to:

a) create gridlock in the parking lot as drive-thru cars and parked cars compete for
limited space and
b) create gridlock at the entrance/exit from Hamline, as cars compete to:

o enter the parking lot

 cut in front of other cars to enter the drive-thru

o compete to leave the parking lot as other cars are entering and/or cutting in
front of them

o and figure out how to turn right or left onto Hamline in the midst of this low-
speed demolition derby

Meanwhile, that says nothing about how pedestrians are supposed to navigate the
parking lot or sidewalk as cars cut in and out. And we can only guess what will
happen out on Hamline as cars try to:

« commute north and south
o turn out of the Dunkin Donuts parking lot while other cars are turning in
« compete for space with cars entering or leaving the Super America across the
street
This drive-thru proposal has the potential to rival the fiasco we see every day at the



Starbucks on Snelling and Marshall. We should have learned our lesson from that.

| would welcome redevelopment at this corner. It would be great if Mac's Fish and
Chips could get a new building. There is much to this proposal that would be an
improvement over the existing situation. However, it is clear from the architect's
struggles that there is no way to make a drive-thru work in this space. Please reject
the conditional use permit under all circumstances.Thank you,

Michael Kuchta
1522 N. Grotto



From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: Englund, Cherie (CI-StPaul)
Subject: FW: Public hearing - drive thru Hamline/Larpenteur
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 12:54:08 PM

Did I send you this one?

-----Original Message-----

From: Danica Goshert [mailto:goshertd@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 11,2018 11:06 PM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Public hearing - drive thru Hamline/Larpenteur

I'd like to register my comment as opposing a conditional permit for a drive thru at this location. The Starbucks on
Snelling/Marshall has been an excellent reason why. Cars are often backed up into the street - even during times
when the extra police hired to direct traffic aren't there - and people park illegally in the bike lanes. Drivers
disregard the traffic direction when leaving the lot. They were just undergoing a test to redirect traffic as a way to
address the problem, which persists. It is only a matter of time before a pedestrian or cyclist is injured here.

Let's use the benefit of experience and not repeat the same mistake. We pump gas outdoors all year around - it is not
difficult to fetch coffee and a donut if needed.

Danica Goshert
St Paul



From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul)

To: - Englund, Cherie (CI-StPaul)

Subject: FW: Larpenteur Crossing ZF# 18-036924
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 12:13:36 PM
Attachments: Z Larpentuer Crossing 4-10-18.pdf

Updated site plan. Please print out copies of pages 5 and 6.

From: Hung Ly [mailto:bacho2099 @gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 11:20 AM

To: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) <josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; 'Wayne Stark'
<Waynes@starkengineer.com>

Cc: Dubruiel, Paul (CI-StPaul) <paul.dubruiel@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Anderson, Tia (CI-StPaul)
<Tia.Anderson@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; 'Leang Sarin' <lhsarin@gmail.com>

Subject: RE: Larpenteur Crossing

Hi Josh/Tia,

Enclosed you will find our revised site plan and reduced the building for the Larpenteur
crossing development. We have 60’-0” drive thru setback and 6’-0” buffer landscape from
the south property. ’

Josh please update your staff report base on our revised set of plan for our meeting this
coming Thursday.

Greatly Appreciated it.
Thanks.

Best Regards,

Hung Ly, Architect

HL ARCHITECTS

2924 W. St. Germain Street
St. Cloud, MN 56301
Cell: 320-237-7411

From: Williams, Josh (CI-StPaul) [mailto:josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us]
Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 5:59 PM

To: hungly@charter.net; Wayne Stark

Subject: Larpenteur Crossing




Mr. Ly and Mr. Stark,
Attached please find my staff report and recommendations for the Larpenteur crossing application.

If it would be helpful, | am happy to walk you through the process in advance of the hearing this
Thursday.

Josh

il Josh Williams

Senior Planner

Planning and Economic Development
25 W. Fourth Street

Saint Paul, MN 55102

P: 651.266.6659

josh.williams@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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