
As a member of the Land Use Committee of District Council 12 I have followed the issue of the proposed 
sale of land to the adjacent homeowner at the Saint Anthony Park Library.  
 
In my opinion this is an issue of Preservation of Public Green Space. This has been a priority in all of 
Community documents, including the Como 2030 Small Area Plan, our Developer Guidelines and both 
the last and the upcoming 10 Year Comp Plans. When the community owns a patch of green space, 
especially an important one attached to a community hub like the library, and we have a neighborhood 
group that has demonstrated eagerness to care for this ground by gardening there, we should not let 
this become “private”. The value to our community of more garden in this very public area will always 
be greater than the fair market value of the land.  
 
That said, I appreciate that the adjacent property owner has been operating under the assumption that 
some or all of the parcel was theirs and has been paying taxes accordingly. I also know the City has a 
vested interest in a just resolution of this issue.  
 
I would propose a 50/50 split of the lot with half of the area going to the adjacent owners and half 
staying in City hands to be maintained as an extension of the garden at the library. Essentially this will 
split the “wedge of pie” into two pieces. This recognizes the priorities of both parties.  
 
Roger Purdy 

 
1497 Hythe St. 
Saint Paul, MN 55108 
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Dear St. Paul City Council, 
 
I would like to register my opposition to the proposed transfer of city land associated with the St. 
Anthony Park Library to a private party. 
 
City land is precious and should be retained for the enjoyment of all citizens of our city.  There can be 
unforeseen and extremely valuable uses for the land in the future.  Therefore, it is essential for St. Paul 
to keep ownership of the library associated land.  That would benefit the entire city and not just a single 
private party. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
David Fan 
2112 Hoyt Ave W 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
 
 
Re: City Council March 7, 2018 meeting 
Item 18-32 Land Disposal - St. Anthony Park Library 
Please post this to “Comments Opposing” 
To: St. Paul City Council Members Henningson, Thao, Noecker, Tolbert, Brendmoen, 
Bostrom and Prince 
 
Dear Council Member: 
I am writing to oppose the sale of city property to private individuals for two reasons.  
 
The first: In general this is bad public policy.  This land can never be recovered.  It diminishes public land 
with no benefit to the city.  The proposed price is far under the value of land in St. Anthony Park and 
even if the full value was paid it is a pittance of the St. Paul City budget.  The ongoing benefit to citizens 
of the city of St. Paul cannot be measured in dollars but I would venture to say that it is far more than 
the selling price.  Green space is an amenity that is considered when livability ratings are given to cities 
which in turn, attracts people to the city. 
 
The second: In many of the comments at public meetings those of us opposed to the sale have been 
urged to be "neighborly" and allow the sale to go through.  I fail to understand why the people who 
want the land can't be "neighborly" and drop their desire for the land.  Are some neighbors more 
important than others?  Are some people's rights more of value than others? 
 
I urge you to vote NO on this proposal.  Land grabs are a thing of the past or should be. 
Thank you for your attention. 
Bill Lerman 
2301 Como Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To whom it may concern: 

 
 As a resident of St Anthony Park for 50 years, I oppose the sale of city library land to a single 

homeowner as is proposed.  
 
The situation regarding the mistake about the property line of the Foss family lot is very unfortunate. But why 
should the wish of the original donor and the property given to the Library be suddenly altered? 
 
Everybody can see by looking at the plot of land that such a division of the land is not realistic. Who would divide a 
rectangle of land into 2 triangles? 
  
Could the portion of land the Foss family wants to buy be reduced?  
 
Maryse Fan 

 
--  
Maryse Fan 
2112 Hoyt Ave W 
St Paul, MN 55108 
 
This email is in reference to RES PH 18-32 Land disposal - St. Anthony Pk. Library, File # 04-2016. 
 
For almost two years I have been following the controversy about selling property that was given to the 
St. Anthony Park Library for parkland in 1917. 
 
I have weighed both sides, and what I find most troubling is how easily public land can become privately 
owned. It appears to be based on the negligence of the property owners. They did not obtain an official 
survey of Lot 20 when the property was sold. 
 
I request that the City Council vote NO to this sale in the hope that with more time, a more equitable 
compromise can be reached. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Verena Larson 
2270 Carter Avenue 
 
 
 
Dear Saint Paul City Council, 

We are opposed to the sale of approximately 90 percent of the disputed plot of land between the library 
and the homeowners at 2239 Como Avenue.  We would prefer that the city sell a smaller portion of the 
disputed plot.   

We have enjoyed the work that has been done by the St. Anthony Park Garden Club to remove the 
invasive species of plants and replace them with pollinator plants. We have wandered the areas that have 
been planted and wish to keep them available for all to walk through and enjoy.  We believe that a larger 
portion of Lot 21 needs to remain part of the Library's land to make use of the gardens practical by any 
visitors.  



We are regular patrons of this library and have been donors to Friends of the St Paul Public Library for 
years. 

Kathy & Stewart McIntosh 

1364 Keston St 

 

 

This email is in reference to RES PH 18-32 Land disposal - St. Anthony Pk. Library, File # 04-2016. 
 
I urge the City Council to vote no to selling this land. 
 
Doing so will honor the gift of this land to the city by Harold and Celia Clemons in 1917 and preserve this 
space for public use now and in the future. 
 
It is helpful to think of the area around the library as a Library Park which contains a Carnegie Library 
Building at its center. We should consider the future of this land in terms of a public park, rather than a 
place to possibly expand the building in the next twenty years. We should react as we would if someone 
suddenly claimed they felt they owned part of College Park and decided to assert their ownership. 
 
This very local issue has engendered strong feelings on both sides. It would be ideal if instead of a yes or 
no vote at this time, the interested parties in the neighborhood would practice neighborliness and 
continue to meet until an amicable consensus can be reached. 
 
If you cannot vote no on the proposal, then I urge the City Council to postpone this decision for a period 
of time, such as two election cycles. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virgil Larson 
 
2270 Carter Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108 

 

 
 


