
 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Patty Radford Henderson 
435 Portland Ave 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
9522-465-9731 

 
As a St. Paul resident, and Medical Student, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored 
tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Emilia Vesper 
380 Wheelock pkwy e #215 
Saint Paul, MN 55130 
15052178562 



As a St. Paul resident, and physician, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco 
products to adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
As an anesthesiologist, I can tell you that putting patients with a history of tobacco abuse under anesthesia is more 
difficult than nonsmokers . 
Smokers have more anesthetic and surgical complications. 
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. David Jaeger 
380 Mississippi River Blvd S 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 
6516969232 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Priscilla Thomas 
2312 Brewster St. 
St. Paul, MN 55108 



As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Ellen Rest 
740 Victoria St. S #147 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
6512479654 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Hollis Waalen 
1524 Branston St 
Saint Paul, MN 55108 
651-644-9402 

 



As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Paula Keller 
1272 Eleanor Ave 
St. Paul, MN 55116 
6517974067 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Rodney Henrichs 
1272 Eleanor Ave 
St Paul, MN 55116 
651.797.4067 

 



As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Anne Horst 
1095 Osceola Ave. 
Apt 105 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 
651-231-2884 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an obligation to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Gregory Filice 
15 Crocus Place 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
6512740583 



As a pediatrician and a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored 
tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has a great opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-
flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access 
and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Maren Olson 
1446 Fairmount Ave 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 
651-645-1062 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Kealy Malmgren 
640 Jackson St 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
6123965298 
 
 



As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Deborah Wexler 
1405 Fairmount Ave 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 
651-647-9009 
 

Postcards from “Beautiful Lie Ugly Truth: 
Nouchi Vang 

688 Hawthorne Avenue E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Su Meh 

1089 Burnquist Street #12 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

WaBee Jer 

1960 Case Avenue E 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Bee Yang 

1715 Maryland Ave 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Pleh Reh 

1089 Burnquist Street  

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Sue Vang 

1711 California Ave E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Socorro Senske 



2112 Manitou Ave 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Sarah Xiong 

1795 E Hawthorne Ave 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Tu Meh 

1277 Magnolia Ave #101 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Occupant 

1580 Edgerton Street 

St Paul, MN  55130 

 

Jong Yang 

682 Magnolia Ave E #13 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Cldo Heu 

1405 Rose Ave 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Vang Xiong 

937 Hazelwood Street 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Paitria Xiong 

847 Jessamine Ave E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Lillian Yang 

1030 Atlantic Street 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Postcards from 11 people in Support of the Menthol Ordinance Change: 

 
1. Klaw Meh 

12xx Sylvan St 

 

2. Ngo Meh 
12xx Sylvan St 

 

3.  Mee Meh 

12xx Sylvan St 

 
4.  Pao Thao 

7xx E Magnolia Ave 

 

5.  Gao Vang 
57 Iowa Ave W 

 



6. Chenee Vue 
5xx Hoyt Ave E 

 

7. Alizabeth 
4xx Maryland 

 

8. Gao Y (sp) 
6xx Bedford 

 

9. Yeng Lee 

270 Larpenteur 

 
10. Xai Sarah Lee 

1527 L’Orient St 

 

11. Anna Yang 
Xxx Desoto 

From: Thomas Briant [mailto:info@natocentral.org]  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 8:38 AM 
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward1 <Ward1@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; #CI-StPaul_Ward2 <Ward2@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; #CI-StPaul_Ward3 
<Ward3@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; #CI-StPaul_Ward4 <Ward4@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; #CI-StPaul_Ward5 <Ward5@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; 
#CI-StPaul_Ward6 <Ward6@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
Cc: Niziolek, Dan (CI-StPaul) <dan.niziolek@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
Subject: Process on Menthol, Mint and Wintergreen Ordinance 

 

Coalition of Neighborhood Retailers 

DATE:     October 20, 2017 

TO:          St. Paul City Council Members 

CC:                  DSI Deputy Director Dan Niziolek  

We note that the agenda for the October 25, 2017 St. Paul City Council meeting includes Item No. 20, which is 

the proposed menthol, mint and wintergreen sales restriction ordinance.  As you will recall, the city council 

approved proceeding with a process that would include all stakeholders to consider the impact of the proposed 

ordinance and potential mitigation strategies.  We envision that an appropriate process could involve up to five 

stakeholder meetings to:  

(1) Consider the economic impact of a citywide menthol, mint and wintergreen sales restriction. 

(2) Discuss the need for an economic impact study that analyzes the St. Paul retail impact and how such a study 

could be funded. 

(3) Research the importance of allowing less harmful mint and wintergreen tobacco products to remain on the 

market, since the discussion to date has focused almost exclusively on menthol cigarettes. 

(4) Talk about other options that retailers brought up during the public hearings on the ordinance. 
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(5) Investigate what resources the City of St. Paul and the Association for Non-Smokers Minnesota will provide 

to retailers that would be severely impacted by the ordinance. 

(6) Research mitigation strategies to lessen the fallout on retailers and the communities that they serve. 

(7) Study the recent announcement by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that is seeking public input on 

how to regulate menthol cigarettes on a federal level. 

(8) Review proposed compliance timelines for a future effective date. 

(9) Consider other issues that may be raised as a part of the discussions during these on-going stakeholder 

meetings. 

With the city council’s recognition of the need for a proper process, we reiterate our request that the city council 

should not take any final action on the ordinance at the October 25th council meeting other than to postpone a 

vote on the ordinance to allow the stakeholder process to be completed over the coming months. 

 

Your decision at the conclusion of the continued public hearing held on September 20th to proceed with an 

inclusive stakeholder process and involve the Business Review Council was the correct action to take and we 

look forward to the stakeholder meetings. 

 
From: Annette Wallick [mailto:annette.e.ralph@xcelenergy.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 10:43 AM 
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3 
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
Sincerely, 
Annette Wallick (Ralph) 
Mrs. Annette Wallick 
528 Ashland Avenue, #2 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

 

 

 

From: Ann Erickson [mailto:ann.erickson75@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 4:54 PM 

To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3 

Subject: Please support menthol ordinance 

mailto:annette.e.ralph@xcelenergy.com
mailto:ann.erickson75@gmail.com


Dear Council Member Chris Tolbert, 

I am writing in support of the menthol ordinance that is currently being considered by the city council. A 

favorite former manager of mine recently died from tobacco use. He quit smoking in mid-life but still 

succumbed to lung cancer. He was a wonderful individual, wicked smart and a wicked sense of humor. Years 

later I still repeat his wry wisdom related to working in a big corporate environment "The critics will multiply 

like fruit flies, but don't let that stop you" was one of my favorites.  

The menthol ordinance will help save lives like those of my friend Dave. Please vote for public health and 

safety on October 25th. 

Thank you, 

Ann Erickson 

1850 Rome Ave, St Paul MN 55116 

 

 

 

From: Thomas Briant [mailto:info@natocentral.org]  

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 8:38 AM 

To: #CI-StPaul_Ward1; #CI-StPaul_Ward2; #CI-StPaul_Ward3; #CI-StPaul_Ward4; #CI-StPaul_Ward5; #CI-

StPaul_Ward6; #CI-StPaul_Ward7 

Cc: Niziolek, Dan (CI-StPaul) 

Subject: Process on Menthol, Mint and Wintergreen Ordinance 

Coalition of Neighborhood Retailers 

DATE:                    October 20, 2017 

TO:                         St. Paul City Council Members 

CC:                          DSI Deputy Director Dan Niziolek  

We note that the agenda for the October 25, 2017 St. Paul City Council meeting includes Item No. 20, which is 

the proposed menthol, mint and wintergreen sales restriction ordinance.  As you will recall, the city council 

approved proceeding with a process that would include all stakeholders to consider the impact of the proposed 

ordinance and potential mitigation strategies.  We envision that an appropriate process could involve up to five 

stakeholder meetings to:  

(1) Consider the economic impact of a citywide menthol, mint and wintergreen sales restriction. 

(2) Discuss the need for an economic impact study that analyzes the St. Paul retail impact and how such a study 

could be funded. 

(3) Research the importance of allowing less harmful mint and wintergreen tobacco products to remain on the 

market, since the discussion to date has focused almost exclusively on menthol cigarettes. 

(4) Talk about other options that retailers brought up during the public hearings on the ordinance. 

(5) Investigate what resources the City of St. Paul and the Association for Non-Smokers Minnesota will provide 

to retailers that would be severely impacted by the ordinance. 

(6) Research mitigation strategies to lessen the fallout on retailers and the communities that they serve. 

(7) Study the recent announcement by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that is seeking public input on 

how to regulate menthol cigarettes on a federal level. 

(8) Review proposed compliance timelines for a future effective date. 

(9) Consider other issues that may be raised as a part of the discussions during these on-going stakeholder 

meetings. 

With the city council’s recognition of the need for a proper process, we reiterate our request that the city council 

should not take any final action on the ordinance at the October 25th council meeting other than to postpone a 

vote on the ordinance to allow the stakeholder process to be completed over the coming months. 

Your decision at the conclusion of the continued public hearing held on September 20th to proceed with an 

inclusive stakeholder process and involve the Business Review Council was the correct action to take and we 

look forward to the stakeholder meetings. 

 

  

mailto:info@natocentral.org


From: Kristine Erickson [mailto:kristine.m.erickson@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 12:44 PM 
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco 
 
 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Kristine Erickson 
289 5th St E 
Unit 311 
St Paul, MN 55101 

 
Postcards from “Beautiful Lie Ugly Truth: 
Nouchi Vang 

688 Hawthorne Avenue E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Su Meh 

1089 Burnquist Street #12 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

WaBee Jer 

1960 Case Avenue E 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Bee Yang 

1715 Maryland Ave 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Pleh Reh 

1089 Burnquist Street  

St Paul, MN  55106 

mailto:kristine.m.erickson@gmail.com
mailto:Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us


 

Sue Vang 

1711 California Ave E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Socorro Senske 

2112 Manitou Ave 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Sarah Xiong 

1795 E Hawthorne Ave 

St Paul, MN  55119 

 

Tu Meh 

1277 Magnolia Ave #101 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Occupant 

1580 Edgerton Street 

St Paul, MN  55130 

 

Jong Yang 

682 Magnolia Ave E #13 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Cldo Heu 

1405 Rose Ave 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Vang Xiong 

937 Hazelwood Street 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Paitria Xiong 

847 Jessamine Ave E 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Lillian Yang 

1030 Atlantic Street 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Dee North 

1678 Edgerton Street 

St Paul, MN  55130 

 

Hsaw Meh 

1089 Burnquist Street #14 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Bu Meh 

1089 Burnquist Street #2 

St Paul, MN  55106 



 

Nor Lee 

614 Rose Avenue E 

St Paul, MN  55130 

 

Bet Mehr 

1089 York Avenue #5 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Bao Lo 

1022 Earl Street 

St Paul, MN  55106 

 

Libby from Arlington Avenue called to ask CM Bostrom to vote to support the Menthol ordinance. 

 
Dear Council Member Dan Bostrom,   

I am writing in support of the menthol ordinance that is currently being considered by the city council. A favorite former manager of mine 

recently died from tobacco use. He quit smoking in mid-life but still succumbed to lung cancer. He was a wonderful individual, wicked smart 

and a wicked sense of humor. Years later I still repeat his wry wisdom related to working in a big corporate environment. "The critics will 

multiply like fruit flies, but don't let that stop you" was one of my favorites.  

The menthol ordinance will help save lives like those of my friend Dave. Please vote for public health and safety on October 25th. 

Thank you, 

Ann Erickson 

1850 Rome Ave, St Paul MN 55116 

ann.erickson75@gmail.com 

c 651-808-3297 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
Annette Wallick (Ralph) 
Mrs. Annette Wallick 
528 Ashland Avenue, #2 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

mailto:ann.erickson75@gmail.com
tel:(651)%20808-3297


Traielle and Brielle Godfrey (794 Case Avenue) stopped by the office Monday, October 23, 2017.  They are 

both FOR the menthol restrictions. This is  all about saving lives.   They know they need to give small 

businesses time to implement the changes.  They feel they have to start small and this is the best way to do that. 

 
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to 
adult-only tobacco stores.  
 
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking menthol-flavored 
tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will decrease youth access and 
exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing. 
 
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start smoking and harder 
for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African Americans, women, LGBTQ communities 
and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco use rates are therefore much higher in these priority 
populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult 
African American smokers. Additionally, in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol 
cigarettes. 
 
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being of our youth. 
And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces excess medical costs, which 
are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the City of St. Paul will continue its history of 
leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of menthol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Katherine bowman 
1724 Hampshire Ave 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 

 

 

 

 


