From: Gregory Filice [mailto:filic001@umn.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 8:50 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an obligation to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Gregory Filice
15 Crocus Place
Saint Paul, MN 55102

From: Anne Horst [mailto:ahorst@alumni.nd.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 8:20 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,

Dr. Anne Horst
1095 Osceola Ave.
Apt 105
Saint Paul, MN 55105

From: Rodney Henrichs [mailto:rhenrich@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 8:12 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Mr. Rodney Henrichs
1272 Eleanor Ave
St Paul, MN 55116

From: Hollis Waalen [mailto:hollis.krug@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:47 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult

smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Hollis Waalen
1524 Branston St
Saint Paul, MN 55108

From: Ellen Rest [mailto:elberest@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:26 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Ellen Rest
740 Victoria St. S #147
Saint Paul, MN 55102

From: Priscilla Thomas [mailto:priscilla456@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:14 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.

The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Priscilla Thomas
2312 Brewster St.
St. Paul, MN 55108

From: Paula Keller [mailto:pkathome@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 7:56 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Paula Keller
1272 Eleanor Ave
St. Paul, MN 55116

From: David Jaeger [mailto:jaeger@aapa.com]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 3:09 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, and physician, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of mentholflavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.
As an anesthesiologist, I can tell you that putting patients with a history of tobacco abuse under
anesthesia is more difficult than nonsmokers .
Smokers have more anesthetic and surgical complications.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. David Jaeger
380 Mississippi River Blvd S
Saint Paul, MN 55105

From: ormanpmk@juno.com [mailto:ormanpmk@juno.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 8:49 AM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward1-7
Subject: Menthol cigarettes need to go

Dear Saint Paul City Council Members,
I urge you to restrict the sale of flavored cigarettes to include menthol ones. It amazes me how the
tobacco industry continues to be allowed to sell their products, which kill when used as directed. We
need to do all we can to discourage tobacco use: for our health, our healthcare costs, and the health of
our kids. Please join Minneapolis in this critical initiative.
Paul Orman
Goodrich Ave
Saint Paul 55105

From: Maren Olson [mailto:olson.maren@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 8:19 AM

To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: ST. PAUL PEDIATRICIAN supports restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a pediatrician and a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of
menthol-flavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has a great opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives.
Taking menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner
stores will decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Maren Olson
1446 Fairmount Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

From: Deborah Wexler [mailto:dw2717@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 1:13 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Deborah Wexler
1405 Fairmount Ave

Saint Paul, MN 55105

From: Kealy Malmgren [mailto:Kealy.r.ham@healthpartners.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 10:33 AM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Kealy Malmgren
640 Jackson St
St. Paul, MN 55101
From: Andrea Capaul [mailto:ca @umn.edu]
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 1:00 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco
Ms. Jane Prince,
As a St. Paul resident, mother to a toddler, and cancer survivor from Hodgkins Lymphoma, I am writing
to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco
stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult

smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Andrea Capaul
19xx Wilson Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55119
From: advocacy@mylegislators.com [mailto:advocacy@mylegislators.com] On Behalf Of Scottie Owens
Sent: Saturday, October 7, 2017 5:47 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Letter to St. Paul City Council Members

Dear Cnclm Prince, Banning the sale of all flavored menthol cigarettes in addition to mint and
wintergreen dip is clearly an attempt by City Council to further limit the choices of adult tobacco
consumers, and it\'s UNFAIR! These restrictions on legal tobacco products go too far.
Attempting to ban flavored tobacco is a prime example of government overreach. St. Paul has
already banned all flavored tobacco in the city except for menthol, mint, and wintergreen.
Banning these products even further unfairly limits my choices as an adult tobacco consumer.
It\'s not about flavors. It\'s about limiting adult choices. Banning flavors will only undermine
local small businesses and threaten our city\'s economy. Please STOP targeting adult tobacco
consumers with unreasonable regulations. This is an important issue to me and I will remember
how you vote. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Scottie Owens 13xx 3rd St E Saint
Paul, MN 55106-5816

From: advocacy@mylegislators.com [mailto:advocacy@mylegislators.com] On Behalf Of Mary Vestal
Sent: Saturday, October 7, 2017 12:32 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Letter to St. Paul City Council Members

Dear Cnclm Prince, Banning the sale of all flavored menthol cigarettes in addition to mint and
wintergreen dip is clearly an attempt by City Council to further limit the choices of adult tobacco
consumers, and it\'s UNFAIR! These restrictions on legal tobacco products go too far.
Attempting to ban flavored tobacco is a prime example of government overreach. St. Paul has
already banned all flavored tobacco in the city except for menthol, mint, and wintergreen.

Banning these products even further unfairly limits my choices as an adult tobacco consumer.
It\'s not about flavors. It\'s about limiting adult choices. Banning flavors will only undermine
local small businesses and threaten our city\'s economy. Please STOP targeting adult tobacco
consumers with unreasonable regulations. This is an important issue to me and I will remember
how you vote. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Mary Vestal 1300 Wilson Ave Saint
Paul, MN 55106-5771

From: advocacy@mylegislators.com [mailto:advocacy@mylegislators.com] On Behalf Of Kelly Thornell
Sent: Sunday, October 8, 2017 2:17 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Letter to St. Paul City Council Members

Dear Cnclm Prince, Banning the sale of all flavored menthol cigarettes in addition to mint and
wintergreen dip is clearly an attempt by City Council to further limit the choices of adult tobacco
consumers, and it\'s UNFAIR! These restrictions on legal tobacco products go too far.
Attempting to ban flavored tobacco is a prime example of government overreach. St. Paul has
already banned all flavored tobacco in the city except for menthol, mint, and wintergreen.
Banning these products even further unfairly limits my choices as an adult tobacco consumer.
It\'s not about flavors. It\'s about limiting adult choices. Banning flavors will only undermine
local small businesses and threaten our city\'s economy. Please STOP targeting adult tobacco
consumers with unreasonable regulations. This is an important issue to me and I will remember
how you vote. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Kelly Thornell 1300 Wilson Ave
706 Saint Paul, MN 55106-5777

From: Sylvia Amos [mailto:
@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 11:35 PM
To:

Cc:
Subject: Ordinance to Restrict the Sale of Menthol Tobacco
Dear Council President Stark and Members of the Saint Paul City Council,
I was at the hearing this evening and testified last for the side in favor of the ordinance. Unfortunately,
time was running out and I wanted to respect the time that was allotted and as a result I was not able to
give the full testimony I had prepared.
I would like to share what I was unable to share because it is important to me. I hope all of you will read
them. See below:
Let’s talk about the Beautiful Lie and the Ugly Truth
The Beautiful Lie
Big tobacco has known that cigarettes are deadly, but for decades the harmful effects of smoking have
been their best-kept secret. Unfortunately, they can no longer blatantly lie about the ill effects of
smoking.
It is now widely known, the harmful effects smoking has on the body, the environment, and the cash
that would otherwise be in our pockets.
The Ugly Truth
✓
The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting the African American community, women,
LGBTQ, and youth with menthol tobacco marketing.
✓
Tobacco companies add menthol to cool the throat and make the poison taste better.
✓
Menthol is so addictive that it makes it extremely hard to near impossible to quit. Nine out of
10 smokers never quit, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse.
✓
Anything from smoking a cigarette to inhaling the toxic fumes from cigarettes around you can
cause unwanted, detrimental effects - Throat, Stomach, Lung, Bladder & Pancreatic Cancer - Increased
Stillbirth Risk - Heart Attacks - Stroke - and COPD.
✓
The cost of smoking goes far beyond a pack of cigarettes. There are numerous “hidden” costs of
smoking that many people don’t even think about or consider. Increased Life Insurance & Health
Insurance rates & Increased Health Care costs – To name a few.
✓
Tobacco smoke harms the pets we love. Animals can face problems such as respiratory issues,
allergies, nasal & lung cancer in dogs and lymphoma in cats.
✓
Smoking shortens life - According to the CDC and Prevention, on average, smokers will die 13 to
14 years earlier than nonsmokers.
Below is what I was able to share, very quickly:
Last week, the opponents of this restriction compared the value of a human life to menthol cigarette
profits, and said, “this doesn’t cost the people in the green shirts anything”.
This display board shows what this Black woman standing before you today in a green shirt has
personally lost – the life of my mother, the life of a husband, and the life of three aunts, just to name a
few!

Most of the speakers said 40-50% of their tobacco sales come from menthol products. We know that
88% of African American’s who smoke, smoke menthols, which means the majority of their customers
are likely African American.
I can only conclude, that as long as the greatest impact is on black lives, it doesn’t matter. The value of a
life is priceless for all lives except black lives. I know you are tired of hearing about “Black Lives”, but
guess what, you won’t stop hearing about Black Lives until you value our lives as much as you value
yours.
We all know the targeting of African Americans has been intentional. You name it, from drug wars,
pipeline to prisons, to denial of opportunity, it has been done to us. African Americans have been
targeted in every way possible and the target is still on our backs.
Black bodies have been experimented on ever since we were kidnapped and brought here so this
country can profit from our free labor. From the Tuskegee experiment, to Henrietta Lacks, to the
Hollywood blockbuster The Godfather and what they said about the distribution of drugs, “ …. sell ‘em
to the Darkies … they’re animals anyway, so let them lose their souls”. Since slavery until today, black
lives have never mattered.
Our fight is about saving lives! Marketing studies showed that the companies carefully researched the
menthol segment of the market in order to recruit younger smokers to their brands. Our goal is to keep
menthol cigarettes out of the hands of the youth in our communities. We cannot afford to have another
generation sentenced to death because large tobacco needs to replace those that have died from
smoking related illnesses with warm, young, black bodies. What you are telling me is as long as you
make a profit, you don’t care. You don’t put profits above life, you put life above profits. All lives
should matter!
I support the ordinance and urge you to pass it!
Respectfully,
Dr. Sylvia Amos
Director of Programs
Stairstep Foundation &
Women's President, MN State Baptist Convention

Ward 7 received 24 additional postcards:

-----Original Message----From: Kelly Martinson [.us]
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 8:05 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.

We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Kelly Martinson
16xx Laurel Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55104

-----Original Message----From: Patty Radford Henderson [mailto.com]
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2017 10:23 AM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Patty Radford Henderson
4xx Portland Ave
St. Paul, MN 55102

-----Original Message----From: Marietta Dreher [mailto: .net]
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 7:48 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Marietta Dreher
17xx Hubbard Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104

-----Original Message----From: Hollis Waalen [mailto: @gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:47 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Hollis Waalen
1524 Branston St
Saint Paul, MN 55108

-----Original Message----From: Ellen Rest [mailto: gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:26 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.

We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Ellen Rest
740 Victoria St. S #147
Saint Paul, MN 55102

-----Original Message----From: Priscilla Thomas [mailto comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:14 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Priscilla Thomas
2312 Brewster St.
St. Paul, MN 55108

From: ormanpmk@juno.com [mailto:ormanpmk@juno.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 8:49 AM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward1-7
Subject: Menthol cigarettes need to go
Dear Saint Paul City Council Members,
I urge you to restrict the sale of flavored cigarettes to include menthol ones. It amazes me how the
tobacco industry continues to be allowed to sell their products, which kill when used as directed. We
need to do all we can to discourage tobacco use: for our health, our healthcare costs, and the health of
our kids. Please join Minneapolis in this critical initiative.
Paul Orman
Goodrich Ave
Saint Paul 55105

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Deborah Wexler
1405 Fairmount Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

As a pediatrician and a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of
menthol-flavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has a great opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives.
Taking menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner
stores will decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Maren Olson
1446 Fairmount Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an obligation to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces

excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Gregory Filice
15 Crocus Place
Saint Paul, MN 55102

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Anne Horst
1095 Osceola Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55105

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.

Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Mr. Rodney Henrichs
1272 Eleanor Ave
St Paul, MN 55116

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Paula Keller
1272 Eleanor Ave
St. Paul, MN 55116

As a St. Paul resident, and physician, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of mentholflavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.
As an anesthesiologist, I can tell you that putting patients with a history of tobacco abuse under
anesthesia is more difficult than nonsmokers .
Smokers have more anesthetic and surgical complications.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. David Jaeger
380 Mississippi River Blvd S
Saint Paul, MN 55105

As a St. Paul resident, and Medical Student, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of
menthol-flavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.

We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Emilia Vesper
380 Wheelock pkwy e #215
Saint Paul, MN 55130

-----Original Message----From: Alexis Bylander [mailto:a
@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 5:13 PM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward7 <Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: I support restricting the sale of menthol tobacco

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Ms. Alexis Bylander
270 Brimhall St.
St. Paul, MN 55105

As a St. Paul resident, I am writing to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco
products to adult-only tobacco stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.
Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult

smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Dr. Kealy Malmgren
640 Jackson St
St. Paul, MN 55101

Ms. Jane Prince,
As a St. Paul resident, mother to a toddler, and cancer survivor from Hodgkins Lymphoma, I am writing
to ask you to support restricting the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco products to adult-only tobacco
stores.
The City of St. Paul has an opportunity to protect kids, reduce health disparities and save lives. Taking
menthol-flavored tobacco products out of stores where kids shop like gas stations and corner stores will
decrease youth access and exposure to menthol-flavored tobacco products and marketing.

Menthol cools the throat and masks the harshness of smoking, making it easier for people to start
smoking and harder for them to stop. The tobacco industry has a long history of targeting African
Americans, women, LGBTQ communities and youth with menthol tobacco marketing. Menthol tobacco
use rates are therefore much higher in these priority populations, with 71 percent of LGBTQ young adult
smokers using menthol products along with 88 percent of adult African American smokers. Additionally,
in Minnesota, over 44 percent of high school student smokers smoke menthol cigarettes.
We can no longer prioritize tobacco profits for a limited number of stores over the health and well-being
of our youth. And stopping youth smoking doesn’t just prevent future disease and death, it also reduces
excess medical costs, which are an enormous burden on individuals, families and taxpayers. I hope the
City of St. Paul will continue its history of leadership to reduce smoking by voting to restrict the sale of
menthol.
Sincerely,
Andrea Capaul
1905 Wilson Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55119

