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¢ Incident Type %
[L11 | |Building fire

Incident Type

E1 Date & Times

Check boxes if
dates are the
same as Alarm

D Aild Given or Receivedsy

I [Mutual aid received
2 [[]automatic aid recv.
3 [Mutual aid given

E i -

whair FRID Their
state

Date.

L3

Midnight ia 0000

E2 Shift & Alarms

Local Option

Month Day Year Hr Min Sec
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CONTROLLED Optional, Except for wildland fires
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2014{|08:10:20

B3
Special Studies
Local Cpticn

131 Dchurch, place of worship

161 [ |Restaurant or cafeteria

162 DBar/Ta.vern or nightclub

213 DElementary school or kindergarten
215 [ Jeigh school or junior high

241 [Jcollege, adult education

311 [ Jcare facility for the aged

331 DHospital

342[ |poctor/dentist office
361[ | Prison or jail, not juvenile
419 Eg} l-or 2-family dwalling

429 [ ]Multi-family dwelling

439{ |Rooming/boarding house

449 |commercial hotel or motel
459 jResidential, board and care
464 i:}})ormitory/barracks

519 B Food and beverage sales

4 [Jauvtomatic aid given | | || [Jeontrolled LB ] i |
5 Dother aid given Their LAST UNIT CLEARED, required except for wildland Fires I | | |
Incident Number Last Unit Special special
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Apparatus Personnel |Property §| |, 144}, o000| O
Primary Action Taken (1}
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Contents 000], go00
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Additionmal Action Taken (2) EMS ] } I l PRE-TINCIDENT VALUE: optional
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|52 | |Forcible entry | | | | Propert 000|, 000
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hdditional Action Taken (3) D Check box if resource counts
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Completed Modules|Hj 4 Casualtiesflvone |[JJ3 Hazardous Materials Release I Mixed Use Property
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[X]rire-2 Deaths Injuries (N [ [None 1:1\?](-\)T [ |assembly use
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. . g - X
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700 [ Manufacturing plant
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882 DNon-residential parking garage

891 |:| Warehouse

Outside
124 [ |Playground or park
655 [ |Ccrope or orchard
669 [ |Forest (timberland}
807 []outdoor storage area
919 [ |Dump or sanitazry landfill
g3 I:]Open land or field

936 DVacant lot

938 [___IGraded/care for plot of land
946 [ jLake, river, stream

951 [[jRailroad right of way

960 [ jOther street

961 [ jHighway/divided highway

962 DResidential street/driveway

981 [] Construction site
984 [} EIndustrial plant yard

Lockup and enter a Property Use code only if
you have NOT checked a Property Use box:

1419 |

{1l or 2 family dwelling
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B Property Details

[JN¥ot Remidential

Bi [ 0001

became involved

[ 001

Number of buildings involved

K]wone

Acres burned
{outside fires)

Bz

B3

[Jress than one acre

Estimated Number of residential living units in
building of origin whether or not all units

[:]Buildings not involved

C On-Site Materials[{|None

or Products

Enter up to three codes. Check one
or more boxes for each code entered.

(NN | INone ]

On-site material (1}

amount s

il

On-site material (2}

l | | |

On-site waterial (3)

LSRR .0 TR SV SR L LT R

Complete if there were any significant

of commercial, industrial, energy or

agricultural products or materials on the
Property, whether or not they became involved

Bulk storage or warehousing
Processing or menufacturing
Packaged goods for sale
Repalr or service

Bulk storage or warehousing
Processing or menufacturing
Packaged gocds for sale

Repalr or service

| |Bulk storage or warehousing

Procedaing or manufacturing
Packaged goods for sale

Repair or service

D

Ignition

Dz |71 | |Substructure area or |

Area of fire origin o

Dz |s0 | [Heat from other open |

Heat source *

D3y | [Undetexrmined

Ttem First ignited o 1 Dcheck Box 1if fire spread

wag confined to object
D4 |

of origin
Type of material
first ignited

Required only if item first
ignited code ig G0 or <7C

E1 Cause of Ignition
check box 1if this is an exposure report.
Skip to sectlon @

1 Intentional

2 DUnintentional

3 [:]Failur:e of equipment or heat source

4 DAct of nature

5 DCause under investigation

8] DCause undetermined after lnvesatlgation

Human Factora

B
3Contributing To Ignition

Check all applicable boxes

1 [:]Asleep DNone

2 DPosaibly impaired by
alcohol ox drugs
DUnattended person
DPossibly mental disabled
[]¥hysically Dpisabled

[=a W &) I NN Y

B, Factors Contributing To Ignition

| [[Jwone

[UU | |Undetermined

Factor Contributing To Ignition (1)

l | | |

Factor Contributing To Ignition {2)

D ¥ultiple persons involved

7

Egtimated age of
peraon envolved

DAge was a factor

I

1 DMale 2 [:]Female

Equipment Involved In Ignition

Fi
DNOHE If Equipment was not lnvelved,Bkip to
Section G

Fire S

Fa
| | | |

Equipment Power Source

Equipment Power

G

Enter u

Equipment Involved

Brand I i

Medel l ’

Serial #l

L 1

Year

|

uppression Factors

p to three codes.

Xivone

| [None |

F3Equipment Portability

Fire suppress

| | |

1 DPortable

jon factor (1)

2 DStationarY Fire suppress
portable equipment normally can be
moved by one person, is designed td |

ion factor (2}

be use in multiple locations, and

: . Fire suppress
requires no tocls tc install,

ion factor {3)

H1 Mobile Property Involved

{Twone |

H2 Mobile Property Type & Make

1 DNot involved in ignition, but burned
2 [j:[zwolved in ignition, but did not burn

Mobile property type

3 DInvo}.ved in igaition and burned |

Mokile property make

Local Use

[Jpre-Fire Plan Available
Some of the information preseated in
this repozrt may be based upon reporis
from other Agenciea

[arson report attached

DPolice report attached
DCoroner report attached
[iother repoxrts attached

Meblie property model

Year

License Piate Number State

VIN Number
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Ia Structure Type *

If Fire was In encloged building or a
portableﬂmobile structure complete
‘f . ' the #eﬁt of this form
1 @Enciosed Building
2 DPortable/mobile structure
3 [Jopen structure
4 DAir supported structure
5 DTent:
6 I:]Open platform (. g piers)
7 [[Jundexrground structure gork areas)
8 DConnective atructure (e g. fences)
0 Dother type of structure

T2 Building Status *

1 D Undex construction

2 El Occupied &

3 El Idle, not routlnely uged
4 D Under major removation

5 D Vacant and
6 [ ] vacant and

7 El Being demclished

(o] D Other

u D Undetermined

I3 Buildingw
Height

Count the ROOF as part
of the highest atory

operating

0o

Tetal number of storier
at or above grade

001]

Total number of stories
below grade

gecured

ungaecurad

I4 Main Fioor Sizek

NFIRS-3
Structure
Fire

|| . [ 001, |
Tetal square feet

OR

626

| |

Wwidth in feat

L | BY |

Lenght in feet

T |:| Present

U [ Undetermined

L2 Detector Type

1 [[] smoke
2 [JHeat

3 []combination smoke - heat

B DMore than 1 type present

O [Jother

U [JUndetermined

4 DSprinkler, water flow detection

power

0 [ Jother

3 []riug in

4 [[]Hardwire with battery
5 [JPlug in with battery
6 [ |Mechanical

7 [JMultple detectors &

U D Undetermined

Jq, Fire Origin 4% J3 Number of Stories K Material Contributing Most
Damaged By Flame To Flame Spread
001 {]Below Grade Count the ROOF ag part of the highest story Check 1f mo flame spread gkip To
. s s OR same ag material first ignited s
Story of fire origin 1 Number of stories w/ minor damage OR unable to determine Section L
(1 to 24% flame damage)
i 1
Jz Fire Spread * i Humber of stories w/ significant damage K | l | - [
25 to 49% Flame damage) Item contributing most to flame spread
1 DConfined to obkiect of origin t g
2 DConfined to rocom cf origin ] Mumber of stories w/ heavy damage Kz | | E !
3 DConfined to floor of origin (50 to 74% flame damage) - - - -
Type of material contributing Reguired only if item
4 C’onfined to building of origin most of flame spread contributing
Number of stories w/ extreme damage code is 00 ore?0
5 DBe,yond bullding of orilgin —i {75 to 100% flame damage)
1 Presence of Detectors 3 Detector Power Suppl 5 Detector Effectiveness
*
(in area of the fire) Required if detector operated
Skip to 1 []Battery only
N None Present — ]
IE section M 2 DHardwire anly 1 DAlerted Ogcoupants, cccupants responded

2 [[Joccupants failed to reaspond
3 [j'l‘here were no occupantsg

4 DFailed to alert occupants
U [Jundetermined

Ls

supplies

1.4 Detector Operation
1 [JFire too small
to activate

2 E]Operated
(Complete Section L5}

3 [[JFrailed to operate
{Complete Sectlon L&)

U []Undetermined

5 [|pattery
6 DBattery
0 [Jothex

Detector Failure Reason
Required if detector failed to operate

1 [Jrower failure, shutoff or disconnect

2 [ fwpropsr installation or placement

3 [[Jpefective

4 |:| Lack of maintenance, includes cleaning

migsling or disconnected
discharged cor dead

13 DUndetermined

N E{_E None Present

M1 Presence of Autcmatic Extinguishment System 4

1 [Mirresent

Complete rest
of Section M

Mo

1 []wWet pipe sprinkler

2 DDI’Y pipe sprinkler

) Dother sprinkler system

4 DDry chemical system

5 [} roam system

6 [ JHalogen type system

7 DCarbon dioxide (CO, system
0 Dother special hazard system
U [ ]Uundetermined

Type of Automatic Extinguishment System
Required if fire wag within designed range of AES

*

M3 BAutematic Extinguishment
Syastem Operation

Required 1f fire was withir designed range

1 []operated & effective (Go to M4

2 [j()perated & not effective (M4)

3 [JFire too small to activate

4 [:]Failed to operate (Go to M5}

0 [[]other

U [[Jundetermined

Number of Sprinkler
Heads Operating

Mas

Required if system operated

Number of sprinkler heads operating

M5 Automatic Extinguishment
System Failure Reason

Required if system failed

1 []system shut off

2 [Jwot enough agent discharged

3 [JAgent discharged but did
not reach fire

4 |:|Wrong type of system

5 [[JFire not in area protected

6 [ |System components damaged

7 DLack of maintenance

8 [|Manual Intervention

0 [Jother

U [Jundetermined
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K1 Person/Entity Involved | | | | - [-] |

Local Option Buginegs name (if applicable) Area Code Phona Number
t

‘ oo | | L1 [ —

f "
Check This Box if

Game address as Mr,,Ms., Mrs. First Name MI Last Name Suffix

incident locatien.

Then Bkip the three l ] ] ! | l J ! i

g;‘gi;cate address HNunbear prefix Street or Highway Street Type Suffix
Post Office Box apt. /suite/Room city

L1 |- |

State Zip Code

[]More people involved? Check this box and attach Supplemental Forms (NFIRS-18) as necessary

Same ag per: Involved?
Kz Owner D Then check :ggs b‘;x and skip |OCWEN LOAN SERVICING LLC I | l - E I_l |

The rest of this section.

Local Option Buginess name (if Applicable) Area Code Phone Rumber
Check this box if Mr,,Ms., Mrs. First Name ML Last Name suffix
same address as
incident location. [1100 | | |VIRGINIA | |BR | |
Then skip the three - -
duplicate address Nurber prefix Street or Highway Street Type Suffix
lines.
| | | |FORT WASHINGTON ]
Post DEfice Bex Apt./Suite/Room city
[PA |E19034 E—l [

State zip Code

I. Remarks

Local Cption

SQUAD #1 RESPONDER TO A FIRE IN THE BASEMENT OF A VACANT HOME. SQUAD #1 AND ENGINE #4
PULLED A HAND-LINE TO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE. ENGINE #17 PROVIDED THE WATER SUPPLY.. LADDER 7
AND LADDER #22 ASSISTED WITH VENTILATION AND REMOVING BCARDS THAT WERE COVERING THE WINDOWS
OF THE VACANT HOME.

FIRE INVESTIGATOR BLANK WAS ON SCENE INVESTIGATING. XCEL RESPONDED AND LOCKED GAS METER.
BOARD-UP WAS ALSQO CALLED FCR THREE WINDOWS AND TWO DOORS.

I, Authorization

(8591 | |GUERIN, DINO P | [150 | lc3 | | 06| o1} 2014
Officer in charge ID signature Position or rank Assignment Month Day Year
Check 150 C3 06 | 0111 2014;
sox it %] | 8591 | |GUERIN, DINO P | || 1 |
z:mgfficer Member making report ID signature Pogition or rank Assignment Month bay Year

in charge,

Saint Paul Fire Department 62210 05/01/2014 14-0016167



Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 14-16167 DATE OF INCIDENT: 06-01-2014
TIME OF INCIDENT: 0803 Hours POLICE CASE #: N/A
INVESTIGATOR(s) : Blank, J

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

1426 Desoto Street, Saint Paul, MN 55130

CCCUPANT NAME:

Unoccupied PHONE :

OWNER NAME:

Ocwen Loan Servicing PHONE:none listed

Llc

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

1100 Virginia Drive, Fort Washington, PA 19034

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

AREA OF ORIGIN:Closet of Lower Level

Single Family Dwelling Northwest Bedroom

DAMAGE ESTIMATE:

Building $144,000 Vehicle $n/a Other (Describe) Sn/a

Building $143,000 Vehicle $n/a Other (Describe) $n/a

VALUE:

Damage Estimate 8

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH ] No [} Yes

(1f ves, explain)

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: 7] tes <] No [ ] Unknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: [] Yes Eﬂ No [] Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: [] Yes No [ ]| Unknown

INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [ | Yes # I No [ ] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: [ ] Yes X] No [ ] Unknown

FIRE CAUSE
CLASSIFICATION:

[] guvenile/Incendiary
[] child (under 10 years old)
[ ] undetermined

[ ] Accidental

[] Incendiary

[] Natural

Under Investigaticn

SYNOPSIS:

The Fire Department was called to a report of smoke coming from
the eves of an abandoned dwelling. Upon arrivel firefighters
found smoke coming from the dwelling and quickly stretched
hogelines and extinguished a fire located in the basement. The
rear door cof the house was unlocked. Interior examination
showed signs of copper theft from several rooms. The gas to the
gstructure wag in the off position but Xcel Energy found that
the dwelling was still supplied with electricity. Xcel Energy
disconnected the power to the building. Evidence was collected
for analysis. Interviews will need to be conducted. Thig fire
remaing under invegtigation.

DISPOSITION:

[] E-mail only [] Hold Scene until approved
[] DO NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X] Scene Released
[] Analysis of Evidence Pending ! Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 14-16167 DATE: 06/01/2014 TIME: 0803 HOURS
ADDRESS: 1426 DESOTO STREET INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $144,000 CN#: 14-111-314

SYNOPSIS: :On Sunday, June 1, 2014, at approximately 0803 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of smoke coming from the roof of a dwelling. The location of
the incident was 1426 Desoto Strect. Upon the fire department's arrival, fire suppression
personnel stretched hose lines and quickly extinguished a fire located in a lower level bedroom.
The source of ignition was an open flame. The first fuel ignited was common combustible
materials located along the east wall of the closet or an ignitable liquid. The act that brought
these items together was a purposeful human act. The classification of cause is incendiary.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, OCWEN LOAN SERVICING LLC, 1100 Virginia Drive, Fort
Washington, PA 19034,

0-1-1 Caller.

Neighbor, MICHAEL J WILLIAMS, 462 Arlington Avenue East, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106,
DOB 07/29/1962, 651-776-3161.

Neighbor, DANA EDGELL, 1426 Desoto Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106.

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 0803 hours. I responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 0815
hours. Engine #17 was the first arriving fire department vehicle. At the time of my arrival, fire
extinguishment and checking for extension were underway. At the time of the fire, the visibility
was overcast, the temperature was approximately 64 degrees Fahrenheit, and the winds were
approximately 6 miles per hour out of the south-southwest.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The fire-damaged structure is a two-story split-level dwelling.
The foundation is made of poured cement. The exterior walls are covered with wood siding.
The structure has a pifched roof with asphalt shingles. The interior walls are covered with
drywall. The structure measures approximately 35 feet wide by 25 feet deep. The front of the
structure faces west and the structure runs west {o east.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the west side of the building's exterior
found no smoke and fire damage. The front door was boarded up upon artival of fire
suppression personnel. The front lower level window to the south of the front door was partially




Fire Investigation Report
1426 Desoto Street
Page Two

broken and unlocked when firefighters arrived. The other windows on this side of the structure
were intact upon the arrival of firefighters.

Examination of the south side of the building showed no fire damage but there was smoke
damage visible on the attic ventilation grate at the peak of the roof. The gas meter appeared in
good condition with no fire damage. The meter valve was found in the “off” position by
firefighters and it was noted that there was no lock applied by the gas company.

Observations of the rear of the structure showed no signs of smoke or fire damage. Two of the
rear windows had been previously boarded-up and the remaining window to the south of the
back door was intact. The back door was unlocked, but closed upon arrival of firefighters.

Inspection of the north side of the structure revealed no fire damage and a small amount of
smoke damage visible around the attic vent grate af the peak of the roof. The electric drop was
intact and appeared in good condition. Xcel Energy personnel disconnected the electric meter
during the fire. There did not appear to be any smoke or fire damage around the meter.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Examination of the upper level living room showed no signs of
fire damage and light smoke damage throughout. The kitchen suffered light smoke damage and
had no fire damage. Observations of the stove, microwave oven, and refrigerator revealed no
signs of fire damage. The upper level hallway sustained light smoke damage and no fire
damage. Both upper level bedrooms and the bathroom suffered light smoke damage and no fire
damage. There were holes in the wall in the bathroom below the sink where copper pipes had
been removed.

Examination of the attic area revealed heavy smoke damage but no fire damage.

Examination of the stairway leading to the lower level showed signs of moderate smoke damage
and no fire damage. The storage space beneath the staircase leading to the lower level did not
suffer any smoke or fire damage indicating the door to this area was closed during the fire.

The lower level family room sustained heavy smoke damage from the ceiling level down to
approximately the three-foot level above the floor. There was no fire damage in the family
room.,

Inspection of the lower level bathroom showed smoke damage from the ceiling level down to
approximately the three-foot level above the floor. There were holes knocked into the wall
below the sink where the copper water pipes had been removed. There was no fire damage in
the bathroom.



Fire Investigation Report
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Observations of the laundry room revealed smoke damage from the ceiling level down to
approximately the three-foot level above the floor. The clothes washer, clothes dryer, furnace,
and water heater appeared in good condition with no signs of fire damage. The copper piping
was missing to the utility sink. The electric panel had no fire damage. Firefighters turned off the
main breaker. Breaker #3 was found in the tripped position and it appears that this breaker
covers the lower level bedroom. There was no fire damage to the laundry room.

Investigation of the lower level bedroom showed that the door was missing to the room. The
smoke damage directly outside the door to this bedroom was heavier than in other areas of the
house. The south wall of the bedroom suffered heavy smoke damage from the ceiling level
down to approximately the two-foot level above the floor. The electrical outlet located on the
south wall showed no signs of fire damage. Observations of the west wall of the bedroom
showed a window that had been broken out by firefighters.

Examination of the electrical wall outlet located on the west wall of the lower level bedroom
showed signs of heat damage, but no signs of fire damage. Inspection of the north wall of the
bedroom revealed heavy smoke damage to the wall. The smoke damage descended from the
ceiling level down to approximately the three-foot level nearest the west wall of the room.

There was a closest on the east side of the room. Where the closet was located the heavy smoke
damage on the north wall extended from the ceiling level down to approximately the two-foot
level and lighter smoke damage extended to the floor level. The outlet located on the north wall
of the room did not suffer any fire damage, but did sustain heat damage. Inspection of the east
wall of the room showed a vector pattern that was visible coming from the closet that had no
doors on it. Along the vector patterns there were areas of clean burn above the area of the smoke
vector patterns,

Located within the closet were a recessed light and a ceiling mounted light switch. Examination
of the recessed light revealed no signs of fire damage coming from within the light fixture or the
electrical box that it was attached to. Inspection of the light switch showed that it was intact and
did not show signs that there was any missing mass. The back wall of the closet was charred
more heavily on the north side of the cast wall than the south side of the east wall. The north
wall of the closet suffered the heaviest damage at the floor level in the northwest corner.

Examination of the carpet and carpet padding in this northwest corner of the closet revealed
beavy burning at the floor level.
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INTERVIEWS: 9-1-1 Caller, "~ stated by phone on Sunday, June 1,
2014:

e Tdidn't see or hear anything before the fire.

e My roommate was out walking her dog in the alley behind our house and saw smoke coming
from the eaves and told me to call 9-1-1.

e There haven't been any problems at the house.

Neijghbor, MICITAEL J WILLIAMS, stated in person on Sunday., June 1, 2014

o | saw a Mexican male here at about 7:00 am.
o He's been here the past couple of days.
e There has been a lot of foot traffic at this abandoned house the last few weelks.

. s The people come to the house and knock on the front door and then cut between the houses
and go in the back door.

e Ididn't see or hear anything before the fire today.
o There was a man on the front porch with a long gun a few days ago.

Neighbor, DANA EDGELL, stated in person on 6/3/2014:

I didn't see or hear anything before the fire.
¢ There have been a lot of people entering the house the past couple of weeks.

o There was a guy that was on the porch yesterday that just sat there like he lived there even
though the house is abandoned.

¢ The people that come to the house sometimes ride children's bikes.
e It looks like Mexican and Hmong males in their 20s and 30s that come here.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.
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EVIDENCE: Two samples were collected and sent to the BCA Lab for analysis.

Item #1: Burned catpet and pad from left side of closet, lower level, northwest bedroom
Item #2: Control sample of carpet and pad, right side of closet, lower level, northwest bedroom

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and fire patterns of both movement and

intensity, it is my opinion this fire originated in the closet of the lower level bedroom. The

probable source of ignition was an open flame. The first fuel ignited was either common

combustible materials located in the closet or an ignitable liquid. The act that brought these

i Jogether was a purposeful human act. The classification of cause is incendiary. This
ilfbe submitted to the Saint Paul Police Department for further investigation. This

el my investigation and report.

ire Investigator, A Shift, 6-23-2014



