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Population growth looks different since the recession.
Will the new patterns continue?



Growth rates in Minnesota have converged

Urban: Hennepin & Ramsey

Suburban: Anoka, Dakota & 
Washington  

Exurban: Carver Chisago Isanti 
Scott & Wright

Exurban growth plummeted in the 2000s; 
gained equilibrium in the 2010s
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Growth rates in Minnesota have converged

Urban: Hennepin & Ramsey

Suburban: Anoka, Dakota & 
Washington  

Exurban: Carver Chisago Isanti 
Scott & Wright

Growth Rochester and St. Cloud regions slowed; 
then stabilized
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Growth rates in Minnesota have converged

Urban: Hennepin & Ramsey

Suburban: Anoka, Dakota & 
Washington  

Exurban: Carver Chisago Isanti 
Scott & Wright

Suburban Twin Cities Counties similarly slowed; stabilized
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Growth rates in Minnesota have converged

Urban: Hennepin & Ramsey

Suburban: Anoka, Dakota & 
Washington  

Exurban: Carver Chisago Isanti 
Scott & Wright

Urban counties reversed a decades-long trend of little-to-no growth
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Growth rates in Minnesota have converged

Urban: Hennepin & Ramsey

Suburban: Anoka, Dakota & 
Washington  

Exurban: Carver Chisago Isanti 
Scott & Wright

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Population Estimates Bureau

Balance of Greater MN:  Little–to-no growth in past 5 years
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PoPopulation Change, 
2010-20152010-2015

Majority of the growth 
(88%) occurred in 7-
county metro

• MN grew by 179,000

• Hennepin and Ramsey 
added 98,000 jointly 
(55% of the states 
growth)



Steady growth from St. Paul’s beginning; until ~1950

1960, 313,411
2016, 304,442
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates

Minneapolis 30,517 
St. Paul 16,869 
Maple Grove 7,785 
Rochester 7,031 
Woodbury 6,554 
Plymouth 6,496 
Lakeville 5,779 
Blaine 5,491 
Savage 3,796 
Brooklyn Park 3,731 
St. Louis Park 3,487 
Edina 3,304 
Shakopee 3,235 
Eden Prairie 3,001 
Moorhead 2,918 

Minnesota’s 15 
Fastest Growing 
Cities 
2010-2016



Hennepin and Ramsey county poised to outpace growth in all other areas 
of the state
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Rates of homeownership increase steeply between 20 and 35
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census and American Community Survey



Residents in their 20s are the largest cohort in St. Paul
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Minnesotans are aging fast.
What does it mean to St. Paul?



More older adults than school-age children 
in MN by 2020
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St. Paul is young relative to many other communities



Communities for a Lifetime Initiative



Racial and Cultural Diversity: 
St. Paul is among the most diverse communities



~132,00 People of Color live in St. Paul
(41% of all St. Paul residents)

> 1 in 10 MNs of Color live in St. Paul
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Nearly 1 in 5 St. Paul residents are foreign-born
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St. Paul is quickly becoming “majority-minority”

MinnesotaSt. Paul

Source: 2010-2014 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau



Stay tuned, keep in touch.

mn.gov/demography

susan.brower@state.mn.us

Twitter: @MN_StateData

mailto:susan.brower@state.mn.us
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