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FIRE AND RESCUE CREWS WERE DISPATCHED TO A DWELLING FIRE. THE DWELLING WAS A SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING THAT HAD BEEN CONVERTED INTO AN
UP AND DOWN DUPLEX. THE FIRST ARRIVING COMPANY, ENGINE #18, FOUND HEAVY FIRE COMING FROM THE FRONT PORCH AND EXTENDING INTO THE FIRST
AND SECOND FLOOR UNITS. BACK-UP FIRE INVESTIGATOR JENKINS BELIEVES THAT THE FIRE STARTED ON THE FRONT PORCH AREA.

FIRE CREWS MADE A QUICK HIT ON THE FLAMES ON THE EXTERIOR ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER AND THEN MADE AN INTERIOR ATTACK, THE FIRE ON
FLOORS 1 AND 2 WERE QUICKLY EXTINGUISHED. SEARCHES WERE COMPLETED AND NO VIGTIMS WERE FOUND, THERE WAS AN EXTENSIVE AMOUNT OF
OVERHAUL NEEDED TO ENSURE THAT ALL FIRE WAS EXTINGUISHED FROM CONCEALED SPACES. THE FIRE OID NOT EXTEND INTCO THE ATTIC,




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER:

16-15695 DATE OF INCIDENT: 5/16/2016

TIME OF INCIDENT:

0239 hours POLICE CASE #:

INVESTIGATOR({S) :

G. Jenkins

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

666 Minnehaha Avenue West, 55104

OCCUPANT NAME:

Steve Thoa
DOB 06/03/1564

PHONE:651-235-5840

OWNER NAME:

Peter Vang PHONE:651-238-2859

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

2092 Orange Avenue East, Saint Paul, MN 55119

PROPERTY DAMAGED: Duplex AREA OF ORIGIN:Porch

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building $40,000 Vehicle 8§ Other (Describe) §

VALUE: Building $52,800 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) &

Damage Estimate §10,000

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH No [ ] Yes

(1f yes, explain)

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: [<] Yes ] No [ ] uUnknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: X| ves [] No [] Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: [[] Yes No [ ] Unknown

INFORMATION: Sprinklexr Heads activated: [] Yes # <] No [ ] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: <] Yes [] No [] Unknown

FIRE CAUSE [] Accidental E] Juvenile/Incendiary

CLASSIFICATION: [ ] Incendiary [ ] child (under 10 years old)
[] Natural X] Undetermined
[] Under Investigation

SYNOPSIS: The fire department was called to a report of a dwelling fire.
Crews arrived to find fire showing from the northwest corner of
the porch. The residents in the howme awoke to the sound of the
smoke alarms and a smoke filled house. The residents fled the
home and made sure everyone was safe. The fire originated on
the porch in the area of a television, PlayStation 4, and a
space heater. All of these items were plugged into a power
strip and the resident is unsure if the electrical eguipment
was on, but he was sure the heater was off. The other regidents
in the home stated that he sometimes forgets to turn the heatex
off. There was a problem with the outlets on the poxrch, one
was not operational, but this outlet was not in the area of
fire origin. With all known causes ruled out, this fire has
been ruled undetermined/under investigation.

DISPOSITION: [] E-mail only [ ] Hold Scene until approved

[ ] Do NOT DEMOLISH until approved [[] scene Released

[] Analysis of Evidence Pending ] Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 16-15695 DATE: 05/16/2016 TIME: 0237 HOURS
ADDRESS: 666 MINNEHAHA AVENUE WEST INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $50,000 CN#: 16-094-995
SYNOPSIS: On Monday, May 16, 2016, at approximately 0237 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department was called to a report of a dwelling fire. The location of the incident was 666
Minnehaha Avenue West. Upon the fire department’s arrival, Engine #18’s crew found what
appeared to be fire shown from the northeast corner of the dwelling’s porch. Crews extinguished
the fire and performed overhaul. Investigation revealed the fire appeared to have started in the
northeast corner of the porch. The first materials ignited were common household furnishings.

The ignition source was unknown, The classification of fire cause is undetermined.

PEOQPLE: Property Owner, PETER VANG, 2092 Orange Avenue East, Saint Paul, 55102,
651-238-2859,

Occupant, STEVUE THOA, 666 Minnehaha Avenue West, 651-235-9840, DOB 06/03/1964.
Occupant, VANG THAO, 666 Minnehaha Avenue West, 651-424-9112, DOB 03/27/1988.
Occupant, SENG THAO, 666 Minnehaha Avenue West, 651-363-5282, DOB 01/31/1990.
Occupapt, PANOU YANG, 666 Minnehaha Avenue West, 651-363-5256, DOB 06/21/1994.

Occupant/Juvenile,
Occupant/Juvenile,

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at -

- approximately 0244 hours: -1 responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 0256
hours. Fire extinguishment was still underway upon my arrival. The occupants were all out of

the structure, and no injuries were reported. Weather conditions were fair skies with northwest

winds at approximately 9 mph. The air temperature was approximately 45° Fahrenbeit.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The structure is a one and a half story, single-family dwelling
of wood framed construction with aluminum siding. The house measures approximately 30 feet
wide by 60 feet deep. The address side faces north and the house runs north to south




Fire Investigation Report
666 Minnehaha Avenue West
Page Two

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the exterior found:

North: This is where the majority of the fire damage was located. On the first floor, there were
two double windows hung on either side of an entry door. On the second floor, there were three
small windows. The fire was located in the northwest corner of the porch, on the first floor. The
fire broke the windows and extended up the outside of the building causing charring and burning
of the soffit, siding, and moldings around the windows. There was smoke damage above the
entry door along with some minor charring. The window located to the east sustained heavy
smoke damage above and was broke away due to the heat of the fire.

East; There were two large double hung windows on the first floor. There was no fire or smoke
damage around or above these windows. The second floor has one double hung window with no
damage around it as well. Toward the back of this side was an access door for the first floor.
There was heavy smoke damage above this door. The gas meter is located on this side of the
building toward the front of the house.

South: There are three windows along the first floor and a large amount of trash on this side of
the house. The occupants also keep three small ducks and chickens in a pen in this area. There
was also an exterior stairway that led to the second floor for the resident that lives in the second
unit. There is an access door to the second unit located at the top of the stairway. There was no
apparent fire or smoke damage on this side of the home.

West: Along the first floor there are three windows and an entrance door that lead to a stair well,
which is used to access the second floor. The second floor has several smaller windows. There
is fire damage toward the front of the building that wrapped around to this side from the north
side of the building. Tt is mostly heat damage from the intensity of the fire that extended up to
the second floor and burned away the soffits and damaged the siding.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the interior revealed:

Front Porch: The area of origin was located in this area in the northwest corner. The porch was
split into two sides. The side to the west was used as a sleeping room. There was a couch along
the south wall, an entertainment center in the northwest corner that had a television, a
PlayStation 4, a DVD player, and a space heater next to it. The room was divided by a sheet
hung from the ceiling. The porch to the east was used for miscellaneous storage, such as, fishing
equipment, The fire was located in this room and there was heavy chatring to the west, The
ceiling was burned away throughout the entire area. The walls were also had heavily charred
and contained fire damage. The door to the interior of the structure was chatred on the porch
side and was intact.
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Living Room: There was a burned out couch on the south wall and a small corner cupboard in
the northwest corner of the room. This room was used as a sleeping room for two of the children
in the house. There was evidence of blankets and sleeping materials on the floor. The room also
contained several burned out chairs along the wall. There was heavy fire damage in this room.
Most of the plaster had calcified and in several spots had fallen from the walls. The furnishings
in this room had mostly burned away, leaving just the frames. There were some bedding
materials on the floor.

Front Bedroom: This room had a couch along the eastern wall made up as a bed. There was

also a make shift bed made up on the floor. There was a closet that ran along the southern part of
the room. The northern half of the room was taken up by mostly baby accessories, such as; a
crib, diapers, formula, clothes, and toys. There was smoke damage to most of the things in this
room, but very little charring. The smoke demarcation line was half way down the wall.

Back Bedroom: This room had a double bed along the southern wall with a large television in
front of the bed. There was a table that acted as a desk on the eastern wall. A closet was located
in the northern part of this room. There was no charring or direct fire damage in this room,
There was a good deal of smoke damage and the smoke demarcation line was half way down the
wall,

Kitchen: The kitchen contained a small table in the southern part of the room. The sink, stove,
and cabinets ran along the northern wall. There was trash on the floor along with empty bottles
of soda and empty cans of beer, There was smoke damage throughout this room, with the smoke
demarcation line about three quarters of the way down the wall.

Back Entry and Bathroom: The entry area in the back of the house was full of trash and storage
items. The house keeping in this room was poor. The bathroom was located to the east of the
rear entry and had toiletries lying on the floor and was unkempt. The shower, toilet, and sink
were all on the northern wall. There was smoke damage throughout this room.

Basement: The washer and dryer were kept in this room. The residents also kept a chicken in
the basement.

Second floor: This unit was not furnished very well. There was only a bed and several chairs. It
was well kept. There was light smoke damage throughout the apartment. In the northeast ceiling
corner there was some minor extension from the fire on the first floor. The damage was held to
the attic area and knee walls in the northeast bedroom.
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INTERVIEWS: Occupant, STEVUE THOA, was interviewed at the scene on Monday, May
16, 2016, and he stated:

e I was awakened by the smoke detector sounding.

e 1 went around and woke everyone up and got them out of the house.

Occupant, VANG THAQ, was interviewed at the scene on Monday, May 16, 2016, and he
stated:

e [stored a TV, PlayStation, DVD playet, a space heater on the porch where the fire started.

T had them plugged into a plug strip.

¢ T have had problems with the outlets in this part of the house

¢ Most of the time T stay with my girlfriend.

e Tam 100 percent sure that the space heater was off.

o T am not having any problems with anyone and no one is mad at me.

o My brother, SENG and I, used to be members of the Asian Crips but we are no longer active
with the gang.

Qccupant/Juvenile, was interviewed at the scene on Monday, May 16, 2016,
and she stated:

» Tawoke up to the sound of the smoke detector.
e My brother, VANG, sometimes forgets to turn his space heater off.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. All possible evidence was left on scene for
examination by an insurance company representative.
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CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and the interviews conducted, and fire
patterns of both movement and intensity observed it is my opinion the fire began in the northeast
corner of the front porch. There is one possible fire cause that cannot be eliminated which is an
clectrical malfunction. Due to the degree of damage to the electrical wiring in the area of origin
and the damage to the electrical components, it is not possible to completely eliminate an
clectrical malfunction as a possible ignition source. For these reasons, the ignition source and
the first materials ignited cannot be determined. The classification of fire cause is undetermined
with the most probable cause accidental. This concludes my investigation and repozt.

G. Jenkins, Back-up Fire Investigator, B Shift, 5/17/2016

Gl/su



