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WE RESPONDED TO A REPORT OF A FIRE [N THE BASEMENT. UPON ARRIVAL, ENGINE #10'S GREW AND SQUAD #3'S§ CREW REPORTED FLAMES COMING FROM
THE BASEMENT WINDOW ON THE C AND [ SIDES. BOTH CREWS INITIATED A TRANSITIONAL ATTACK AND THEN MADE ENTRY. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SEARCHES REPORTED ALL CLEAR ON EACH FLOOR. MOST OF THE FIRE WAS CONFINED TO THE BASEMENT BEDROOM WITH SOME EXTENSION TO A FIRST
FLOOR BEDROOM, FIRE INVESTIGATOR NOVAK ON SCENE.

J Property Use 341 Clialo, clinle-type Infirmary 528 Laborefory or sclence laboratory
Structures 342 Daoclor, derlist or oral surgsen offica 812 Llveslock, poully slorage
419 ¢ 1 or 2 family dvelling B15  Eleciic-generaling plant T00  Manufacturing, processing
311 Z4-hour care Nursing homas, 4 or mare persens 213 El y schaol, including kindergarl 572  Molor vehlcle or boat sales, sarvices, repalr
241 Adull eduoation centor, collogs classroom 5§13 Food and beverags sales, grocery slore 423 Mulifamily dwelling
162 Baror nightclub 215 High schooljunfor high sehaolmiddle schoal 882  Parking garage, genaral vehicle
4G4 Bapracks, dormiiory 331 Hospital - medical or psychiatric 450  Residentisl beard and cars
439 Soardi ing fouse, residential hotels 449 Hotelimolel, commerclal 161 Restauranl of cafelerda
§9¢  Businoss office 530 Household goods, sales, repalrs 571 Sorvice slalion, gas slation
131 Church, masqus, synagogue, temple, chapsl 361 Jait, prisen (el Juvanile) 891  \Warehouse
Quisfofe 984  Industrial plani yard - area 980  Slrest, ofher
881 Construction sile 946  Lake, fver, slream 936  Vaoantlol
856  Crops ororchard 931 Open land or field
Look up and enis
91¢  Dymp, sanHary Tandfil 807 Oulside material storage area GPE.ZQ;;«E‘:?:};%ET Property Use ;ﬂl
hava HOT chacked a Cade
66¢  Forest, Umbedand, woodland 124 Playground Proparty Ues Box. | 1 or Z family dvrelling i
628 Graded and cared-for plots of land 951 Railroad right-of-way Propesty Use Desciption
881 Highway or divided hlghway 962 Residentfal slraet, road or rasidentiat drivevay
K1 PersoniEntity Involved { |85t -] 747 || 7727 |
Lecal Optlan Business Name (i Apphicable) Arez Gode Phione Humber
btk i | | jMICHAEL I ] LOvERBO || |
Location (Seclion B),
Then skip the threa Na M5, Wes. Bt Hame Hl ast Name Suifix
duplicale address fines, I 1246 I I ‘ ITTH I I ST ! I W I
Humbet Prefix Strael o Highway Steel Type Suifix
l | 15AINT PAUL |
Fost Olfice Box AptisulteiRoom oty
[MN} 56102 §-
Slale Zip Code
5 a
Kz owner T e GO I D e rest ar s bk, { | |851 |-|274 |-Josss |
Locai Option Bustaess Nano {if Applicable) Area Cade Phene Number
Eheck Ll b
o e ] | [JOSEFH | L] |SKELLEY | |
Loeakion (Section B), -
Then s e thres Nr., Ms, Wes.  Flest Hama Ml tast Name Suff
duplicate addizss ines, l 1249 I ] I I 7TH I i ST E !W '
Humber Prefic Streal or Highway Skeel Type Bufix
| | {SAINT PAUL |
Fost Cfica Rox Apt/Sulte/Roam Chy
[MN] 155102 |-
Stafo ZIp Code
M  Authorization
| 8369 ] | Thomas Mchonough | | DG | | ¢t jloz] 11 ]| 2047 |
Officer in chargs I Slgnature Foston orank Assdgnmant Manth Day “fear
| e36e | | Thomas McDonough | | b Ploz | |11 ] 2017 |
Mamber Making reparl 10 slgnature Posflon af rank Asslgnment, Heath Day Year
L. Remarks
Local Optian:




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 17-05140 DATE OF INCIDENT: 02-11-20L17
TIME OF INCIDENT: 0023 hours POLICE CASE #: N/A
INVESTIGATOR (g) J. Novak

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

1249 West 7°" Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102

OCCUPANT NAME:

Mike Overbo PHONE:651-747-~7727

CWNER NAME:

Jogeph Skelley PHONE:651-274-0996

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

1249 West 7th Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

gingle family dwelling ARFA OF ORIGIN:Basement bhedroom

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building $50,000 Vehicle 8§ Other (Describe) §
VALUE: Bullding $98,600 Vehicle § Other (Describe) $
Damage Egtimate $30,000
CONTENTS ONLY:
INJURY/DEATH No Yes
(if ves, explain)
SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Presgent: [] Yes - No [ | Unknown
SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: L] ves ] No [ | Unknown
CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: D Yes - |:| No D Unknown
INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [[] Yes # [] No [ ] Uunknown
C.0 Detector Present: [] ves [ ] No [ ] Unknown
FIRE CAUSE Accidental ]:] Juvenile/Incendiary
CLASSIFICATION: [ ] Incendiary [] child {under L0 years old)
D Natural [ ] Undetermined
E] Under Investigation
SYNOPSIS: Fire crews responded to a single family dwelling fire with
flames showing from the northeast corner basement windows. Upon
extinguishment, the fire was determined to be in the northeast
corner bedroom in the northeast corner of a bed where the
Secupant had a heater and powerstrip with multiple items
plugged in. The fire was digcovered when it was only about two
feet in diameter. The occupant was unable to extinguish the
| fire with his jacket and left the house. The ignition gource
appeared to be the possible high resistance connection of the
heater and powerstrip or combustible materials too close to the
heater. The first material ignited was plastic from the heater
cord. The classification of cause is accidental.
DISPOSITION: D E-mail only D Hold Scene until approved

L__! DO NOT DEMOLISH until approved~ Scene Released

[] Analysis of Evidence Pending (] Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 17-05140 DATE: 02/11/2017 TIME: 0023 HOURS
ADDRESS: 1249 WEST 7% STREET INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $110,600

SYNOPSIS: On Saturday, February 11, 2017, at approximately 0023 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of a structure fire. The location of the incident was 1249 West
7" Street. Upon the fire department’s arrival, they found a fire venting from a northeast corner
basement windows. Investigation revealed the firé originated in a basement bedroom window in
the area of an electrical power strip and numerous appliances. The ignition source is electrical.
Based on fire patterns and eye witness accounts that put the fire in approximately a two foot
diameter smoldering circle. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, JOSEPH SKELLEY, 1249 West 7" Street, Saint Paul, 55102, 651-
274-0996, DOB 02/22/1951.

Occupant, DANIEL SKELLEY, 1249 West 7% Street, Saint Paul, 55102, 651-216-6019, DOB
02/24/1985,

Occupant, MICHAEL OVERBO, 1249 West 70 Street, Saint Paul, 55102, 651-747-7727, DOB
07/02/19685. -

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 0023 hours, I responded to the incident scene and atrived at approximately 0027
hours. At the time of my arrival, fire personnel were extinguishing the fire. At the time of the
fire the temperature was approximately 40° Fahrenheit, with the winds out of the west/southwest
at approximately 3 — 5 mph and the skies cloudy. Weather was not a factor in the ignition of this
fire.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The fire damaged structure is a two story, wood framed, single
family dwelling. The exterior contained wood lap siding and the interior walls contained wood
lath and plaster. The basement was finished with gypsum board and plaster board on top. The
structure tan north to south in length, with the front of the structure facing south,

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the structure exterior found the only
visible fire was located on the northeast corner where there was flame damaging coming out the
basement east window and north window with some smoke staining extending out the rear entry
way door.




Fire Investigation Report
1249 West 7" Street
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INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the home’s interior found the main floor
of the house had suffered light smoke damage throughout. The second floor of the home also
suffered light smoke damage throughout. T observed no smoke detectors throughout the home,
except for one on the first floor and this particular detector did not contain a battery. '

Examination of the basement found that the majority of the basement had suffered light smoke
damage throughout. The main fire damage was located in the northeast corner bedroom. Within
the bedroom there was a queen-sized matiress. This mattress was extensively burned by the fire.
AV pattern was visible extending up the wall from the mattress. The worst fire damage
appeared to be towards the northeast corner where an electric heater was plugged in with
numerous items, including a cell phone, an I-phone charger, and walkie-talkies were also
plugged in. Upon closer examination of this area, 1 observed that on the south side of the bed,
southeast corner, there were the remains of a candle. The candle was situated on top of some
speakers and there was wax running down the speakers,

INTERVIEWS: Occupant, MICHAEL OVERBO, stated:

e I came home at approximately 11:00 p.m.

o I wentright to bed when I got home because I had been working all day at my girlfriend’s
house.

¢ When I woke up in the middle of the night I saw a fire burning on the corner of the bed.
e The fire was about two feet wide,
e Ido not smoke; I quit smoking January 1.

e The propane tank that was in my bedroom was from the grill that had been stolen out of the
backyard.

o The torch that was in the basement was used on a car that was frozen this past winter.
e The fire was near the power strip and electric Heater in my bedroom.

e Itried to put the fire out with my jacket but the fire kept getting bigger.

¢ [left my room. |

e My brother called 9-1-1.
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There were no smoke detectors sounding because they were taken down because his sister
constantly burns food.

I live at the house with my step-dad JOE and my half-brother DAN.

I don’t know of any electrical problems at the house.

There have not been any problems with the lights dimming.

I did have one problem with one outlet next to my dresser that broken a few days ago.
I do not remember turning on the heater, but I’m not sure if it was on or not.

I do burn candles, but I'm not sure if I had a candle burning or not.

Occupant, DANIEL SKELLEY, stated:

1 arrived home at about 10:00 p.m.

T thought my brother was home in his room sleeping when I got home.

I was playing on my computer when I heard my brother swearing,

I got up and noticed there was smoke coming from my brother’s room.

I wen£ into my brother’s room and saw smoke in the corner and some flames.
I called 9-1-1 and woke up my dad.

I cannot think of any electrical problems in tbe house.

I last saw my brother smoke about six months ago and my brother usually smoked outside.

Property Owner, JOSEPH SKELLEY, stated:

I own the house and have owned the house since about 1991.

1 believe the house was built in the 1900°s.

I have insurance on the house, but I can’t remember with who,
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e [ cannot think of any electrical problems at the house.

PHOTOGRPAHS: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. All possible evidence was left on scene for possible
examination by an insurance company representative.

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and the interviews conducted, it is my
opinion based on my education, background, and experience as well as fire patterns of movement
and intensity observed that the fire originated in the basement northeast bedroom on the
northeast corner of the bed, In this location there was an electric heater and power strip found.
The ignition source is electrical. The first material ignited was bedding material and
miscellaneous items, The action that brought these items together was the electric heater too
close to combustibles. The classification of fire cause is accidental. This concludes my
investigation and report.

J. Novak, Fire Investigator, B Shift, 02/11/2017
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