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REPORT OF A KITCHEN FIRE IN A SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING. FIRE CREWS F
STARTED FROM A GFI QUTLET ON THE COUNTER AND EXTENDED UP THE WA/
TO CHECK FOR EXTENSION, CREWS PREFORMED SALVAGE AND OVERHAUL.

Remarks
Local Option

QUND AND EXTINGUISHED A FIRE IN THE KITCHEN. THE FIRE LOOKS TO HAVE
LL TO THE CARBINETS, CREWS REMOVED THE CABINETS AND OPENED THE WALL
FIRE INVESTIGATOR BLANK ON SCENE FOR INVESTIGATION,




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMEER: 16-15765 DATE OF INCIDENT: (05-16-2016
TIME OF INCIDENT: 1425 Eours POLICE CASE #: N/A
INVESTIGATOR(s) : J. Blank

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

303 Topping Street West, Saint Paul, MN 55104

QCCUPANT NAME:

Alfredo J. Darcourt PHONE:651-210-3237

OWNER NAME:

Eng Tat Ng PHONE:507-398-5493

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

3446 Queen Averme North, Minneapolis, MN 55412

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

Single Family Dwelling AREA OF ORIGIN:Kitchen Outlet

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building $15,000 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) $

VALUE: Building $37,600 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) &

Damage Estimate £3,000

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH No [7] Yes

(if yes, explain)}

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Pregent: K] ves [ ] No [] Unknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: Yes [] No [_] Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: D Yes No D Unknown

INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [ | Yes # <] No [ ] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: [ ] Yes [X] No [ ] Unknown

FIRE CAUSE
CLASSIFICATION:

[] Juvenile/Incendiary
[] child (under 10 years old)
[ ] undetermined

P Accidental

{ ] Incendiary

[] Natural

[] Under Investigation

SYNMOPSIS:

The Fire Department was called to a report of a dwelling fire.
Firefighters arrived to find a swmall kitchen fire and quickly
extinguished the fire. The occupants reported a fire seen in
the corner of the kitchen, to the right of the stove. The
occupants also said they recently plugged in a new fan into the
outlet, just prior to the fire and deny any other problems with
that outlet. The toaster in the area of origin was not plugged
in. Examination of the fan showed a cord with the plug
destroyed by fire, but completely intact plug blades. The
ignition source was electrical energy. The first fuel ignited
was wire insulation. The action that brought these items
together was probably due to either the GFCI outlet or the
installation of the outlet. The classification of fire cause is
accidental.

DISPOSITION:

[] E-mail only [] Hold Scene until approved
[] po NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X] Scene Released
[] Analygis of Evidence Pending Eﬂ Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)




PAGE 1 OF4
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 16-15765 DATE: 05/16/2016 TIME: 1425 HOURS
ADDRESS: 303 TOPPING STREET INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $18,000

SYNOPSIS: On Monday, May 16, 2016, at approximately 1425 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of a kitchen fire. The location of the incident was 303 Topping
Street. Upon the arrival of the fire department, firefighters stretched hose lines and quickly
extinguished the fire. Upon my artival, fire extinguishment and search and rescue were complete.
The origin of the fire appeared to be located in a kitchen electrical wall outlet. The classification
of fire cause is accidental.

PEQPLE: Property Owner, ENG TAT NG, 3446 Queen Avenue North, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55412, 507-398-5493.

Occupant, ALFREDO J. DARCOURT, 303 Topping Street West, 55104, 651-210-3237,
DOB 08/09/1985.

Witness/Occupant, MARCOS A. DEL ANGEL, 73 Delos Street East, Saint Paul, 55107,
701-885-9478, 09/12/1991.

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 1426 hours. I responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 1435
hours. District Chief #2 was the first arriving fire department vehicle. At the time of my arrival,
fire extinguishment and search and rescue were complete. At the time of the fire, the visibility
was partly cloudy, the temperature was approximately 64°F, and the winds were out of the
north/northeast at approximately 9 miles per hour.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The fire damaged structure is a one-story single-family
dwelling. The foundation is concrete block. The exterior walls were covered with asbestos
siding. The structure has a pitched roof covered with asphalt shingles. The interior walls were
covered with plaster and lath. The structure measures approximately 20 feet wide by 30 feet
deep. The structure faces south and the structure runs south to north.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual examination of the south side of the structure showed
no signs of smoke or fire damage. The front door was open upon the arrival of firefighters, and
all of the windows on the south side of the structure were intact. Located to the west of the front
steps, on the side of the structure, was the gas meter. The gas meter appeared in good condition
with no signs of smoke or fire damage. Examination of the gas meter found it to be in the "on"
position,




Fire Investigation Report
303 Topping Street West
Page Two

Observations of the west side of the structure revealed no signs of smoke or fire damage.

Inspection of the north side of the structure revealed smoke damage over the rear door of the
structure which faced eastbound. A window located closest to the east wall was broken out, and
it is unknown if this was due to fire damage or firefighting efforts. Two other windows on this
side of the structure’s first floor were found intact but in the open position to aid in ventilation.
The electric meter was located on the north side of the structure closest to the west wall. The
electric meter showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and appeared in good condition. The
conduit that ran upward from the electric meter towards the weather-head showed no signs of
smoke or fire damage and appeared in good condition.

Examination of the east side of the structure showed signs of fire damage closest to the north
side of the structure where the kitchen was located. Firefighters removed siding on this side of
the structure to expose fire damage inside the wall. The rest of the east side of structure showed
no signs of smoke or fire damage. A door found on the east side of the structure, which led to the
kitchen, was open and showed no signs of forced entry.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: The interior examination started through the kitchen door
located on the east side of the structure, closest to the north wall. Observations of the kitchen
revealed that there was a vector pattern of fire damage located along the south kitchen wall to the
south of the kitchen stove. This fire damage extended upward and outward away from the
electrical outlet located on the wall at the base of the fire damage. The vector pattern of fire
damage extended to the east wall of the kitchen and included cabinetry and the ceiling.
Inspection of the kitchen stove showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and all burners were
found in the “off” position.

Inspection of the outlet revealed that there was burning to the wood and lath located underneath
the plaster around the outlet. Visualization of the outlet box showed heavy fire damage to the
interior of the outlet box as well as oxidation to the bottom of the outlet box and beading of the
wires within the interior of the outlet box.

An electrical fan was found on the floor at the base of the outlet box with no fire damage. The
cord to the electrical fan was found on the countertop near the electrical outlet. The cord to the
electrical fan had its plug melted off with both electrical plug blades exposed but both fully intact
with no signs of arcing. Also, located in the area of origin was an electric toaster that suffered
heavy fire damage. The refrigerator was located across the kitchen closest to the kitchen door on
the north side of the kitchen and showed no signs of smoke or fire damage.

Inspection of the living room located to the south of the kitchen showed moderate smoke damage
from the ceiling level extending downward approximately three feet. There was no fire damage
visible in the living.
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Observations of the bedroom and bathroom located on the first floor showed signs of moderate
smoke damage but no signs of fire damage.

A staircase leading to the second floor attic showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and the
attic space showed no signs of smoke or fire damage.

Inspection of the basement showed no signs of smoke or fire damage. Observations of the
furnace and water heater revealed no signs of smoke or fire damage. The electric panel was
located along the north wall of the basement and showed no signs of smoke or fire damage,
Firefighters had shut off the electric main switch and all of the individual circuit switches,
Inspection of the wiring located above the electric panel showed no signs of smoke or fire
damage.

INTERVIEWS: Witness/Occupant, MARCOS A. DEL ANGEL, stated in person on Monday,
May 16, 2016:

e I was outside when I heard the smoke detector going off and could see smoke and fire
coming from the kitchen.

¢ 1 looked in the kitchen door and could see a fire burning on the (south) wall of the kitchen
where the electrical outlet is located.

o 1told my friend to get out of the house and I called 9-1-1.
e No one was cooking in the kitchen and I don't know what happened.

Occupant, ALFREDO J. DARCOURT, stated in person on Monday, May 16, 2016;

¢ [ was inside the house when I heard the smoke detector go off,
o My friend yelled that there was a fire in the kitchen.

e Weran outside and called 9-1-1.

¢ T have no idea what caused the fire, we were cooking.

. We haven't had any electrical problems in the kitchen.

¢ Ijust plugged in that brand-new fan in the kitchen about an hour before the fire to dry the
carpets I had washed.
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o The toaster was not plugged in and I never use it.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. Any possible evidence was left on scene for
examination by an insurance company representative.

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and fire patterns of both movement and
intensity observed, as well as interviews conducted, my conclusion is this fire originated in the
kitchen on the south wall at an electrical outlet. The ignition source was electrical energy. The
first fuel ignited was plastic insulation on the wires. The action that brought these items together
was either due to improper installation or a defective outlet. The classification of fire cause 13
accidental.

1. Blank, Firefnvestightor, A Shift, 05/21/2016




