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ENGINE #17'S CREW WAS INITIALLY SENT ALONE FOR SMOKE IN THE AREA. ENGINE #17'S CREW FOUND A DWELLING FIRE AT 812 WELLS AND CALLED FOR A
FULL ASSIGNMENT OF FIRE GOMPANIES TQO RESPOND.

ENGINE #17'S CREW PULLED A PRE-CONNECTTED HOSE LINE. SQUAD #1'S CREW PULLED A BACK-UP HOSE LINE. ENGINE #4'S CREW SECURED A WATER
SUPPLY. LADDER #7°S CREW WAS ASSIGNED PRIMARY SEARCH RESPONSIBILITIES. ENGINE #7'S CREW WAS INITALLY RIT. | ASSUMED COMMAND AND

DISTRICT CHIEF #1 ASSUMED SAFETY COMMAND. LADDER #2
REASSIGNED. SQUAD #2'S GREW WAS TASKED TO SECOND FLOOR EXTENSION, MED!

INCIDENT.

THE MAIN BODY OF THE FIRE WAS QUICKLY EXTINGUISHED WITH EXTENS
SEARCHES WERE DONE ON ALL FLOORS WITH AN ALL CLEAR FOUND, UTILITIES SECURED AND BOARD-UF CAL

REPORTED. FIRE INVESTIGATOR BLANK ON SCENE FOR ORIGIN AND CAUSE INVESTIGATION.

2'S CREW TOOK OVER FOR ENGINE #7'S CREW AS R.LT. BECAUSE ENGINE #7'S CREW WAS
IC #22'S CREW AND ENGINE #9'S CREW REMAINED STAGED FOR THE

[VE OVERHAUL NEEDED TO FULLY EXTINGUISH THE FIRE. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
LED. THIS WAS A VACANT HOME. NO INJURIES




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 16-34770 DATE OF INCIDENT: 10-09-2016
TIME OF INCIDENT: 0038 Hours POLICE CASE #: 16-207-131
INVESTIGATOR(s) : J. Blank

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

612 Wells S8treet, Saint Paul, MN 55130

OCCUPANT NAME:

Unoccupied PHONE:n/a

OWNER NAME:

Marjorie E. Kisch PHONE:763-755-1542

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

510 115th Ave Northwest, Coon Rapids, MN 55448

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

Single Family Dwelling AREA OF ORIGIN:Basement Staircase

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building %68,800 Vehicle - Other (Describe) &
VALUE: Building $68,800 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) §
Damage Estimate $0

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH No [ ] Yes

(1f yes, explain)

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: X ves [] No [] Unknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: [] Yes No [ | Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE. Sprinkler System Present: [] Yes X| No [] Unknown

INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [ ] Yes # ] No [ ] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: [] ¥es No [ | Unknown

FIRE CAUSE [] Accidental [] Juvenile/Incendiary

CLASSIFICATION: ] Incendiary [] child (under 10 years old)

[ ] Natural [] undetermined
[ ] under Investigation -

SYNOPSIS: The Fire Department was called to a report of a smoke odor and
smoke in the area. Firefighte;érdiscovered smoke coming from
the roof of a vacant dwelling and balanced the asgignment.
Firefighters found fire on the first floor, basement stairs,
and the stairs leading to the second floor burned out. The
basement door was found unlocked. The were no witnesses to
interview. The ignition source was probably an open flamed
device. The first fuel ignited was possibly an ignitible
liquid. The action that brought these items together was an
intentional human act. The classification of fire cause is
incendiary.

DISPOSITION: [ ] E~mail only [[] Hold Scene until approved

[] DO NOT DEMOLILSH until approved X| Scene Released

Eﬂ Analysis of Evidence Pending X] Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT -

INCIDENT NO: 16-34770 DATE: 10/09/2016 - . _ TIME: 0038 HOURS
ADDRESS: 612 WELLS STREET . INSU_RANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $68,800 CN#: 16-207-131

SYNOPSIS: On Sunday, October 9, 2016, at approximately 0038 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of smoke in the area. Firefighters arrived and found smoke
coming from the eaves of a dwelling and called for additional resources for a dwelling fire. The
location of the incident was 612 Wells Street. Upon the arrival of the fire department, firefighters
siretched hand-lines and extinguished the fire, Upon my arrival, fire extinguishment and search
and rescue were underway. The origin the fire appeared to be on the basement staircase leading
to the first floor kitchen. The classification of fire cause is incendiary.

PEQPLE: Property Owner, MARJORIE E. KISCH, 5 10 115th Avenue Northwest, Coon
Rapids, MN 55448, 763-755-1542.

Witness/9-1-1 Caller,

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 0048 hours. I responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 0053
hours. Engine #17 was the first arriving fire department vehicle. At the time of my arrival, fire
extinguishment and search and rescue were underway. At the time of the fire, the visibility was
clear, the temperature was approximately 39° F, and the winds were calm.,

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The fire damaged structure is a 1 1/2 story single-family
dwelling, The foundation is sand stone. The exterior walls are covered with asbestos siding. The
structure has a pitched roof covered with asphalt shingles. The interior walls were covered with -
plaster and lath. The structure measures approximately 20 feet wide by 50 feet deep. The
structure faces north and the structure runs north to south.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION; Visual examination of the north side of structure revealed
heavy smoke venting from the front door which was determined to be opened by firefighters.

Observations of the east side of the structure revealed smoke venting from the roofline from the
second floor extending all the way to the rear the structure. The gas meter was on the east side of
the structure and was found in the open position and turned off by firefighters. The gas meter
appeared in good condition and showed no signs of smoke or fire damage.

Inspection of the south side of structure showed heavy smoke venting from a first floor and a
second floor window. The electric meter was located on the south side of the structure and
appeared in good condition with no signs of smoke or fire damage. The conduit that ran from the



Fire Investigation Report
612 Wells Street
Page Two

electric meter upwards towards the weather-head appeared in good condition with no signs of
smoke or fire damage. There was a wooden Bilco type door built over a descending staircase that
led to the basement door. The basement door knob appeated to have damage to it before I
witnessed a firefighter kick in the door without first checking to see if the door was locked.

Examination of the west side of the structure revealed heavy smoke. venting from the rear porch
door. This door was forced open by firefighters during fire suppression efforts. Fire was visible
on the west side of the structure along the lower roofline towards the rear. Later in the fire event
there was fire visible along the roofline where the second floor wall met the lower roofline peak.
Observations of the upper roofline revealed heavy smoke pushing from the eaves.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: I made my initial entry into the structure through the front door
which was located on the north side of the structure, Inspection of the door lock revealed that the
door was found in the locked position and it was determined through questioning that firefighters
had kicked in the door to gain access. Located to the south, beyond the front foyer, was a room
that led towards the kitchen at the back of the house. Fire damage was visible on the south wall
of this room indicating the fire had vented from the kitchen into this room. There was no
furniture in this room however there were signs of some remodeling work being done.

A front room located to the east of the front door was empty with the exception of beer cans
strewn about on the floor. Also located on the floor were paint rollers and other items indicative
of some remodel work. There was no furniture in this room. This room suffered no fire damage
but did suffer extensive smoke damage from the ceiling level down to the floor level.

Tnspection of the kitchen which was located on the first floor in the southwest corner of the
structure revealed heavy fire damage. The door along the west wall of the kitchen was found in
the closed and locked position by first responding firefighters. The door was forced open by
firefighters to gain access to the kitchen fire. Observations of the ceiling beams revealed heavier
fire damage located on the north end of the room as compared to the south end of the room.

Examining the lower portions of the kitchen cabinets located on the west side of the room
revealed minor heat damage and the lower portions of the walls on the east side of the room
showed heavy fire damage. Inspection of the stove indicated that although it suffered fire
damage to the very upper portion of the stove that was in line with a heat layer, the lower portion
of the stove and the burners all suffered uniform damage that was inconsistent with the origin of
the fire. All of the knobs on the stove were found in the off position and the plastic knobs were
still intact.

Observations of the refrigerator, which was located closer to the north end of the room, found
that it had suffered heavy fire damage on its north side as compared to its south.



Fire Investigation Report
612 Wells Street
Page Three

A staircase that went to the second floor was located on the east side of the kitchen. The staircase
suffered heavy fire damage consistent with a layer of hot gas and flame impinging upon the open
staircase opening. At the level of the hot gas layer, the stairs were burned out leading towards the
second floor.

A doorway which was located along the east wall, closest to the north, led to a staircase which
accessed the basement. This basement staircase ran from north to south along the east wall of the
structure. The area in and around the doorway, leading to the staircase, suffered heavy fire
damage. There was an arca of inconsistent fire damage that was well below the floor level at the
top of the staircase where hot gases and flames would have exited the kitchen door and risen up
towards the second floor. This area of inconsistent fire damage extended down the staircase to
approximately the third step above the basement floor below. There were also irregular burn
patterns on the risers between the stair treads that was localized in the middle of the riser.
Located towards the area where the stairs have a turn and start to head towards the west there
was a metal can that was collected as evidence. In the area of the irregular fire damage on the
stair risers there was no fire damage to the walls or other areas of the stair risers.

Access to the second floor was gained through an exterior ground ladder located on the west side
of the structure due to the staircase being burned out from the fire. Inspection of the second floor
revealed no fire damage but extensive smoke damage from the ceiling level all the way to the
floor. The second floor was void of any furniture. The staircase that led to the second floor was
located along the east wall of the structure, closest to the south end, and was burned out
approximately two steps down from the second floor landing. Firefighters performed extensive
overhaul in the ceiling and void space on the second floor to check for hidden fire that had
traveled within the walls from the floor below.

Observations of the basement were made through the rear access Bilco door. Inspection of the
door leading to the interior of the basement showed signs of forced entry on its exterior that
appeared to be in addition to the door being kicked in by a firefighter. Examination of the door
handle lock appeared to show that the door was in the unlocked position when it was kicked in.
The door handle turned freely and the thumb lock button was in the unlocked position and when
the thumb lock button was turned the handle would not rotate.

The stairs that led from the basement level towards the first floor level along the east wall of the
basement closest to the south wall of the structure contained a large amount of fire debris. Smoke
damage was visible along the basement wall extending from the floor above down to
approximately six feet above the basement floor. Inspection of the basement stairs showed signs
of fire damage along the handrail and wall that extended approximately two feet below the
ceiling level of the basement.
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After removing debris from the staircase there were signs of fire damage that continued down the
stair freads approximately six feet below the ceiling with no corresponding damage to the wall or
railing, Located in this area of fire damage was a container similar in shape to a metal bottle of
charcoal lighter fluid. A photoionization detector determined that the container had contained a
possible ignitable liquid and this container was gathered as evidence for testing at a lab,

Inspection of the rest of the basement showed no signs of fire damage and light to moderate
smoke damage throughout. Observations of the water heater and furnace showed no signs of
smoke or fire damage. Inspection of the clothes washer and dryer showed no signs of smoke or
fire damage and appeared in good condition. Inspection of the electric panel showed no signs of
smoke or fire damage on the exterior or interior of the panel. Observations of the wires leading to
the electric panel from above showed no signs of smoke or fire damage or arcing. Numerous
circuit breakers showed signs that they had tripped. The following circuit breakers had tripped:
One, three, five, six, seven, nine, 10, 11, and 14. The main panel breaker switch was turned off
by firefighters during fire suppression efforts. Not all of the breakers located in the panel were
labeled on the door, but most of them referred to kitchen lighting and first floor outlets and
second floor lighting.

INTERVIEWS: No interviews were conducted due the fact there was no one on scene to
interview.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: The following piece of evidence was collected and packaged at the scene. This
item was then transported back to the Saint Paul Fire Department headquarters building and
placed inside the Fire Investigation’s locked evidence locker. Saint Paul Police Sergeant
CANDICE JONES was then notified of the evidence collected.

Item #1 - Square shaped and burned metal can recovered from the basement stairs

CONCLUSION; After examination of the fire scene and fire patterns of both movement and
intensity observed my conclusion is this fire originated on the basement stairs. The ignition
source was probably an open flamed device, The first fuel ignited was probably an ignitable
liquid. The action that brought these items together was due to an intentional human act, The
classification of fire cause is incendiary. This report will be forwarded to the Saint Paul Police
Department, This concludes my investigation and report. '

yestigator, A Shift, 10/24/2016



