SAINT PAUL FIRE DEPARTMENT
Timothy M. Butler, Fire Chigf’

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 645 Randolph Avenue Telephone; 651-224-7811

Chrisiopher B. Coleman, Mayor Sairet Paul, MN 55102 Facsimile: 651-228-6255

October 18, 2016 \QQ%\J@}

ATTN: MARCUS BROWN

Dear Mr. Brown:

Tn response to your request fot a copy of the fire report for 642 Fuller Avenue [ am sending you
Information Disclosure Forin (IDR) #18676,

Please print the IDR férm and send that to me, with your cheel for §2.50 (please make your check
payable 1o the City 4f Saint Paul). Once [ have received the form and your check, I will send you
the report(s) and A receipt. Please address your_envelope (o the Saimt Pouwl Fire Depariment,
Attention: Shanpon U. at the above address.

If you have ghy questions, T am available between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at (651)228-6264.

AA-ADA-EEO Employer
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87 PAUL

IMAGETREND : : - 645 Randalph Avenie, SAINT PALIL, M 56102

FIRE BRIDBE Phona: 641-224-7811 Pax:851028-6255
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ACALL WAS RECEIVED BY A PASSER-BY OF SMOKE COMING FROM AHOUSE ON ARRIVAL, ENGINE £18'S CREW SAW SMOKE EMITTING FROM THE FIRST
FLOOR WINDOWS AND THE ATTIC VENTS, THEY PULLED A HAND-LINE AND HAD TO FORGE ENTRY THROUGH THE FRONT fIO0R, THEY THEN WENT TO THE
FIRST FLOOR TO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE, THEY WERE SUPPLIED BY ENGINE #8'S RIO WHO ALSO PULLEP A BACK-UP LINE, LADDER #8'S CREW CONDUCTED THE
PRIMARY SEARCH WHICH WAS "ALL GLEAR®. EVENTUALLY "all. CLEAR" ON ALL FLODRS WAS REPORTED.

THE UTILITIES WERE SECURED FOR CREW SAFETY AND XCEL WAS ON SCENEAS WELL TO PERFORM THEIR INSPECTION POST FIRE CONTROL.

A FAMILY DOG WAS TAKEN FROM THE HOUSE AND GPR WAS PERFORMED BUT THE DOG WAS NOT VIABLE. THE HOME WAS NOT HABITABLE AND RED CROSS
WAS ALSC CALLED TO ASSIST THE CCCUPANT OF THE HOME, THE LANDLORD WAS ALSC CONTAGCTED TO SECURE THE HOUSE POST FIRE DPERATIONS,

Wi ARE UNSURE IF ANY DETECTORS WERE SQUNDING ON OUR ARRIVAL, BUTIT APPEARS THEY WERE NOT AS NONE OF THE CREWS RECALL HEARING ONE
SOUNDING, NO INJURIES WERE REPORTED, FIRE INVESTIGATOR BLANK STAYED ON SCERE UNTIL THE QGCUPANT ARRIVED.




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 16-33164 DATE OF INCIDENT: 09-27-2016
TIME OF INCIDENT: 1304 Hours POLICE CASE #: N/A
INVESTIGATOR{s) : J. Blank

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

542 Fuller Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55104

OCCURANT NAME:

Dawn M. Stewart PHONE:952-452-6693

OWNER NAME:

Four Seasons PHOME:612-388-1384

Propertieg, Llc

ADDRESS OF CWNER:

10423 Inver Grove Trall, Inver Grove Helghtsg, MN 55077

PROPERTY DAMACGED:

Single Family Dwelling AREA OF ORIGIN:North Kitchen Wall

DAMAGE HSTIMATE: Building $25%,000 Vehicle § Cther (Describe) %
VALUE? Bullding $37,800 vehicle & Othex (Describe) &
Damage Egtlmate 410,000

CONTENTS ONLY':

INJURY/DEATH [] 8o [X] Yes One large dog was found during a search of the

(L yes, explain)

dwelling and removed from the residence. The dog wag determined
to be dead. Firefighters found the dog in the living room
behind a couch.

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: < ves [} Mo [ ] Unknown

SPRINXLER, and Detector Functioning: [] ves [} Mo [X Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE sprinkler System Present: [ | Yes ™| No [ | Unknown

INFORMATION: gSprinkler Heads actlvated: [] Yes # X ®o [_! Unknown
€.0 Detector Present: [] ves (] w0 {X unknown

FIRE CAUSE Eﬂ Accidental [j Juvenile/Incandiary

CLASSIFICATION: [[] Incendiary [ 1 ¢hild (undexr 10 years old)
[ | Natural [] undetermined
[] Under Investigation

SYNOPSIS: The Fire Department was called to a report of smoke coming from
the windows of & dwelling by a passer-by. Firefighters arrived
to find smoke coming from the roof, forced entry, and guickly
extinguished a kitchen fire. The occupant, who was not at home
at the time, stated that there was nothing plugged in on the
countertop next to the area of origin and denies any problems
with the electric. The ignition source was probably slectrical
energy. The first fuel ignited was wood. The action that
brought these iltems together was probably due to an electmical
arc. The classification of fire cause is accldental.

DISPOSITION: E-mail only ] Hold Scene until approved

E] DO NOT DEMOLISH until approved E@ Scene Released
| | analysis of Evidence Pending [X] Report to Follow

DFSE Form #l4l (12/19/2013)
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 16-33164 DATE: 09/27/2016 TIME; 1305 HOURS
ADDRESS: 642 FULLER AVENUE | INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $35,000

SYNOPSIS: On Tussday, September 27, 2016, at approximately 1305 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of smoke coming from the windows of a dwelling. The
location of the incident was 642 Fuller Avenue. Upon the arrival of the fire department,
firefighters stretched hand-lines and quickly extinguished the fire. Upon my arrival, fire
extinguishment and search and rescue were underway. The origin of the fire appeared fo be in
the wall of the kitchen o the first floor. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, MARCUS A. BROWN, 10423 Inver Grove Trail, Inver Grove
Heights, MN 55077, 612-388-1984.

Occupant, DAWN M. STEWART, 642 Fuller Avenue, 55104, 952-452-6683, DOB 11/04/1975. ‘

Witness/9-1-1 Caller,

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 1311 hours. I responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 1317
hours. Engine #18 was the first arriving fire department vehicle, At the time of my arrival, fire
extinguishment and search and rescue were underway. At the time of the fire, the visibility was
mostly cloudy, the temperature was approximately S0°F, and the winds were out of the
northwest at approximately 16 miles per hour.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The fire damaged structure is a 1 1/2 story single-family
dwelling. The foundation is concrete block. The exterior walls were covered with aluminom
siding, The stiucture has a pitched roof covered with asphalt shingles. The interior walls were
covered with plaster and lath. The structure measures approximately 25 feet wide by 40 feet
deep. The structure faces north and the structure runs north to south,

FXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual examination of the north side of the structure revealed
no signs of smoke or fire damage. The front door was forced open by firefighters to gain access
to the structure. Firefighters opened several windows on the north side of the structure to assist in
ventilation.

Ohservations of the east side of the structure showed no signs of smoke or fire damage. The gas
meter was located on the east side of the structure and appeared in good condition with no signs
of smoké ot fire damage, The gas meter was found in the “off” position and it was determined
that the meter was turned off by firefighters.
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Inspection of the south side of the structure revealed the back door was found in the closed but
unlocked position. A window located on the first floor was broken out by firefighters during
firefighting efforts and showed smoke staining on the window glass with a small amount of
smoke staining located on the upper portion of the window frame. A second floor window was
found in the open position and had been opened by firefighters to aid in ventilation. There was
no other smoke or fire damage visible on the south side of the structure. Located on the grass on
the exterior south side of the structure were numerous discarded cigarettes approximately five
feet outside of the rear door,

Located to the west of the window on the first floor was the electric meter. The meter appeared
in good condition with no signs of smoke or fire damage. Examination of the conduit that ran
from the electric meter upwards, towards the weather-head appeared in good condition with no
signs of damage, Observations of the weather-head showed no signs of smoke or fire damage
and there were no signs of arcing on the wites coming into the weather-head.

Observations of the alley located behind the residence showed that firefighters had strung
elecirical tape in the alley blocking access to a portion of the alley on hoth ends. Stringing
caution tape across the alley in this manner is consistent with blocking access due to a problem
in the area of the alley, many times due to downed wires. In checking the prior incident tab on
my computer located inside the Fire Investigation vehicle revealed that frefighters had
responded to this address the previous evening for arcing wires, There were signs of a large split
in @ tree located in the backyard of this address and it appeared that there may have been contact
belween one of the treds larger upper limbs and the primary wites located in the alley.

Inspection of the tree limb in the wires above, in the alley, did not show signs of smoke or fire
damage. Investigation of the trunk of the tree showed no signs of smoke or fire damage.
Investipation of the grass leading to the structure from the base of the trec showed no signs of
smoke or fire damage.

On the west side of the structure I observed smoke staining to the glass of a first floor window
closest to the south end of the structure. There was no other smoke os fire damage to this side of
the structure.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Investigation of the interior of the structure started at the back
door and moved fowards the west which led into the kitchen, Observations of the north wall of
the kitchen, closest to the east, revealed a stove. Inspection of the stove revealed that the knob to
the oven was turned towards the left and there was a partially melted knob that controlled the left
rear burner, Inspection of the stove top did not reveal any pots or pans on top of the stove.
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On the left side of the stove there was burning along the sidé of the unit extending downwards
from the stove top approximately two to three foet, Burn patterns along the wall and cabinets
were inconsistent with a fire starting on top of the stove. The oven showed no signs of smoke or
fire damage. Tnvestigation of the gas line that supplied the stove showed that the flexible gas
connector showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and was found in the “on” position at the
valve, Inspection of the wall behind the stove showed no signs of smoke or fire damage in the
area of the flexible gas line. There was a vector patiern of soot damage located behind the stove
towards the left side that indicated the fire did not come from behind the stove but from an arca
to the left of the stove.

Located 1o the west of the stove was a collapsed and burned countertop and burned base cabinet.
The wall above and behind this area of fire damage was burning and this burning had extended
through the plaster and lath and exposed the plaster and lath on the interior of the wall, The fire
damage appeared to travel from the exterior south side of the wall to the interior of the wall
towards the north, Investigation of possible ignition sources in this area revealed flexible conduit
connected to an electrical outlet box, In the area of the heaviest fire damage there was another
smaller wire that was not in conduit.

Inspection of the outlet box showed heavy damage to the bhackside of the electric box as well as
the bottom. Located within the electric box was what appeared to be a ground fault cireuit
interrupter outlet, There was heavy damage to the outlet located within the box.

Moving away from the kitchen into the living room which ran towards the front of the house
showed lesser amounts of smoke damage and no fire damage. The remainder of the first floor
contained a moderate amount of smoke damage throughout and no fire damage. A large dog was
found deceased during the primary search of the residence behind a couch in the living room.
The dog was removed from the tesidence and placed in the backyard with a blanket placed over
the animal.

Access to the second floor was via a staircase that was located towards the southern end of the
living room that ran from east to west. A green electric extension cord ran up the stairs from a
plug that was plugged into an outlet on the first floor, This green electric extension cord was
plugged into a portable air-conditioner that was found on the floor and in the “off” position.

Investigation of the second floor bedroom revealed light to moderate smoke damage throughout
and no fire damage. Firefighters opened up a large hole in the knee wall on the west side of the
hedroom wall to check for fire extension in the knee wall space, A smoke detector located on a
table along the west wall was found with the 9V battery sitting next to it. Examination of the
alarm horn on the exterior of the detector showed no signs of soot agglomeration, which is
consistent with the detector not sounding during the fire, ‘
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The stairs to-the basement were located just inside the back door and went from west to east into
the basement. Observations of the basement revealed no fire damage and only light smoke
damage throughout. Inspection of the clothes washer and dryer showed no signs of smoke or fire
damage and appeared in good condition. Observations of the firnace showed no signs of smoke
or fire damage and appeared in good condition. Inspection of the water heater showed no signs
of smoke or fire damage and appeared in good condition,

The electric pane! was located along the south wall of the basement next to the west wall,
Inspection of the electiic panel showed no signs of smoke or fire damage. Firefighters shut off
the main breaker at the top of the panel during firefighting operations. There was one breaker
tripped on the electric panel. This breaker was located on the right side of the panel and was the
very top breaker. The tripped breaker was marked as #2, a 20 amp breaker and was identified as
belonging to one of the kitchen receptacles, Observations of the wires and conduit located above
the electric panel showed no signs of smoke or fire damage or arcing.

INTERVIEW: Occupant, DAWN M, STEWART, stated in person on Tuesday, September 27,
2016: |

My husband and 1 left for work this morning and no one has been bome since.

s 1 didn't have anything plugeed in on the countertop in the area of the stove.
» Last night there was arcing and sparking on the power lines in the alley.

o  Wo called 9-1-1 and talked to the firefighters who said there shouldn't be any problems and
that this was pretty common,

o We didn't hear or see or smell any smoke or fire this motning.
e We haven't had any electrical problems in the house.

o I don't think anyone from Xcel Energy came to look at the wires in the alley last night or this
morning. ‘

o ] did not use the stove this morning and didn't leave anything turned on near it,

PHOTOGRAPHS/SIKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCI: No evidence was collected.
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CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and fire patterns of both movement and
intensity observed, as well as the interview conducted, my conclusion is this fire originated in the
kitchen to the west of the kitchen stove, Investigation revealed only one ignition source in the
area of origin. The ignition source was probably an electrical arc from an outlet located to the left
of the stove, The first fuel ignited was probably combustible wood located around the electrical
box. The action that brought these items together was probably due to an electrical arc within the
electric box, The classification of fire cause is accidental, This concludes my investigation and
report,

I. Blank, Fi *kffnv stigator, A Shift, 10/04/2016

JB/su




