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Total Population = 299,641 (2014) Median Age 31.1

Households = 115,304 (2014) Median Household Income $48,855
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Official Poverty Measure

The U.S. Census Bureau determines poverty status by comparing pre-tax cash income 

against a threshold that is set at three times the cost of a minimum food diet in 1963, updated 

annually for inflation using the Consumer Price Index and adjusted for family size, 

composition, and age of householder.
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SAINT PAUL DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE: 

INCOME/POVERTY

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau (See, "How Census Measures Poverty“ and FAQ#1 (for poverty threshold).)

http://www.census.gov/library/infographics/poverty_measure-how.html
http://www.irp.wisc.edu/faqs/faq1.htm


Shift in poverty rates from 

2000=15.6% to

2008-2010 =22.6%

Poverty rate = 

23%

100-150=11%

• Almost 25% of Saint Paul 

residents live in poverty, 

compared to 11% in the 7-

county Twin Cities region. 

• Median household income 

is $48,855 compared to 

$68,261 for the Twin Cities 

7-county region. 

• 39% of Saint Paul 

households have incomes 

under $35,000; 53% under 

$50,000. 

• 38% of children age 17 

and younger live in 

poverty, about 25,000 kids. 
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Neighborhood/Location

Income below 

Poverty Neighborhood/Location

Income below 

Poverty

Battle Creek- Highwood 17.1% Payne-Phalen 30.2%

Como 13.2% St. Anthony Park 18.2%

Dayton's Bluff 30.1% Summit Hill 6.5%

Downtown 23.8% Summit-University 29.4%

Frogtown/Thomas- Dale 35.7% Union Park 19.0%

Greater East Side 25.5% West Seventh 12.8%

Hamline - Midway 18.9% West Side 26.9%

Highland 11.3% St. Paul 22%

Macalester-Groveland 11.1% Minnesota 12%

North End 37.1% United States 15%

*Source: MNCompass.http://www.mncompass.org/profiles/neighborhoods/minneapolis-saint-paul#!community-areas. 2010-2014 American 

Community Survey 5-year estimates, adjusted to fit current neighborhood boundaries using the 2010 Census counts. The 5-year estimates 

represent averages of data collected over that time period.
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http://www.mncompass.org/profiles/neighborhoods/minneapolis-saint-paul#!community-areas
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POVERTY RATES COMPARED BY CITY
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POVERTY RATES BY COUNTY IN THE UNITED STATES
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• 45% of Saint Paul students meet or exceed 3rd grade reading compared to 58.7% in the state.

• 47.5% of Saint Paul  students meet or exceed 8th grade math compared to 57.8% in the state.

• 73.3% of Saint Paul students graduate on time compared to 82% in the state.

1
2

SAINT PAUL DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE: EDUCATION



68% of Saint Paul adults age 16-64 are employed. While Saint Paul has a relatively low unemployment 

rate compared to state and national figures, the city lost 7,500 jobs in 2009 and 2010 1
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• 49.4% of households own their home, this has decreases from 54% in 1990.

• There has been a shift from owning to renting.
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• The recession potentially impacted home values to decrease, while rent has steadily increased.

• During the recession there was an increase in foreclosures and more people where seeking to rent.
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• New development 2008 has 

primarily been in multifamily 

units.  

• Building affordable rental 

housing has been the trend 

since 2008.
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38%

22%

52.70%

Households paying 30% or more of 
income for monthly housing costs

Total

% of cost burden owners

% of cost burden renters

47.20%

58.60%

25.80%

Ownership Rate

Total Ownership

Owners White non-Hispanic

Owners of Color
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Saint Paul Public Housing Agency manages 4,262 units of public housing.

1
9

SAINT PAUL DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE: HOUSING



By the numbers:

1991 1994 1997 2000 2003 2006 2009 2012 2015

Twin Cities 2,319 3,530 4,309 5,791 5,532 5,374 6,449 6,711 6,202

Minnesota 3,079 4,553 5,645 7,696 7,854 7,751 9,654 10,214 9,312
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Wilder Foundation conducted a homeless study in 2015, the following information is 
directly from the study; the one night survey found that homeless counts 
decreased from 2012 by 9%. The contributing factors that affect homelessness 
identified in the study include; 

• Lack of affordable housing is still a critical issue: 46% of homeless adults age 
18 or older are on a waiting list for subsidized housing, with an average wait 
time of 11 months; another 14% were unable to get on a waiting list because it 
was closed.

• Employment continues to rise after reaching a low point in 2009: 30% of 
homeless adults are employed; 14 percent full-time.

• While African Americans age 18 and older make up just 5% of Minnesota's 
population, they make up 39% of the homeless population.

• Homelessness is often preceded by childhood trauma and abuse: 39% of 
adults age 18 and older were physically abused, 33% experienced an out-of-
home placement, and 37% lived with a parent or guardian with mental health 
issues.

• Persistent physical and mental health issues are on the rise for homeless 
adults: 57% of homeless adults report serious mental health issues compared 
with 36% in 2000; 51% report chronic physical health issues compared with 
39% in 2000.
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Source:  Wilder Study: http://mnhomeless.org/minnesota-homeless-study/homelessness-in-minnesota.php#7-3519-g

http://mnhomeless.org/minnesota-homeless-study/homelessness-in-minnesota.php#7-3519-g

