November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 KRellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in
opposition of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to

testify on November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over

$13 million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained
rigorously in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over
96% compliance as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we
continue to have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch
with the business community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their
own choice, they instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to
tell people what choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and

losers within the marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at ifs peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost

the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow

to an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

$t. Paul, MN 55102
Council Memibers,

The Convenience, Grocet’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in
opposition of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to
testify on November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over
$13 million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Courcilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained
rigorously in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over
96% compliance as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we
continue to have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch
with the business community, While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their
own choice, they instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Pau! citizens they know better and have the right to
tell people what choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and
losers within the marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., efc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow
to an already struggling small business secior in 5¢. Paul, MN.

Sincerely, 2
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November 10, 2015

§t. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenierice, Grocer’s, and Pefroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned fo hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in
opposition of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to
testify on Novermber 18™, so please take this signed letter as testimony. of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over
$13 million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained
rigorously in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing fo purchase tobacco products (over
96% compliance as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we
continue o have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch
with the business community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their
own choice, they instead resort fo Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to
tell people what choices they make with their lives. Then on fop of that the ordinance is picking winners and

losers within the marketplace by carving out exempfions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, efc., ctc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, fhe jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have litile impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow
to an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

§t. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St, Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in
opposition of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to
testify on November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over
$13 million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained
rigorously in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over
96% compliance as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we
continue to have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch
with the business community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their
own choice, they instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to
tell people what choices they make with their lives, Then on fop of that the ordinance is picking winners and
losers within the marketplace by carving out exemptions for “fobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pifching how this “will keep kids off of fobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, efc., efc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putfing people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow

to an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102

Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in
opposition of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able fo be present to

testify on November 18™ so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over

$13 million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained
rigorously in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over
96% compliance as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we
continue to have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch
with the business community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their
own choice, they instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to
tell people what choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and

losers within the marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pifching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost

the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow

to an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,

N@L{@’@M Pu,:: J&ul |

< Lgf oA (;Qz;ﬁ H 2
: T "o (z_
W. ¢ Pnee



November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Cenvenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of 8t. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absohately support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Bivd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

Ag small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a vear (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
iristead resort to Prohibition and telling St, Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives, Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of worlc.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St, Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak,

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

8t. Pau] City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petrolenm Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paunl?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exermnptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,

Say . vq\,\cw\%\mwnﬁ [ANIEN
%k _? e»-'-g MN qg—- %ﬂ(p



November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and ate writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work,

Please support your smail business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, 5o please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, vet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community, While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., ete. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of doliars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN,

Sincerely,

Vewsrrg H-59/22997
e

Srdere /A o) 2/ E
J 50 [fa)rre Ave
9’5‘-/@/45/ N 55272



November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Bivd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million amually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, vet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling 3t. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absoltely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support. your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN,

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Councit
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of 8t. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annualty, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak,

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollats in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Piease support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MIN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how docs this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely, dﬁﬁ @LZQ
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2003 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, vet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to malke their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only steres,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to

an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals thronghout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, ete., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,




November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Bivd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, 50 please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition,

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, vet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the smalf business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2013

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St, Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health™ groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomphsh but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in 8t. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Couneil
15 Kellogg Bivd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concetned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city [imits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in 8t. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to tose over $50,000 in sales a year (se¢ attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $30,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community, While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,




November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
13 Kellogg Blvd. West
3t. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petrolenm Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city [imits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18™, so please take this signed letier as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little jmpact on what they aim to acconiplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putiing people out of work,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St, Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community, While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS io make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and tefling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely, _
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November 10, 2015

' St. Paul City Couneil
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stares stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community, While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocet’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they, know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of 8t. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a vear {see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resott to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives, Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and tales no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to malke their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” s overregulation at its peak,

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please suppart your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,



November 10, 2015 ,

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", 5o please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul ¢itizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picling winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be Jost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annualty, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak,

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accormplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dellars in tax reveme, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling smail business sector in St. Paul, MN.
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", 50 please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2003 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telking St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculons and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while puiting people out of work.

Please suppozt your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Bivd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health™ groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,

Ghaztwan K. ¢ hald
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco™ products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have litfle impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dellars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18", so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have liftle impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work.

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Blvd, West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18%, so please take this signed letter as testimony of our opposition,

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
million annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, vet we continue o
have our businesses scrutinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, efc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost
the City millicns of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of werk,

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to
an already struggling small business sector in St. Paul, MIN.

Sincerely,
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November 10, 2015

St. Paul City Council
15 Kellogg Bivd, West

St. Paul, MN 55102
Council Members,

The Convenience, Grocer’s, and Petroleum Marketers of St. Paul are very concerned to hear of an
ordinance that would ban the sale of “flavored tobacco” products within the city limits and are writing in opposition
of this damaging legislation. Due to the time and date of the hearing we are not able to be present to testify on
November 18™, so please take this signed leiter as testimony of our opposition.

As small business operators in St. Paul, an ordinance like this one would be devastating, as each of our
stores stand to lose over $50,000 in sales a year (see attached financial impact sheet) and the city will lose over $13
willion annually, how does this help small businesses or St. Paul?

Councilmembers, we employ thousands of individuals throughout the city who we have trained rigorously
in the methods of checking identification for customers wishing to purchase tobacco products (over 96% compliance
since 2005 as a City). We have then placed these products out of reach and behind our counters, yet we continue to
have our businesses scrufinized by “radical public health” groups who are completely out of touch with the business
community. While the focus should be on educating youth and allowing ADULTS to make their own choice, they
instead resort to Prohibition and telling St. Paul citizens they know better and have the right to tell people what
choices they make with their lives. Then on top of that the ordinance is picking winners and losers within the
marketplace by carving out exemptions for “tobacco only stores,” it’s overregulation at its peak.

We know these groups come to you pitching how this “will keep kids off of tobacco; flavors are targeted
towards kids, etc., etc. We absolutely support keeping kids off of tobacco, but the methods in which they aim to
achieve this goal is ridiculous and takes no thought on its effect on the small business owner, the jobs and money
that will be lost, and in the end how it will have little impact on what they aim to accomplish, but instead will cost :
the City millions of dollars in tax revenue, while putting people out of work. ’

Please support your small business owners and vote against this ordinance that would be a crushing blow to

an already struggling small business sector in St. Panl, MN,

Sincerely, '
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