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Revocation of Fire Certificate of Occupancy and Order to Vacate 

 
RE: 438 PAGE ST E   
 Ref. # 106929 
 
Dear Property Representative: 
 
Your building was inspected on July 16, 2015, for the renewal of the Certificate of Occupancy.  
Since you have failed to comply with the applicable requirements, it has become necessary to 
revoke the Certificate of Occupancy in accordance with Section 40.06 of the Saint Paul 
Legislative Code.  A re-inspection will be made on July 31, 2015 at 1:00pm or the property 
vacated. 
 
The Saint Paul Legislative Code further provides that no building shall be occupied without a 
Certificate of Occupancy.  Failure to immediately complete the following deficiency list or the 
building vacated may result in a criminal citation. 
 
DEFICIENCY LIST 
 
1. 436 - Front entry - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the floor in an 
approved manner.- 
 
2. 436 - Kitchen - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the floor in an approved 
manner.- 
 
3. 436 - Second floor bathroom - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the 
ceiling in an approved manner.- 
 
4. 436 - Throughout - MSFC 605.6 - Provide all openings in junction boxes to be sealed.-
Open electrical boxes were found throughout the unit.  
 
 



5. 436 - Throughout - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the walls in an 
approved manner. -There are exterior walls on all three floors that are open to the exterior 
sheeting, and interior walls that are only bare studs.  
 
6. 436 - Throughout - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the ceiling in an 
approved manner.-There are ceilings missing from all three floors in the unit. 
 
7. 436 - Condemned - SPLC 34.23, MSFC 110.1 - This occupancy is condemned as unfit 
for human habitation.  This occupancy must not be used until re-inspected and approved by this 
office.-Unit is condemned due to the fact that there is exposed wiring, unfinished walls 
throughout, unfinished ceilings throughout, improper fire separation between it and 438, and lack 
of properly installed Smoke and Carbon monoxide detectors. 
 
8. 438 - Basement bathroom - SPLC 34.14 (3), MPC 4715.200.T - Provide and maintain a 
window or approved ventilation system in all bathrooms.-Vent fan was installed without an 
electrical or mechanical permit. 
 
9. 438 - Building and electrical permits - MSBC -Section 105.1 - Permits Required.  Any 
owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or 
change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, 
convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which 
is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the 
building official and obtain the required permit. Work being done requires a permit. 
-There are open electrical and building permits open that need to be inspected and approved. 
 
10. 438 - Dryer vent - MSMC 504.6 - Provide, repair or replace the dryer exhaust duct.  
Exhaust ducts for domestic clothes dryers shall be constructed of metal and shall have a smooth 
interior finish.  The exhaust duct shall be a minimum nominal size of four inches (102 mm) in 
diameter and installed in accordance with the mechanical code.  This work may require a 
permit(s).  Call DSI at (651) 266-8989.-7/21/15 dryer vent was done without a permit. 
 
11. 438 - First floor bathroom - MSFC 605.1 - Remove unapproved exposed wiring and 
install in accordance with the electrical code.  This work may require a permit(s).  Call DSI at 
(651) 266-9090.-7/21/15 There was a new ceiling installed that covered the improperly installed 
wiring. 
 
12. 438 - First floor bathroom - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the ceiling 
in an approved manner.- 
 
13. 438 - Kitchen - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the floor in an approved 
manner.- 
 
14. 438 - Master bathroom - MSFC 605.1 - Repair or replace damaged electrical fixtures.  
This work may require a permit(s).  Call DSI at (651) 266-8989.- 
 
15. 438 - Master bathroom - MSFC 605.1 - Remove unapproved exposed wiring and install 
in accordance with the electrical code.  This work may require a permit(s).  Call DSI at (651) 
266-9090.- 
 



 
16. 438 - Master bathroom - SPLC 34.14 (3), MPC 4715.200.T - Provide and maintain a 
window or approved ventilation system in all bathrooms.- 
 
17. 438 - Second floor - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.33 (6) - Repair or replace and maintain the 
woodwork in an approved manner.-Trim missing throughout the second floor. 
 
18. 438 - Stairs to second floor - SPLC 34.10 (3), 34.33(2) - Provide an approved handrail. 
The top of the handrail must be between 34 and 38 inches above the treads and run the entire 
length of the stair.- 
 
19. 438 - Third floor - SPLC 34.10 (7), 34.34 (6) - Repair and maintain the walls in an 
approved manner.  
 
20. 438 - Third floor bathroom - SPLC 34.14 (3), MPC 4715.200.T - Provide and maintain a 
window or approved ventilation system in all bathrooms.-There is no vent fan in the bathroom.  
 
21. Burn pit - MSFC 307.1 Fire Prevention has been receiving complaints regarding fires 
conducted on your property.  All fires on the ground must be a minimum of 25 feet from 
structures or contained in a grill or outdoor fireplace.  Wind speeds must be under 10 mph, 
constantly attended, a means of extinguishment must be provided.  Only natural firewood can be 
burned (no construction materials, brush or waste materials), and fire shall be extinguished if the 
smoke is deemed a nuisance.  A citation will be issued for non-compliance.-Relocate or remove 
the burn pit.  
 
22. Common wall between 436/438 - Second and third floors - MSFC 703 - Provide and 
maintain fire rated wall construction with approved materials and methods.  This work may 
require a permit(s).  Call DSI at (651) 266-9090.- 
 
23. Exterior - Siding - SPLC 34.09 (1) b, c, 34.33 (1) b, c - Provide and maintain all exterior 
walls free from holes and deterioration.  All wood exterior unprotected surfaces must be painted 
or protected from the elements and maintained in a professional manner free from chipped or 
peeling paint.-There is siding missing on all sides of the house. It appears that new siding is 
being installed. 
 
24. Retaining walls - Throughout - SPLC 34.08(5), 34.32(3) - All accessory structures 
including, but not limited to, detached garages, sheds and fences shall be maintained structurally 
sound and in good repair. Provide and maintain exterior unprotected surfaces painted or 
protected from the elements.-Repair cracked and leaning retaining walls throughout the property. 
 
25. SPLC 39.02(c) - Complete and sign the smoke detector affidavit and return it to this 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 



Saint Paul Legislative Code authorizes this inspection and collection of inspection fees.  For 
forms, fee schedule, inspection handouts, or information on some of the violations contained in 
this report, please visit our web page at:  http://www.stpaul.gov/cofo 
 
You have the right to appeal these orders to the Legislative Hearing Officer. Applications for 
appeals may be obtained at the Office of the City Clerk, 310 City Hall, City/County Courthouse, 
15 W Kellogg Blvd, Saint Paul MN  55102  Phone:  (651-266-8585) and must be filed within 10 
days of the date of this order. 
 
If you have any questions, email me at:  george.niemeyer@ci.stpaul.mn.us or call me at  
651-266-8991 between 7:30 - 9:00 a.m.  Please help to make Saint Paul a safer place in which to 
live and work. 
   
Sincerely, 
 
George Niemeyer  
Fire Inspector 
 
Ref. # 106929 
 


