
 
 
Who We Are 
 

People Incorporated is a non-profit community-based mental health care 
provider with deep roots in St. Paul. Born in the heart of Selby-Dale in 1969, we started as a 
drop-in center for homeless veterans launched in the basement of Dayton Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. Today, People Incorporated operates more than 60 programs across the Twin Cities 
and employs nearly 700 staff. 
 

The Issue Before the Council 
 

People Incorporated is seeking City Council approval of a Conditional Use Permit for our Diane 
Ahrens Crisis Residence. Currently located at 1593 Hewitt Avenue, we’re pursuing relocation to 
1784 La Crosse Avenue – a property that has been vacant and for sale for more than a year. The 
Conditional Use Permit would change the Zoning Classification of the property from R4 to RT2. 
The change was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on July 10. 
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- Julie Duncan - Human Services Manager, Ramsey County 
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- Dawn Anderson - Ten-year neighbor of People Incorporated’s River Hills Adult Foster Care 

  Residence in Burnsville 
- Corrine Bauer - 225 Frank Street, St. Paul 
- Roger Meyer - St. Paul 
- Joseph Clubb, MSW, LICSW - Vice President, Mental Health and Addiction Operations, 

  AllinaHealth 
- Dr. Ramesh Sairam, MD - Medical Director, United Hospital 
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For further information, please contact Jill Wiedemann-West, CEO 
Jill.West@PeopleIncorporated.org / 651-288-3505 









































 
 

Transforming crisis services for adults in the East Metro 

 

Blue Cross Blue Shield Minnesota | Dakota County | HealthEast Care System | Health Partners | Medica | Mental Health Association of Minnesota   

Mental Health Consumer/Survivor Network | Minnesota Department of Human Services Adult Mental Health Division and State Operated Services  

Ramsey County | Regions Hospital | UCare | United Hospital | Washington County 

 

Mental Health Crisis Alliance | 402 University Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55130 | 651.266.7900 

 

August 03, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Mental Health Crisis Alliance is a public-private partnership of Hospitals, Health Plans, Counties, the State, and 
Consumers that focuses on improving the East Metro’s mental health crisis system.  At our July Leadership Team 
meeting, we passed a motion in unanimous support of People Inc.’s effort to improve their Diane Ahrens Crisis 
Residence program. 
 
Diane Ahrens Crisis Residence is an essential and integral part of the East Metro’s mental health crisis system.  The 
services it provides are necessary for the individuals they serve as well as the effectiveness of our mental health 
system. 
 
People Inc. has a history of providing high quality, recovery focused care to allow people who live with mental 
illnesses to begin or continue on their path to recovery.  They have proven to be effective in improving the outcomes 
for their clients and reducing system costs by keeping people out of a higher level of care.  People Inc. has proven to 
be a good neighbor at their current location and we believe that wherever they are located, they will continue to be 
an asset to the health care system and to their neighborhood. 
 
Diane Ahrens provides medical and social services to individuals who are experiencing an exacerbation of their mental 
health symptoms.  This includes all types of people from all walks of life.  The services offered through Diane Ahrens 
are typically able to allow people to regain management of their illness within 2-5 days.  The model facilitates 
community based care which allows recovery processes to occur. This is an essential part of our health care delivery 
service – one that gets people back on their feet and integrated back in to their families and home communities. 
 
Mental Illnesses will strike 1 in 4 individuals – maybe your spouse, your son or daughter, your friend, or even you.  To 
not have this facility available in St. Paul will mean that individuals will not get quality care close to home, making it 
much more difficult for their families and loved ones to support them. Mental illness is treatable.  People living with 
mental illnesses should not be stigmatized or shunned by neighbors – they are our neighbors, friends, and loved ones. 
 
Neighborhood support for programs such as Diane Ahrens is critical. While communities at times have fears which 
can lead to neighborhood shunning or stigmizing individuals served, well run programs such as Diane Ahrens 
historically have not had any detrimental effects on the community.   
 
Please feel free to contact Roger Meyer, the Alliance Project Director, at 651-338-5318 to discuss anything related to 
this issue as your deliberations continue. We’d be happy to answer any questions you may have about our support 
for, and experience with, the Diane Ahrens Crisis Residence.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alyssa Conducy, MSW, LICSW 
Co-chair, Mental Health Crisis Alliance 




























