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Vang, Mai (CI-StPaul)

From: bob McCarthy <macspapa.bm@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2015 11:57 PM

To: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings

Subject: 1356 Jefferson Avenue, Robert and Cheryl McCarthy

Attachments: 20150709233708.pdf

Att: Marcia Moermond 

Here is the site plan that you asked me to send you by the 10th of July. It has been hard to get this together in 
two weeks with the holiday, my disabled wife and a flare up in my back problems.  

i have talked to a number of people and the concensus is that the best solution would be to use 2 inch granite to 
a depth of two to three inches. The granite will give a very hard surface and the large size will stick to the 
ground and to each other while allowing the water through to the tree. Because it is bigger it will not wear away 
and it will not be carried into the storm sewers. Visually, it fits with all the other rock in the current landscape 
pattern. 

I investigated the possibilities of tracks but need more information. There appears to be serious problems with 
every alternative. The best option there would be to go over the existing walkway and put 4 tracks in between 
the house and garage ona line from the deck to the street. 
This would not be attractive or go with the existing landscaping. I am an old man and my house will eventually 
have to be sold someday and this would decrease the value. 
 
The amount of material and the cost of labor to prepare the site is extremely high for this option. With cement it 
involves trenching down a couple of  ft or more through a mix of dirt and rock.  There is one tile that is 3.5 
inches deep and allows drainage but it is about $ 6 per tile. it covers only 2.6 square ft. Each track would have 
to be about 40 square feet or a total of about 160 sq ft or about 62 tiles. That cost would then be $362 plus 
trenching and base costs. There would also be labor to lay these which is estimated at a thousand dollars.  

The estimated cost of the granite is About $150. Labor simply involves leveling the service and spreading  the 
gravel. Delivery costs are additional. 

I don't think that the goal of the city is to bankrupt disabled pensionaires but that is exactly what the cement or 
block option would do to us. Frankly the tarring of the area would cost as much and is financially out of the 
question for us too.  

 We laid out this plan with the help of the City zoning and Planning departments to rescue a trash house in the 
neighborhood.  The granite option goes with what we have as it was originally laid out. It protects the tree, 
provides a harder surface than what is in the alley and is the best looking option. This law was passed after we 
relied on the city for design help and the entire current landscape.  

It is  unfair that the city has 20% of the alleys in the city unpaved for lack of funds but jumps on law abiding 
homeowners. This law is only used to pressure home owners when other means fail. In my eight square block 
area, there are about 40 non-conforming parking spots. Ironically, I was planning to put new rock on that pad 
last year but i didn't get it done because my wife was too needy. I was looking for someone to do it this year 
when your inspector came around this year.  
 
Finally, I do not believe the inspection department has the power to tow my handicapped badged vehicles as 
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threatened in the order.Putting the ADA issues aside for the moment, The section  quoted by your inspector says 
that before any existing spaces may be paved, site plan approval must be obtained as specified in the St Paul 
Zoning Code and the lot must be developed in comformance with such approval.  
  
Sections 60 through 64 outline the zoning requirements which have the intent and purpose of increasing the 
quality of life for all citizens and see that standards are uniformly applied. they allow for "alternative material 
that is equivilent to that required. There is also a section 63.11 which deals with the need to protect existing 
trees whenever possible. Sec 63.115 says that stormwater treatment is a major consideration of a site plan and 
integrated into the plans. My tree would be classed as stormwater landscaping, the preservation of which must 
be a key factor. Finally, the code gives at least one year to comply after a site plan is   approved. I believe that 
the abatement power cannot be applied as long as I am working on the problem in good faith plus a year. 
 
I appreciate your understanding here and offer to work with me  I would have had rock in by now except for all 
of this.  I guess it is good that I haven't done because I would have relied on my discussions with the city and 
possibly had to take it all up. I want to get this done this summer get this done this summer instead of waiting 
another year. However, I feel I have to do what I have to do to protect this tree and will continue to fight if 
necessary.  
 
Please advise me if you have questions about any of this.  I am more than willing to work with you on 
this.  Please advise me when this will be heard by the council and  if you intend to submit a negative report. in 
that case, I would like to be heard by the council and bring an attorney. . 

Sincerely,  
 

Bob McCarthy 
attatch: Site Plan 
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