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June 24, 2015 

St. Paul City Attorney 
Attn: Samuel J. Clark 
400 City Hall 
15 Kellogg Blvd., West 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Re: Hawkins Inc. Conditional Use Permit for 701 Barge Channel Road, St. Paul, 
Minnesota (the "CUP") 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

This firm represents Hawkins, Inc. ("Hawkins") with regard to the proposed storage tank 
replacement and upgrade project (the "Project") at the Hawkins Southport facility, located at 701 
Barge Channel Road in the City of St. Paul (the "City"). As we stated in our email to Peter 
Warner, dated June 17, 2015, and in our testimony to the City Council on the same date, the 
Proj ect has been approved by operation of law under Minnesota Statutes, Section 15.99. (See 
enclosed CUP issued by City, dated April 24, 2015.) Since the CUP application was deemed 
complete by the City of St. Paul on March 16, 2015, the 60-day limit expired on May 15, 2015. 

Further, staff and the Planning Commission have determined that the Project satisfies standards 
and criteria for issuance of the CUP. The Project is an upgrade and modernization initiative, not 
an expansion of Hawkins' Southport facility. It will result in a net reduction of on-site storage 
capacity, no additional rail traffic, and an estimated 1 or 2 additional truck trips per day as 
compared to the current 8 to 10 truck trips per day. The Project is also not a "massive tank farm 
consisting of 42 tanks" as the appellants assert. The Project scope is to replace one existing 
440,000 gallon tank with eight (8) 50,000 gallon tanks for a net reduction of 40,000 gallons of 
storage. The Project will allow Hawkins to dramatically improve safety at the facility and 
decrease risks of adverse environmental impacts. The upgraded storage area will be enclosed by 
a reinforced concrete containment wall that would capture any theoretical spills and protect the 
tanks from encroaching floodwaters. The erroneous facts and assertions contained in the appeal 
have been clearly and finally addressed by City staff, Hawkins and our office. 

Finally, the continued public hearing is now made moot by operation of Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 15.99. We ask that your office promptly confirm the issuance of the CUP and cancel the 
public hearing. Time is of the essence since work on the Project has been unnecessarily delayed 
for more than six weeks. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. Thank you. 

Z;;:ive~ 
William C. Griffith, for -;;? ~ 
Larkin Hoffman U 
Direct Dial: 
Direct Fax: 
Email: 

952-896-3290 
952-842-1729 
wgriffith@larkinhoffman.com 

Enclosure 

cc: Mayor Chris Coleman, City of St. Paul 
St. Paul City Council 
Jerry Hendrickson, Deputy City Attorney 
Louis J ambois, St. Paul Port Authority 
Rich Erstad, Hawkins Inc. 
Robert C. Long, Larkin Hoffman 

4821-0034-0261, v. 1 



CITYdF SAINt PAut,:MINNESQt~ 
(Conditional Use Permit) .. 

ZQNING FILE NO: 

.APPLICANT; 

FURPQSE: 

15-018."141 

LOCATION: 

LE~.AL DESCRIPTJON: 

HaWRins 111C; 

Conditional use, pefinit fqr c9D;itry()tiol)O¥$tjewtanksJ;Jod 
tank containment area,trY9.~,C0l1t~inrprDt~C~.9. 9110.r9l! 

. containment area sfructyres.not elevc;lted 00 fill In.tbe Flooq 
Fringe Disffict 

701l3arge.dhanneJ RoClci 

PIN a9g82~B1·bOlOJ ReWisteg;d L9ng' §>~ry~X 44J3 Tr99t @.Q( 
RA:$: 446 & PartOfBlkSi$ '?t .~. Re '·.E$}~Jmp ~¥n Ago 
No4'Des8ASrol; In S' iSJ,l'ga .:":' ·.2iAII'Jp91.tnA 94, 
773 aq Ft!l'acfH<;jving Ft,P{ont(')I1 ... 0 •. 4i'ne G!fP?arse 
Ollannel & 97:28 Ft Fro 'Barge c;:h9 .. 

ReC()mmehdedapprOval·.wifhiC:ondltion~·,.·o.n ·l\Pr!1 16;. ~019 
APProve.a With coriditionSlJn April. 24, 2M?' 

ZOf(jING) GQMMITT5E' ACTION: 

p'l!ANNrNGOQMMI$$JON.ACTIQN; 

CQNt:llTIQ.Ns qFTH.I.S pERMIT: ' ' .: ><'" " '.' ..•...••.... , ..••.....•..... 
. 1, Th~·;~pplic~Dt shell! provj~{?' plans, snd .reCdrd·.ofss·?uilf oQn<lJtkJ)T for aiL structures sIgned P¥ "a' 

. regip,ter~o prPfessiqnaJ·engJrreer oraro.~jteet ~ria verityin~, consistenoy .. yvjth·thErgener~I ..• ·qesig9.··~t.andard$ 
8fthe :,Mintlesoia St~te Building COd7 ~ndconstruotiont~ FP-·1 or FP~2 Jloodproofing ~tt;)n~,<;1rq~,.. . 
'2; T .' 'nt~hClIl adhe're to all prOVisions oithe floOd· respohse plan'and SWpp.p oIJ,fiJe .with the 
P¢PCl ,'- Sl;lt~t¥ ~ndInspectiqn~, . •.•. . . ' ' •...•.•......•.• , ,:. •.• ..•.... > 
is. Th'e apP.!iqaht spail·pe 1flG.ornpllan8e.wifh the terms of the MPCA IndustriaIStormVVl;ltl?{Perrpit f()[th~ ~e," . . 

t .. the undersigned. S.$cteta,rYtQJh~,Z(J(1.ihg .. CQrritnittee dfthe: planrifnQ Cqrnmlssi()rr for,City JJfSaiht,paqli 
NJinne$otc:t, dO bere.py:ceqi,tY that I hav~ corri'pared tP7 Jpregoing .copy Withthe .. origitral'r~cprcLin rp.y:offige; anej fih(:t·th~. same to P8 a,tCqe c;lnd gorreotqop,y ofssio ?riginaLand otthe whole.thereof, as base~ on 
rp.inutes of the Ssintpaull?iClnnill9 ~0rDl'1)i$$ion me.eting helopn April ~4t 20t5, and on record inthl3' 
0,&J1r)t p'aLl! Plannin9:0ffiQfP, 25 VV~st F,QurtH Ptf~.~t, SaintP.l?ql, Minn!aSQt~t·.'" . '. 

This. permit Win ¢xpi"~ tWQ y~ar$. ,{rpm the Clate of: ~p.Pfoilal if the use herein permitted· is. not 
established, subj,ec:t. to· ai:1ministratiye' e"tensigll lit'll tt? e){ce.ed orie year (~91.1QS~. If.one ~f the 
foHowing occurs,' the 9.~e her.ein PermitteQ shaU aU,toma{i¢plly·e)!pire:. the. u~e. is. established Qut 
subsequently: is discontinlJE:lg f~)r ~~5 !:laYs ()r is repla~.¢(;f by ;:tncjther uSe, theJot area is t.educed, 
or as otherwise provided hl § 61 :505, .. 

The decision to grant thi§ 'peFl'1)jt by th~ P lanniqg C ornmi~si()nJs 90 ad rnini!)tratiVe' E\ctiotl $ubjeotW 
appeal t? the·City Council. Anyone affected by this <:lGt!pn mi?y.~ppeal t~i$ .decision by filin'g the 
~ppropria:te application and fee at theZoning OJ'fjcE\,.14QO Oity Hall Anne)(, fa vvestFourth Street Arly 
such Clppeafmus! be·fUed within 10 calendar clays oftbe d~te of.the PlannlhgCortUtii$Sion's . 
decision. 

Viqlation 61'the .cQnditiol1s <inhis permit may: result in its revQCatjo.h. 

51JJ:11t6n:n![@~ .... LgVrW 
Samantha Langer 0 
S~Gretary to the Saint Paul 
ZghingGomri1iUee 

Oopies to: 
Hawkins I.nc. . .. 
DistrictCounoil3 
M.ailed: April 24, 2015 


