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St. Paul: Woman gets 6 years for arson fire that trapped two brothers

A woman who set her St. Paul boyfriend's duplex apartment ablaze last
summer -- prompting the rescue of two brothers from the adjoining unit -- was
sentenced to a stiff prison term Monday.

B In August, Deanna Lee Thielbar, 47, of Pine City, Minn., was charged with
first-degree arson. She pleaded guilty in December.

Ramsey County District Judge Leonardo Castro sentenced Thielbar to six

= = years in prison, an upward departure from the presumed sentence.
2anna iLee

O?ﬁ;ﬁ;gﬁiﬁi Castro found aggravating factors, including the vulnerability of the victims, the

sheriff) fact that Thielbar failed to render aid and the fact that her actions endangered

multiple people, according to a spokesman for the Ramsey County atiorney's

office. The presumed sentencing range would have been three years and five months to four
years and nine months.

The fire occurred early morning on July 21 and engulfed the duplex and garage at 422-424
Goodrich Ave. in St. Paul's West End. A fire inspector found two points of origin, indicating
arson, according to a criminal compiaint.

Thielbar reportedly lived in the duplex's first-floor apartment for a couple of months with her
boyfriend, who owned the home. A neighbar told police that she heard the two arguing
loudly the evening before the blaze. She saw Thielbar drive away in her silver SUV. Around
midnight, she noticed that Thielbar had returned and was "banging around" in the back yard,
charges said.

A few minutes later, the neighbor heard two loud explosions coming from the back of th.e
house. The garage and the rear of the house were consumed in flames, she told police, and
the SUV was gone.

Ricardo Martinez, 16, ran barefoot fo the duplex when he and friends heard screaming. Luis
Ramirez, 17, held a ladder that the boys found at a neighboring house as Martinez climbed
up to the second-floor apartment.

Martinez puiled one of the two brothers -- 67-year-old Richard Stauch -- to safety, he told the
Pioneer Press at the time.

Martinez also tried to rescue Louis Stauch, 65, but struggled against the thick smoke.
Firefighters found Richard Stauch unconscious on the floor and rescued him.

The brothers' dog, a pit bull named Angel, died in the fire.
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571 [} Gz or ssrvice station

599 [ ] Businesa office

615 [ Blectric generating piant

629 [] Laboratory/science lab

700 D Marufacturing plant

819 [Juivestock/poultry storage{barn}

882 Dﬂon—residential parking garage

891 DWarehouse

Outside

124 [|Playground or park

655 [|Crops or ocrchard

689 [[|Forest (timberlznd)
807 [|ovtdoor storage arasa

919 [|oump or saritary landfill
9371 [Jopen lamd oxr Zield

936 | JVacant lot

938 [ [oraded/care fox plot of land
946 [ Inake, river, stream

951 [ JRailroad right of way

950 [ Other street

961 [ Mighway/divided highway

962 [ JReaidential gireet/driveway

581 ]:} Construction site
984 [} Industrizl plant yard

Lookup and enter a Property Use code oniy If
you pave NOT checked a property Uae boX:

5419 ;

|2 oxr 2 family dwelling
NFIRS-1 Revigion 03711759

Pxoperty Use

Saint Faul Fire Lepartment

62210 07/21/2014 14-0021997




Acres burned

(outside fires) than orne acre

[[theas

| i

On-site material {3)

Packagad goods for szale
Repair or service

MM DD YYYY [ lbateee NYTRS -2
62210 bee| ¢ o7 f=21 | 2014] | 08| [12-002199%7 {001} [Tenange ire
wm g State 4o Iacident late 4 gration Tocident Murber g Taposure K o Activity
B Property Details C On-Site Materials[f[Nome B ote o o e o srtar. onavay or
culiural ks or moberiale on the
or Products ;f:f)ﬂty‘,mmei::r grgnot they becawe involved
Enter up to three codes. Check one
EB1 GDOll Dm’t Regidential or more boxes for each code entered. 1 Bulk storage or warehousing
Eskimated Number of residential living units in INNI\T [ E‘None | 2 Procesging or mamufacturing
building of origin whether or nobt ail uaits omepite materisl [1) 3 Packaged goode for =ale
became involved 4 Repailr or gervice
, 1 Bulk storage or warchousing
B2 Klbuiidings not involved | | | 2 [_jprocessing or manufacturing
Nomber of buiidings invnlved ta-site material {2} 3 Packa'ged goods ‘for szle
£ Repalr or sarvica
i Bulk storage or warchousing
Bz L | [Elwone 2 [MProcessing or wmanufacturing
3
4

D ignition

D126 | Wall surface: exterior |
area of fire origin 5
Dz |az [ Iradizted heat from [

Heat source ”e

D312 | |Exterior wall covering

3 Check Box if fire spx
Them fizst ignited ¥ 1 Dwas confined to objeck

of origin

t |[Plastic

Requirad gnly if igem Eirmt
izalked code 15 OC or <70

D4 a2
of material

;‘;Jrsi-. dgnited

Cause of Ignition

B

Echeck bex if thig ig an exposure wepork.
Srip to gection §

1 { Jantentional

2 Dﬁni‘ubmbional

3 Dmilure of etfuiprent ox hazt source
4 ,:E.n.ct of nature

5 [ Jesuse under inveatigation
U BCa.use undetermined after investigation

Human Facbors
Contributing To Ignitlen

Check all applicable boxes

1 [Jasieep [ mone

2 {Jrosstnly lwpairved by
alechol or drugse

3 Dmttended pezaon

4 D?ossa‘bly mental disabled

5 [Jrpysically Dizablad

Factoxs Centributing Te Ignition

[¥one
7t | [Exposure fire

Facter Contributing To Igrition (2)

L f| |

Factor Concrinuting To Ignitdon {2}

B

[ Dmlciple persons involved

7 [Jage was a factor

Botimated age of i i

parach envolved
2 Ds'amaie

L [Juale

Fq Equlpment Involved In Ignition

[wore 1 Eemipment was not involved,Skip to
Section &

F2 G

Equipment Power Scuxce

Equipment Power

Equipment InvoLved

Brand l |

Model |

Serizl #!

1

Yoar

l N

Enter up to three codes.

Fire Buppression Factors

[[J¥one

F3 Equipment Portablility

i EPortsble

o i |

pirs suppressicon Lactox {1}

2 [jetationaxy

Portahle sguipment nermally can be
moved by opne pesrson, is designed kg |

Fire supprassicn factor {2)

e use in muitiple locatdons, and
regnires no tools to instail.

Fize suppression factor

{1)

1 Mobile Property Involved
;jm:ne ]

H2 Mobile Property Type & Make

I

i Dm:t invalved in ignition, but burned
2 [Jravolved in ignition, but 4id net bwm
3 [znvolved in ignition and burned |

Mobile property type

E

Mokdle property make

Local Use

D Fre~Fire Plan Available

gome of thae informatlion presented inm 1
tEhia repoxt mzy be baged upox reports
Erom obber Agencies

[Jarson repert attached
[ jpolice report attached
[Jcoroner repoxt attached
[CJotker reports attached

Hoblie proparby model

1 L1 ]

Year

Licenze Plate Nupbex State

VIR Number

HNFIRS-2 Revision 0L/19/5%

SAink Paul Fire Bevartment

6221¢

07721/2014 14~0021297




Btructure Type %
If Fire was In encloaed building or a
portable/mebile structurs complete
the rest of this form
1 [¥] Enclosed Building
2 [Mrorteble/mokile structure
3 {T]epen structure
4 Dair gupperted structure

I1

Is Building Stabus %

1 [ onder comstruction

2 {f] ocenpled & operating

3 [ zdie, not routinely need
4 [7] under major zerovation

00

I3 Buildingw
Height

Caumt the ROOF ag part
af tha highegt shozry

Wotal number of stovies
ak oxr sbove gxade

NFIRS-3
Structuze
Fire

14 Main Floor Sizek

L] | - [ 668

Total sgusre fesb

Fire Crigio ¢

002 . gBelow Grade

Btory of fire origin

Damaged By Flame

Count the ROOF aw part of the hlghest story

Husber of stories w/ minor damage
{1 bo Z4% flame damzge)

5 []ent B | ] vacant and secured OR
% [ jvacant and ussecured .
6 [|open plabform (4.4, piers) UDli
7 DBeing demoiished mote% Tomber Of ELo
7 i:]Unde:rgrouaé FLIUChUre (york arsas) o BOth Fotal xa:: stovien | l ‘ E BY } 1 [ |
. . er 4 [
8 [JConnsctive dtzudturs (s,q. fences) U [ onderexnined Tenght im feot Fiden in Feot
0 {_jokher kype of stxuctaure
Jq, iy ) Number of Stories K Material Contributing Most

To Flame Spread

Check Lf no flame spread skip To
OR mame a5 materisl fiwst ignited x
OR unable to determine Section L

O

3 []¢ombination smolke - heat
4 []sprinkler, water flow detection
5 gMore thar 1 type present

O {|Other

T [[]tndetermined

I.4 Detector Operation

1 [J¥ire too amall
to agtivate

2 [[Jopexated
{Compiete Saatiom LS}

3 [3Failed Lo Operate
{Compiegte Sention L6}

U [JUndstermined

J2  Fire Spread Ki | I} ) |
Hanmber of atories w/ algeificaat damags
1 DCunfined to cbject of origin !_E (25 to 49% Flame damagel Ttem contributirg most to flame spread
2 DCanine.d to xoom af oxlgin ’ i Nomber of ptories v/ heavy damage K2 I | i E
3 DConfined to fioor of ordgin (50 to 74% flame damagal - " T
i £1 5 to buildi € lei Typ: n; nftla:erlz.lrc$tnbuting Miri;;d&.ﬁly if iftem
DCc'n ined to ilding of origim Number of stories w/ extreme Samage most o me  Gpre: x}:is £l grcm
5 [X]seyend building ef arigin I___.__l {75 to 1005 Flame damage)
1,1 Presence of Detectors i 1;3 Detector Power Supply| L5 Detector Effectiveness
{In area of the fire} 1 [j Reguired i1f detector opezztad
skip to Batbery only
N [wone Presect section M 2 []Hardwire only 1 [[falerted Occupants. ocoupants responded
1 [[Jeressnt 3 [JPiug in 2 [[|occupants failed to reapond
, 4 []Baxdwire with battery 3 [J™here were no occupants
T [X]undetermined 5 []Plug in with battery 4 []Failed to alert cucupants
6 [ JMechanicxl U [ Jusdetermined
La Detectox Type 7 [Multple detectors & ]
power supplias I:6 Detector Failure Reason
1 []smoke o [Jother Required 1f detector failed to operate
2 []Eeac U [JUndeterminad

1 DPower Failure, shatoff or dlsconnect

2 DImproper installation or plagement

3 { iDefective

4 D Lack of maintenance, includes cleaning
5 [|Battery mizging or disconnected

G ﬂsattary discharged or dead

¢ [Mother
U [ Jondetermined

K1 Presence of Automutic Extingulsiment System

Syetem Operation

M3 automatic Extinguishmesnt

M5 Autcmatic Extinguisbment
Sydgtem Fallurs Reason

¥ Eﬁ'one Present

Complete rest

1 [Jrresent of Section M

equired 12 fire wae within Sesigned range
1 Dﬂperated & effective {Go to M4

Mo Tvpe of Actomatic Extinguighment Sysbtem

1 []Jwet pipe sprinklex

2 [Ipry pipe sprinkier

3 [[Jother sprinkler system

4 [[] pry chemical system

5 [ |Foam aystem

é DHalcgen type system

7 D Carhon dioxide (CC, system
& mother apecial hazard gypbem
Y [ ] Undetermined

Required if fire was within designed mange of AES

*

2 DOperated & not effective (m4)
3 [JFire too small tc activats

4 [:]Failad to operate. {Go to ME)
0 [Jother

U { |Undetermined

Reduized 1¥ system failed

1 DSy—stem shut off

2 [|tot encugk agent dimcharged

3 [ |bgent discharged but &id
not xeach fire

4 [vwrony type of systen

§ [ Fire not in area probected

M4 Number of sSprinkiex
Heads Operating

Required £f system operated

6 []8yatem components demaged
7 [ Jrack of maintenance
8 [ |Manual Intervention

¢ [ other
i E'Undetemined

Rumbar of sprinkler heads opesrating

NFIRE-3 Revision 01L/157/9%

Saink Paul Fire Department

62218 0F/21/2014 14-0021937




Ki ©Person/Entity Imvolved | I

Tooal Gption

Business pame {if applicablel Ixea Code Fhone Nurher
ggggkagi%zm;;f Mr_ lis., HMes. Pirst Name HI Last Mame Buffix
incident Logation,

TE;:.Bkip gﬁe tgrae L__ E | I L l 1 E
duplicate address Wurbex Profix Stteet oy Bighay Street Type Surfix
| |1 B i
Post GEfice Box Bt /auive/Room  ciry
State Eip Code
E]Mere people involved? Check this box and attach Supplomental Forms (NFIRS-L3) ze nedessary
imvolved
K2 owner [[]3ms s pemmon fmotredt et | | [-1 -1 |
The resk of this section.
Tooal Option Eusiness pame {if applicablel Area Code Fhicme Hasbey
l |  |RKaREN ] | | |POLLRRD B ]
Check thig box if wr, Ms,, Mrs, Flrst Xame MI Last Nam= nuffix
Creidon Tecation
6] -
e lazo { | | 1GOODRICH ' | {ave I L
duplicate address Numbex Frefix Street or Highway Streat Type Suffix
iines.
= [ | [ ISAINT PAUL |
Tost OfZice Box Apt./sulte/svom  city
IMN ]]55102 |~{ |
Statz  zip Code [
I. Remarks
Zozal Opticn
EXPOSURE PIERE CAUSED FROM STRUCTURE FIRE NEXT DOOR. SIDING AND SOFFIT OF STRUGCTURE WAS ON
FTRE., FIRE CREWES BEXTINCGUISHED AND CHECKED FOR ANY FURTHER EXTENSTON. THE INTERIOR OF THE

STRUCTURE WAS (HECEED AND NO FIRE BXTENSION WAS FOUND.

ESTTMATED DOLLAR LOSS CHANGED FROM $30,000 TO $13,069.32 ACCORDING TO THE OWNER THEIR

INSURANCE COMPANY USAA,

i0/22/2014 8U

I. Authorization

in charga.

14125 | | T¥KS, BARTON D [ 1152 | |2 | | o071 131] 2014
OfFicer in charge Ib gignature Poaibtion or raok Assignment Honth Day Yeaxr

E’;;“‘;f;f;lzs | |INKS, BARTON D | {iss | €2 [ | 071133 | 2014
::mte}fficer seaber waking repert ID gignature Pogition or rank Assicimaent Month Day Yeax

Sainy Paul Fire Deperiment

62218

07/21/2014 14-0021997




¢ Incident Type #
111 | |puilding five

InciGent Type

3 | jMuenel eid given

5 [Jotkexr aid given
N [¥]wone

1 [Cuutwal aié recedved
2 [[jAvtomatic a2id recv.

4 [ |automatic aid given

D Aid Given or Recelvedx

Date.

A MM oD YYYY E[Daete NEFTRS -1
le2210 | [M¥] | o721l 203al |08 | ([2£-0021997 {[ 002] [N sasic
FDID Stute o Incldent Date g sration Incident Kumbed g Exgosure % D”‘-‘ notivity

B focationt e e eati e, oy e S i i 7™ conmus 7eact (0369 |-[00 |

Strast address
B : | 428! | | |S0ODRICH [lave 31|
DInteIBect;erz Hurkex/Wilepost Prefix ptreek or Highway Btreek Type Suffix
[JIn fxont of . ~
[Jrear of | ! |SAINT PAUL | v | |55102 1= ]
Apt. fBuitefRoem  Oity State 2ip Code

[ Jaddiacent to ; i
DDiIGCticns cross atreet or directions, as appiicsble

E1i Date & Times

l Cheok boxes if
dates are the
same aF Alarm

ALRRM al:
Alarm %

Momth Doy
recuired
[ o7 | 24|

Midnight is 0008

Fz Shift & Alarms;
Local Gption

| |9 p2__|

shift or Alarms Biskrict

Year Hr Min goc

2014]1060:30:08 |

ARREVAL raguirsed, unless canceled or did nop arxive

Flatoon

L B | B areivazse | 07 | 23] 2014]{00:33:46 jf53
Their FRID Thedx . .
State CONTROLLED Cptiomal, Wxcept for wildland fires Special Studies
[ | || [Jeontroiles R i i Gacal option
Their LAST DNIT CLEARED, reguired except for wildland fires I ; i !
Incident Nurbsr Lagt Uait Special gpecial
Cleared E OTE { 21] | 2{1141;04:46:23 l study IDE study value

P Actions Taken %

EES

| {Extinguishment by fire

Gl

|

prinary hotion Taken ([1)

l N

]

Regources %

Check thid box and skip this
section if an Appavatus or
Parspnnel fornm is usged.

Apparaktig

Perscnnel

Suppression 0013§ t I

G2 Estimated Dollar hLosses & Values)

LDSZSES ! Required Tor ail fires if mown. Optional |
for pon fires. None|

b, 003f,] eoo[ []

Contents 0409|, 400
$ ; El

Froperty $§

131 [ JChurch, place of worship
161 [ |Restaurant or cafeteria
162 ]:]Bar/'l‘avern or nightclub
213 [ |Elementary school or kindergarten
215 [M|High schaol or junior high
241 [[|College, adult education

381
419
429
439
449
£59

[]Prison or jail, not juvenile
D 1~or 2-femily dwelling
|Mulei-family dwelling

| Rooning/boarding house

[ Jconmercial hotel or motel
[JResidential, board and care

additional Rotion Taken [2) EMSi ] I PRE-INCIDENT VALUBE: optional
Gthar E
[ il I Broperty & |.[ oe08],} o009 O
Additicaal Acthon Taken (3) Chack box if redource counte
inaipda zid received resources. |Conbents $] J z i OOOi ,i 00 9] D
Completed Modules|pyjCasualtiesfiNone [fys Hazardous Materials Release I Mixed Use Propexty
EFize-2 Deaths Injuries |N [J¥ene MY [ |Rot Mixed
10 Aggembly use
Structurs-3 Fire ! | | l 1 [(Natuxal S&s: siew lesk, 5o eveustion ox Saziet actlona | 50 Education use
Dcivil Fire Caa,-4 gervice 2 DEropane gaB! <21 Ib. tank {a¥ in howe BBQ grilll 33 Medical use
[ Fire 8exv. Cas.-5 civilian] |l 13 [Jeascline: vensels fusl tank oo postable containes !4_}:(!)- ie‘:}.g.:ntialegse
o stox

Dms_s T “—toctor 4 [j KOTOBBNRE: fuel buming squipneat o gortsble storage 53 Fneloged mall
[]Raziat-7 Required for Confined Mxes. |5 [JPiesel Fuel/fuel olltvedele mel tawr ox poctatie| E§ | IBus. & Residential
[[Jwitdland Fixe-8 1Bbetector alerted soepants 6 [ JHousshold solvents: hotiefoffice agill, clesnup only | 59 Office use

EY -8 : 60 Industrial use
pparatus 7 DMD!’:O:: G111 erom enging or portalle container 63 Military use
DPBISOMEl—lﬂ zgnetaztor did not alext them 8 DEaint: £rom potnt cens bobaling < 55 gwElonn é5 F asa
D}.rs\:wn-ll UD —— 0 []other: specis: mans sotions required or aplll » S5gud.. 00 Other mixed ude

pleage cooplete thoe faciat forn
J FProperty Usex Structuzes 341 []c2inic,olinie type Infirmazy 539 [] Household goods,sales,repairs
342E|Dector/dentist cffice 579 [:]Mator vehicle/boat sales/repair

571 [[]®as or mervice station

599 [[] Businass office

615 [ ] Electric generating plant

€29 [} haboratoxy/science lab

700 [ | Manufacturing plant

819 [ dvestock/poultry stoxage {barn)

831 [JOpen land or field

262

311 [:}care facllity for the aged 264 Dnsrmbory/‘barradks g82 Dﬁicm-residential parking garage
331 [jHospital 519 [JFood and beverage sales 897, [ ] Werchouse
Qutside 936 [ | vacant lot ag1 [7] Construction site
124 [ |playground or park 938 [ [sraded/care for plot of land 984 [] Iedustrial plant yazrd
655 [ |Crops or orchard 946 [ jLeke, river, streem
668 [|Forest (timberland} 951 [Jfeilroad right of way ’;gg*ﬁgﬁ &%"Eﬁ;ﬁé‘g"ggﬁg e porsy i
&07 [Joutdooxr storage area 960 [JOther street Property Use |831
419 [|Dump or panitary landfill 961 [(Highway/divided highway

|[Pazking garage,

{detached |

EResicient:‘.al gtreet/driveway

WFIRB.1 Revigion 03/11/7995

Ond s Doast Tira Panartmant

62210

872172014

14-0021957




MM oD YYYY Dne:ece RFLRS -2
62218 mw| 07 |23 | 2014] | o8] [14-0021997 | | 002] [Tlcnange Fire
FDID g state . fngident Date = station Iacigent Number .. EXposure w I:lm Activity
B Property Details C on-g8ite Materials[Ewone ﬁﬁin%}f?mme% ;’gﬁg{;ﬁ:i:‘% or
agzri wral preducks or materials on the
or Products qupere;y, whether ox not they became involved
Enber up bto three codes. Check cne
B1 ’i I E|¥ot Residential or more boxes for each code emtered. 4 r—p gy atorage or warechouaing
Estimated Numbsr of residential living maits in | MM | |Homne | 2 | |Pronessing or manufacturing
building of origin whether or not all units Oa-site material (1) 3 Packaged gcods for gale
became invelved 4 Repair or service
L [MBuik storage ox warehousing
Bz ; I K[Buildings sot involved 1 i | 1 2 Brocessing or manufacturing
Huwber of buildings iaveolved Du-gite matarial {2) ’ 3 Packaged geoda _far sale
& Repalr or service
. 1 Bulk storage or warekousing
B3 ]mt E|wone i I ]2 Procesging or menufacturing
cres burne H
" Packaged goods for sale
s . on-site materdal (3) 3 ged o
{cutside fires] [ |Less than one acre g [ |Repair or service
Cause of lgnition Human Facbors
D Ignition B, E3 -
chack box if thisz iz an exposure report. Contributing To Ignition
gip to section g Check ail =pplicable boxes
B |47 | [Vehicle storage area; | 1 [Jrotentional 1 [Jasiesr [Ivone
rrea of fire origin . 2 [fuaintentional 2 Dl?osaihiy impaired by
32 Dinlm:e of equipment ox heat gource Dalcohol or drugs
: 4 [Tjact of nature 3 | iUnattended pevson
D2 |g2 | |radiated heat from | 4 [Jrossibly mental disabled

5 [fcause under investigation
o Dc‘ause undetermined after investigation

Heat soures g ) [ Drh]raical}.y i sabled

6 Dmltiple persons involwad

, . Factors Confributing To Ignition
D3pn | |Exterior wall covering ||F2 g on
Ttem firet ignited Theck Doy 4f fire spraad None 7 Age was a fackor
* 1 [ lwas eonrines zo object 17 i !Expgsure Five JD D
of origin Factor Contributing To Tgeitiom (17 Estimated age of [ [
T4 |64 I IPI.YWOOd pergon envolved
Type of matarial Required only if item fizsk ] ! i I
£irst dgnited igmited code i3 00 or <70 Factor Contrinuiing o Fgnicion 1%) 1 DM&I& 2 E]E‘emale
Fi Equipment Isnvolved In Ignition s Equipment Powex (¢ Fire Suppression Factors
Qm’ane If Bguipmert was not involved,Bkip to
Gection @ I { § i Enter up Lo three codes. Dﬂﬁne
I | I i Equipment FPower Source -
Equipment Imvolved BEquipment Portabilit E Il |
F3 qll B ¥ Flye suppression Factor {I}
Brand I I 1 DPortah!.e
HModel l ] 2 Dstationary Fire suppression factor {2}
. Portable eguipment normally can be
Serlal #I i moved by one psreon, is designed tg | [ | |
be use in mulbiple locations, and Tl suppression facter (3)
Year I—_I. reguires no tools to imskall, o
. . Local Use
H; Mobile Property Inmvolved Ho Mokile Property Tvpe & Make [JBre-rire Plan Avaiiabia
[:}Hone foxme of the information presented in
! | ] | thls veport mey bs based wpon Teporis

1 Dl\mt involved in lgmition, but burned Hobile property type £rom octher hgencisa

2 [ J#nvoived in ignitiom, but did mot burn
3 ij!nvoived in {gnition and burned

[Jarson report attachsd
l | ! i [Mrolice report attached
Dcornna report attached
[ jother veports attached

Mobile property weke

Hoklie property model Year

I [ f

Iicenze Plare Nunber State VIN Fuwber

NFIHS-2 Revialion 0i/19/5%9

Szint Paul Fire Department 62210 G7/21/52014 14-0621997




Il sBtructure Type % I> Building Status % |I3 Bullding+%|I14 Main Floor Sizek| NFIRS-3

I Fire was Io enclosed building oxr a x Structure

noxtablefmobila structure complebe Hez'ght Fize

the regt of thig form Count the ROOF az part

Tnd of the Idghest gke;
1 [EEnclosed Bailding ;‘ [ tadex construction . =
. a ied & tinm
2 DPcrta_ble/moblle structura (] oooup ep:ra & .
q DOPEE structare 3 [] zare. not routinaly ussd l 901E ] i, I ] . ] 210
4 Under major renovation Total mmber of storlsk Tetal & ra Faak
Fua:

4 [Jair supported sbructure 2t or ahave grade

5 [[] vacent and securea

5 Tant

E g D‘Vac&nt znd unsecurad OR .
6 [ Joper platform (o 5. piexs; y Sevatianed
7 [[junderground Structiure ork areast [Being demoiis Tomsl wunber of otorie

Connective structure O [ Jother Pedew sende 1. %2YBy| | . | 619
e[} v fe-3. fences) 1] unsetornines : Lenght in Fest Width in Feet
G [TJother type of structure
Ji Fira Origin J3 Wurbex of Stories K  Material Contributing Mosk
Damaged By Flame To Flame Spread
20 [(Below Grade | cownt the R0OF ag pavt of the highest stoxy Chedk L5 no ﬂ:‘;‘; - . Skip To
= .. % sare ap mst al fivot ismited 1
Story of fire origin Number of atortea w/ mincr damage o un=ble ko def Section Ir
{1 o 24% Fflame damage)
[} Kl

J2 Fire Spread ¥ wmber of sbories y/ sigolficent Gaage l J I i

Teem contributing most to flaxme spread
1 [Tleonfined te cbhieet of origin 125 to 4%% flame damage}

2 [}Cﬂnfined to xoom of origin Numher of atoriez w/ heavy damage K2 L ; l i
3 Dcon.fineé to floor of origiz (50 ko 74% flawa damags} - -
& [ Jeonfined to building of origl ot oF Fiine spread eI Thwony LT item
D o ¢ Swilding of origin Wmber of storier w/ extxeme damage mORL o= Sprea Zgﬁa is u;‘“;’R—,-e
5 [X]zevond building of arigin I_] 175 ko 10t Flane damaga)
L1 Presence of Detectors ¢ T,3 Detector Power Supply|,5 . Detector Effectiveness
{In aress of the firel I:I Reguired if detector operated
- gkip Ee 1 [J2attery saly
N [X[xone Present section W 2 [|Eardwire only 1 [Jalerted Cceupants. occupants responded
1 []exesent 3 [JFlug in 2 [[Joccupants failed to respond
] 4 [|Hardwire with battery 3 [Jrvere were no cccupants
U [J¥ndetermined 5 []Piug in with battezy 4 [JPailed to alert cecupants
5 6 [Jnechanical U [Jundetermined
2 Detecter Type 7 [Jruuitple detectors &
power supplies L6 Detector Failure Reason
1 [[]emoke 0 {TJother Reguired if detector fmiled to operate
2 [reat U [ ]Undetermined
) . 1 [Jrower fallure, shutoff ox dizcomnect
3 [Jcombination smoks - heal 1,24 Detector Operaticn 2 []Improper installation or placement
4 DSprinkler, water flow detectlon 1{J¥Fizre too small 3 [Jpefective
te activate 4 []Tack of maintenance. inciudes cleaning
5 Dﬁore than 1 type present 2 [ Joperated 5 [ |Battexy miseing or discomnected
0 Other {Complete Section L5) ) I:IBai'terY discharged or dead
O 3 {Jrailed to Operate 0 []other

{Complete Sectlom hLE)

. Undetermi o3
U {jundetermined U [ Jondeternined

U [Jondetermined

M Presence of Rutomatic Extinguishment System g M3 aActomatic Extinguishment M5 automatic Extinguishment
Byetem Operation syetem Failure Reason

N @Hﬁna Prasent
Reguired if £ire was within designed range Requirsd if system falled

Complete rest
I [Opresent — | f gogtion ¥ 1 ["operated & effective (Go to M

2 i:]operated & not effective (m4)
3 L—_[Fire too small to activate

4 [(Failed to operate {Go to ¥5)
0 {Jorher

U [ Jundetermined

1 [ isystem shut off

2 Bnot enough agent discharged

3 [ jagent discharged but did
mot reach fira

4 [jwrong type of system

5 Mrire not in area protected

M2 Tvpe of Automatic Extinguishment Eystem "
Required if fire was within designed range of AEES

1 [Qwet pipe sprinklex
2 Dﬂry pine aprinklex
3 [[Jother sprinkler system

4 B Dry chemicsl system Ms Number of Sprimkier 6 [_|8yrteom components gamaged
5 [ 1Foan ayatem Heads Operating 7 [ Jpack of meintenance
st i
6 Bﬁa}oger& tYPE aystem Reguired if aystes eperated 8 [|#anual Entervention
7 [} Carben diexide {CO o) syatem G []othex
0 [[Jothex special hazard system U [ |tndetermined
Number of gprinkler heads opedabing NFIRS-3 Ravigion 01/19/99

54 D Undetermined
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Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 14-219397 DATE OF INCIDENT: 07-21-2014
TIME OF INCIDENT: 0030 hours POLICE CASE #: 14-150-559
INVESTIGATOR{g) ¢ Novak

INCIDENT ADDREES:

1, 424 Goodrich Avenue
2, 420 CGoodrich Avenus
3. 428 Goodrich Avenue

OCCUPANT NAME:

1. Richard Earl Stauch
DOB 03-03-~194% and
Louigs Leroy Stauch
DOB (03-04-1924%

PHONE : unknown

OWNER NAME: 1. Denunig R Johnson PHONE:1. 651-30B8-8760
2. Karen L. Pollard 2. Unknown
3., Jasor B Dombeck 3. 651-235-2811
ADDRESS OF OWNER: 1. 424 Geodrich Avenue
2. 420 Goodrich Avernue
3, 428 Goodrich Avenue
‘ . Duplex, shed, Garage, AREZ OF QORIGIN:1. Rear porch and
PROPERTY D GED: adjacent house, garage bathroom
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: | Duriding #1. 5200,000
1. 8§l4a,000 vehicle Other (Describe) 51.
2. $30,000 8 $400
3, 51,000
Bullding $1. 14C,200
1. 320,000 Vehicle
TE + - Other (Describe) §400
VALDE: 2. $152,400 g
3., $20,000
Damage Hstimate £1. £85,000
CONTENTS ONLY: 2. 80
3. %0
INJURY/DEATH Ko Yes
(if yes, expiain)
SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: [X] Yes [] o [] Unknown
SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioming: [] Yes [ | Mo Unknown
CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: | | Yes { | No [ ]| Unknown
INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [ | Yes # ¢ ] Ne [] Unknown
¢.0 Detector Present: [} ves [] No [ ] Unknown
FIRE CAUSE { | accidental [ ] quvenile/Incendiary
CLASSIFICATION: Incendiary [ ] chiid {under 1¢ years old}
{ ] Ratural [ ] Undetermined
[ ] under Investigation
SYNCPBIS: Duplex fire with heavy £ire in rear of unit with two elderly

males on second floor. One male rescued by neighbors and one by
fire department personnel. Both transported to hospital. Cwner
and live-in girlfriend had been fighting earlier in the day.
The owner left and the girlfriend admitted to starting a fire
in the bathroom to a toilet paper roll and to the rear porch.




The iive-in girlfriend was not arrxested,

The fire spread rrom the rear of
thls house, to the inside, and also up the rear of the house teo
the atiic, .the detached garage, a make shift shed in the
driveway, with propane botiles exploding, and the house next
door. The ignition source was an open flame from a lighter., The
first material ignited was a toilet paper roll in the bathroom
and combustible materials on a shelf in the rear £irst fleoeor
porch. The action that brought these items together was that of
the live-in girifriend applying the flame from a lighter to the
items, The classification of fire cause is incendiary.

DISPOSITION;

D E~-mail only ] Hoid Scene until approved
[] DO NOT DEMOLISH untll approved | | Scene Released
[} Anaiysis of Evidence Pending [X] Report tc Follow

DFES Form #141 (12/19/2013)




PAGEICF 10
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT#: 14-21997 DATE: 07/21/2014 L TIME: 0030 HOURS

ADDRESS: 424 GOODRICH AVENUE ) INSURANCE CO: NONE
420 GOODRICH AVENUE
428 GCODRICH AVENUE

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $299,400 CN#: 14-150-559
$30,000
51,000

SYNOPSIS: On Monday, July 21, 2014, at 0030 hours the Saint Paul Fire Department
responded to a report of a house fire. The location of the incident was 424 Goodrich Avenue.
Upon the fire department’s arrival they found a two story duplex of wood framed construction
heavily involved in fire along the back side of the house and also burning a tenfed shed, a
detached garage, and melting the siding on an adjacent bome and & garage. Two victims were
rescued from the home; one prior to our amrival and one by members of the fire department. The
fire originated on the back porch and also in a first floor bathroom. Investigation revealed the
owner’s live-in girlfriend admitted to setting the fives. The classification of fire cause is
incendiary.

PEOPLE: Property Owner/Occupant, DENNIS RALPH JOHNSON, 424 Goodrich Avenue,
55102, 651-308-876C, DOB 05/03/1953.

Occupant/Vietim, RICHARD EARL STAUCH, 424 Goodrich Avenue, 55102, DOB
03/03/1947,

Qccupant/Victim, LOUIS LEROY STAUCH, 424 Goodrich Avenue, 55102, DOB 03/04/1949.
Exposure Property Owner, KAREN L POLLARD, 420 Goodrich Avenue, 55102,

Exposure Occupant, JOSHUA HOOVER, 420 Goodrich Avenue, 55102, 651-214-3511, DOB
01/12/1986.

Exposure Occupant, JACKIE LEE JOSEPHINE VENABLE, 420 Goodrich Avenue 55102, 651-
214-3511, DOB (9/10/1994,

Exposure Property Owner, JASON B and EMILY XK DOMBECK, 428 Goodrich Avenue, 55102,
651-235-2811.

9-1-1 Caller/Iuvenile,




Fire Investigation Report
424 Goodrich Avenue
Page Two

Witness, SUSIE CLAIRE GILLILAND, 109 3" Street Southwest, Hinckiey, Minnesota,
Apariment #A-102, {cell}320-469-7533, DOB 07/21/1991.

Witness, MATTHEW ALLEN FLEEGER, 18622 Amber Lane, Pine City, Minnesota, 55063,
(cell)320-629-5559, DOB 01/15/1988.

Possible Suspect, DEANNA LEE THIELBAR, 15833 Norwood Lane, Pine City, Minnesota,
55063, DOB 10/02/1967,

Saint Paul Police Officer, ANTHONY YARUSSO.
Saint Paul Police Acting Sergeant, ROBERT JERUE.

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center. I
responded to the incident scene and arrived at while fire personnel were in the process of
extinguishment. I viewed heavy fire involvement on the south side of the house in the southwest
comer. While on the scene, one of the victims had already been rescued from the home and the
second victim was rescued shortly after fire arrival. At the time of the incident, the outside
temperature was approximately 70 degrees Fahrenheit with calms winds and the skies partly
cloudy, Weather was not a factor in this fire.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The structure is a two story single family dwelling used as
duplex. Construction was of wood frame. The exterior contained wood lap siding and the
interior walls contained lathe and plaster and sheetrock in some of the areas. The structure ran
north to south in length and the front of the home faced north. The building measured
approximately 21 feet wide by approximately 44 feet in length.

The exposure structure at 420 Goodrich Avenue was a wood framed single family dwelling,
The exposure structure at 428 Goodrich Avenue was a wood framed detached garage,

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the building exterior north side found that
the only visibie fire damage was smoke damage and cracked windows. On the west side, there
was smole staining coming out of the southwest corner second floor at the eaves. The south side
was examined and I observed extensive fire damage to the southeast corner. This is where the
enclosed porch was located. The enclosed porch measured approximately 5 feet by 10 feet and
was extensively burned. The exterior wall of the house in this corner was burned up to the eaves,
with no walls remaining for the porch, The fire extended vpwards to the second floor and attic
area, The east side suffered damage on the south end, in the area of the electrical mast and two
meter sockets.




Fire Investigation Report
424 Goodrich Avenue
Page Three

The fire also damaged two large tent tarps measuring approximately 12 feet by 24 feet in
dimension each. The scuthernmost tent tarp was extensively burned. This tent tarp had been
used as & shed for tools, ete. There was also a one car, wood framed, detached garage locafed
behind the two tent tarp structures. The garage was extensively damaged. The most severe
burning on the garage was located on the north end, which faced the house. Some of the roof
and back wall remained.

Visual inspection of the exposure struchure at 420 Goodrich Avenue found melted siding and
charring to the OSB sheathing underneath in the southwest corner.

Examination of the detached garage at 428 Goodrich Avenue found melted siding on the sast
side of the structure.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the first floor found extensive smoke
damage throughout, The main fire damage was located at the south end of the house in the area
of the porch and kitchen, as well as the back bedroom. These areas suffered extensive fire
damage. Due to the porch burning, the fire extended into the kitchen, damaging the cabinets and
rolling across the ceiling, There was some flame damage observed in the living room due fo the
fire roliing across the ceiling from the kitchen, The flame damage in the living room extended
down to approximately the six to five foot height. The back bedroom on the first floor suffered
mainly fire damage on the top 1/3. There was some burning to the bed and this was due to the
porch fire extending intc the bedroom.

Examination of the first floor bathroom found mainly smoke and heat damage. 1 observed that
the curtains within the bathroom were melted, but there was no actual flame damage. There was
burning observed to the toilet paper roll just below the curtains. The toilet paper roll is a
separate and distinct area of fire origin from the other separate and distinct area of fire origin on
the back porch.

Inspection of the basement found no fire damage. There was some smoke and water damage
however ohserved in the basement area. The electrical panel was located in the southeast corner.
One breaker, Breaker #10, was tripped. The furnace and water heater were examined and have
beer: eliminated as a possible cause for this fire, as well as the washer and dryer.

The second floor of the residence was examined and I found extensive smoke damage
throughout, There was a dead dog found in the north bedroom on the floor, The center living
room area was mainly damaged by smoke and heat. The back kitchen area had flame damage
coming from the exterior south window, rolling back into the room, and also coming up through
the eaves. The kitchen counters, the appliances, and the stove have all been eliminated as a
possible cause for the fire.




Fire Investigation Report
424 Goodrich Avenue
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Examination of the enclosed porch found that it was damaged by smoke and heat with flame
damage observed on the upper three to four feet. The most severe bumning was on the east side
exterior due to the fire extending from the first floor porch upwards.

After examining the entire house, it is believed the main fire origin was located in the area of the
rear porch on the first floor. ‘The porch was extensively damaged and this is where the fire was
observed by witnesses. i

INTERVIEWS: 9-1-1 Caller/Juvenile, stated:

He was at 417 Goodrich with some friends making musie.

They heard someone outside screaming,

They then realized someone was in trouble.

He and his friends ran outside and saw the house across the strect burning,

They tried to get into the house through the front deor, but it was too smoky.

He then climbed onfo the roof and found a man on the second floor near the window.

After he helped the man out the window, he got part way back into the house, but it was too
smoky and the man inside that had been yelling became quiet.

He does not remember hearing any smoke detectors sounding.

The voice of the man inside faded and he left the house because it was too smoky.

Witness, SUSIE CLAIRE GILLIL.AND, stated:

She is the niece of the owner, DENNIS JOHNSON.

She was called by her brother and her uncle and asked to come down and hang out with
them.

She was then told not to go to the house because her uncle and his girlfiiend were fighting.

She stopped her vehicle approximately half a block away and waited for her brother and
vncle to call her back and tell her what bar to meet them at,




Fire Investigation Report
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e She was in the area at approximately 12:07 a.m.

s She saw DENNIS’s girlftiend, DEANNA come from the other direction on the road and pull
into her uncle’s driveway.

e  DEANNA was driving a silver SUV/mini-van.

s She believes DEANNA. went to the back of the house and then came back and went in the
front door.

¢ She then received a call from her brother and told to come to the bar.
¢ She turned around and went the other direction fo get to the bar.
o She helieves that was af approximately 12:15 a.m.

e She had been told by her uncie and her brother that DEANNA and DENNIS had been
fighting.

Property Owner/Occupant, DENNIS RALPH JOHINSON, stated:

» His gitlfriend DEANNA has been living with him for approximately two months.
s His daughter, CASSIE MARIE JOHNSON, also lives with him.

e He has two reniers; RICHARD and TOUIS STATUJCH.

e Farlier in the day (Sunday, July 20, 2014), they were painting the house.

¢ DEANNA came home at approximately 6:00 p.m. and started arguing with him,
s DEANNA then went on a walk with MATT.

e He (DENNIS) went to bed.

¢ DEANNA woke him up twice and was sfill kind of arguing with him.

e He left and went to the bar with MATT, leaving DEANNA behind at the house.
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Witness, MATTHEW ALLEN FLEEGER, stated:

L]

He was painting his uncle’s house all day with his Uncle DENNIS.

DEANNA, his uncle’s girlfiiend, came home at approximately 6:30 p.m. with some beer she
had bought over in Wisconsin,

Ske had been drinking some of the beer before she got home.

She started to argue with her Uncle DENNIS.

He (MATT) then went for a walk with DEANNA o clear her head.

He and DEANNA stopped at a bar and drank two or three beers and one shol.
They then walked back to the house and got there at approximately 9:00 p.m.
DEANNA then started arguing with DENNIS again,

DENNIS and he then left and went to the bar, leaving DEANNA =t home.
DEANNA didn’t know that they had left for the bar.

DEANNA iried to call him at the bar.

He doesn’t believe that he talked to DEANNA at all, but he did go outside once and talk to
someone, b doesn’t know who.

He believes DEANNA drives a Ford SUV/mini-van that is silver.

Exposure Occupant, JOSHUA HOOVER and his girifriend Exposure Occupanti, JACKTE LEE
JOSEPHINE VENABLE, stated:

®

They heard twe loud booms.
They thought the booms weze just the neighbor’s burning stuff,

The booms shook their house,




Fire Investigation Report
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¢ JOSHUA gotup to go have a cigarette and when he walked outside he saw a large fire
burning against the backside of his neighbor’s house.

» He yelled o his girlfriend and they ran over and aitempied to enter the front door of the
house.

¢ There was a lot of smoke and they were not able to get very far into the house.

» They noticed the fire was mostly towards to the back of the house, at the rear porch and
garage.

I vras assisted af the scene by Saint Paul Police Officer, ANTHONY YARUSSO and Saint Paol
Police Acting Sergeant, ROBERT JERUE. Officers were fold by neighbor’s that the girdfriend
of the owner, DEANNA THIELBAR, had just driven past the house. Acting Sergeant JERUE
stopped MS. THIELBAR and came back to inform me that she was oz scene. Idrove overto
where her vehicle was stopped and spoke to her.

I informed Ms. THIELBAR that she was notf under arrest and that I wished to talk to her about
the fire. She said it was ok and that she did not know what happen and why all the vehicles were
there. Itold her there was a fire at the house and that we are trying o figure out the cause of the
fire, 1 asked her if she had any ideas on what may have caused the fire.

. DEANNA THIELBAR, stated:

& She has lived at the house for approximately one and a half to two months,

& She was gone most of the day working at Allina in Wocdbury.

o She got off work at approximately 5:40 p.m.

¢ She arrived home at approximately 7:00 p.m. after she went to Wisconsin to buy some beer,
e She came home 2nd found DENNIS and MATT drinking on the front porch.

¢ Her and MATT then went for a walk and wert to the bar.

s  MATT and she had a few drinks at the bar.

e After they came back to the house, and she had been there awhile, she realized that MATT
and DENNIS were gone.
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¢ She didn’t have any more cigarettes so she called DENNIS and asked what she was supposed
to do about no cigarettes.

¢ She weni up to the local grocery store, COOPERS, but it was elosed, so she went fo the BP
gas station and found that they were closed alse.

» She called DENNIS and asked where she was supposed to go to get some cigarettes.

s She made a sarcastic remark about driving {o Pine City fo get cigareties and DENNIS said
yes.

o She then drove to Pine City and on the way she stopped and bought cigareties in Vadnais
Heights,

s She then drove up to Pine City and drove by her parent’s house and then came back dewn to
DENNIS’s house.

I asked her if she could think of anything that would have caused the fire, and she stated:
¢ Everyone at the house smoke and the house is old, maybe the fire was caused by electticify,
o She was af the house at approximately 12:00 a.m. or so.

e She did not set the fire,

I then discussed the fact that she drove by the house while the fire trucks were in front of her
house and she did not stop and she stated:

» There was no were to park.

» She was driving around the block to find arother place fo park.

I informed MS. THIELBAR that neighbors had seen her at the house at approximately 12:10
a.tn, and that she had walked by the garage and alsc into the house. At first, MS. THIELBAR
denied that she had done this and she also denied doing anything else. Ms. THIELBAR then
admitted that she lied and that she did not drive up to Pine City, but she drove to his brother’s
house in East Saint Paut.

I then informed MS, THIELBAR that I felt she might be responsible for setting the fire. Afier
some discussion, she finally admitted that while she was inside the house going fo the bathroom,
she took her lighter and set the toilet paper roil on fire in the first floor bathroom, 1told her that
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the toilef paper rell fire would not have spread into the back porch. She then admitted she went
into the porch and lit something on the shelves on fire,

I asked MS. THIELBAR if she knew that what she had done was wrong and did she intend to
hurt the two gentlemen upstairs. She stated she knew it was wrong and that she was not
intending to hurt anyone.

I asked MS. THIELBAR again what she used o start the fire and she handed me the Hghter that
she had used to start the fire, She also drew me a map of the house and put an X where she sef
the fire in the bathrcom and another X where she started the fire on the porch.

MS. THIELBAR was then informed that she was not going to be arrested tonight and { asked her
if she needed any assistance. She was brought back to the fire scene so she could get some
clothes and shoes. She then showed me the bumed toilef paper in the bathroom and where the
porch was,

While we were waiting for the Red Cross to arrive and arrange a hotel room for her, she asked
her if she could go to the bathroom. Iinformed MS, THIELBAR that she could and as she was
leaving to go to the gas station I gave her $3.00 and told her to buy a pep for both of us.

When MS. THIELBAR returned she handed me a pop and I told her she could keep the change.

I asked her if she was doing ok and she said : I told her that ] was concerned
about her because she had made comments earlier She informed me
that she would be concerned too if she was me. [asked her if she would rather go to the hospital
on a 72-hour hold where she could talk to someone. She said that might be a good idea.

I contacted Ramsey County Dispatchers and told them fo cancel the Red Cross and asked them to
have a Saint Paul Police Officer dispatched to the scone and pui Ms. THIELBAR. on a 72-hour
hold at the hospital. 1thanked MS. THIELBAR for her cooperation and then I let Officer
YARUSSO take MS. THIELBAR fto the hospital.

I spoke with Fire Captain MIKE GAFDE and he stated:

e  When he and his crew arrived on scene they made entry through the front door.

e At that time, they noticed a fire burning in the kitchen and a fire burning outside ai the rear of
the house.

e Part of his crew went upstairs in an attempt to reseie victims.
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SUPPLEMENTAL FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 14-21997 DATE: 07/21/2014 TIME: 0030 HOURS
ADDRESS: 424 GOODRICH AVE INSURANCE CO; UNKNOWN
On Monday, July 21, 2014, while inferviewing DEANNA THIELBAR she handed me the lighter
that she had nsed to start the fire, T{ransported the lighter back to the Saint Paul Fire Dspartment

and placed it in the Fire Investigation’s locked evidence locker,

On Thursday, September 4, 2014, the liphter was removed from the locked investigation’s locker
and transported to the Saint Paul Police Department Property Room.

I. Novak, Fire Investigator, B Shift, 10/03/2014

(el Torvaf) —
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