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MCECLAY - ALTON, p.LLp

ATTORNEYS o
H-33003)
ROBERT M. MECLAY 951 GRAND AVENUE
BRIAN D. ALTON* ST. PAUL, MN 55105
: FAX: 651-290-2502
*Also Licensed in Wisconsin 651-290-0301

October 10, 2014

BY U.S. MAIL and EMAIL

Yaya Diatta
Yaya.diatta@ci.stpaul.mn.us

City of St. Paul

Department of Safety and Inspections
375 Jackson St, Suite 220

St. Paul, MN 55101-1806

RE: 945 Grand Avenue
Board of Zoning Appeals File No.:"14 - 332913

Dear Mr. Diatta,

My partner, Bob McClay and |, are in full support of the variances requested by our
neighbor, Rafic Chechouri.
Very tiyly yours,

Bharkbon

BDA: mjw

Enc.

www.mcclayalton.com



- FRE. -
From: Brian Alton E%&//S

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 12:11 PM
To: 'Diatta, YaYa (CI-StPaul)’
Subject: 945 Grand Ave.

Ya Ya,
I am writing to express support for the approval of the setback variance request by the owner of Gerber

Jewelers.
Bob McClay and | own the property at 951 Grand Ave., where our office is located. Between our office
and Gerber Jewelers is the large structure, built out to the street, at 949 Grand Ave.
It is unfortunate that the building at 949 Grand was allowed to be rebuilt as it is after it was destroyed
by fire some years ago. The structure that replaced the previous flower shop is inconsistent with the
surrounding buildings. The original addition that was tacked onto the former house on that lot for, what
was then, Puvogel Florist, was part of the impetus to create the BC zoning classification in the first place.
The presence of the building at 949 Grand provides a significant challenge to the retail business at 945
Grand. Allowing Gerber Jewelers to remodel the building would help to alleviate the problem created
by the adjacent building.
In addition, the steep grade and number of steps going up to the current entry of the building is another
practical difficulty that was not created by the landowner. Allowing the building to be reconfigured to be
better accessible is a reasonable request.
It is difficult for local retail businesses to succeed. Gerber Jewelers is the type of business that Grand
Avenue needs to retain. Grand Avenue is a busy commercial street. For the most part, buildings
originally built as single family homes have been converted to business uses. The variance will not alter
the character of the neighborhood.
I do think that the BC zoning setback requirements should generally be upheld. However, this is a unique
property and do not think it will set a precedent if approved.
Thank you for your consideration. '
Regards,
Brian
Brian D. Alton
MECLAY- ALTON, P.L.L.P.
951 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105
FAX 651-290-2502
651-290-0301

. brian@mcclay-alton.com

This email is intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain Information that is
privileged, confidential or otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this email is not the
Intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemnination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and return the original message to us at the listed email
address. Thank you.



Diatta, YaYa (CI-StPaul)

From: Joanna Kirlin Mueller <joannakirlin@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2014 8:42 AM

To: Diatta, YaYa (CI-StPaul); summithill@visi.com
Subject: File #14-332913/ 945 Grand Ave/ Rafic Chechouri

To whom it may concern,

| am writing in regards to an addition that Rafic Chechouri at 945 Grand Ave wants to add to his property. | am
the home owner of 940 Grand Ave directly across the street from Rafic. My husband has owned 940 Grand
for 20 years and | have resided in the home for the past 10 years. Before marrying Paul, | owned a property on
Linwood Ave. | have also lived in this neighborhood for 20 years. Over the past 20 years we have watched the
neighborhood grow and change in many positive ways. We have also watched the small businesses come and
go. Small businesses are an important part of Grand Ave and I think it is very important that we do all we can
to encourage their growth in our neighborhood.

| hope that you will grant the variance for Mr. Chechouri. Their property is beautiful and they are wonderful
neighbors. | think they are an asset to our community. Stems and Vines was located next door to 945 Grand
and they had a store front very similar to what Mr. Chechouri is proposing. It was beautiful and fit in with the
neighborhood. |am sure the design for the remodel will be equally beautiful and a great fit for our
neighborhood.

Please encourage small business growth and a strong neighborhood community by granting the variance. If
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Joanna Kirlin Mueller

940 Grand Ave’
joannakirlin@Hotmail.com
651-331-1655




