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To Whom This May Concern:
This is what | included in my letter to the City of St. Paul when | filed a complaint against the city:

On 9-26-2013 Curtis Banks broke into my home, damaging my two doors. My neighbors alerted the
police, and apprehended the suspect inside my home. An attempt was made to call me, but the
officers said they only had my home phone number. (Had they spent two minutes googling me they
would have found my work phone quite easily.) So they called for a “board-up” and now | am being
assessed for these damages. The police failed to note that they damaged my sitting wall when they
attempted to obtain a brick to break down the door of my house. The information | received back
from the police department is incorrect as it was stated in an email to me:

“The same officer did note in his report that he took a loose stone from
the wall, in speaking to him he told me when he picked it up it was
loose and didn‘t damage the wall.”

This information is completely wrong - since the brick that was eventually used, did not match those
on my sitting wall, but had been located along the side of my garage, as that was the one | found on
the steps when | returned home. However, an attempt to remove a brick from my wall did cause it to
break loose as these photos clearly show. I'm sure in the fury of what was taking place it was not
noted the damages, but you can see from the attached photos the wall has been moved from its
place.

I think what was so upsetting was the fact that | had been victimized first by the thief, but felt
mistreated by the police department as well. There is no way a sheet of plywood and those few
screws that were supposedly used to secure my property came anywhere near the $443.90 that I'm
being assessed by the city - but what galls-me is that | wasn't even given the option. A sheet of
plywood as I note costs under $25.00 from Home Depot, and screw - around $5.00. And, in fact, it
still took no more than fifteen minutes to re-enter my home with a screw-driver. Now, | do understand
you were following procedures, doing your best in this situation, but it bothers me that | was not
consulted on any of these things, only to come home to wondering what had happened to my home in
my absence.

It is very, very difficult for me to take time away from my work and therefore | was told | could provide
a written statement in my absence. Taking a day of work would only add just one more insult to my
injury as | would stand to lose pay, and it would matter to my students as well. | have been so








