APPLICATION FOR APPEAL

Saint Paul City Council - Legislative Hearings
310 City Hall, 15 W. Kellogg Blvd.

REC E IVE D Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Telephone: (651) 266-8585

SEP 10 2013
. CITY CLERK
We need the following to process your appeal:
o $25 filing fee payable to the City of Saint Paul HEARING DATE & TIME
(if cash: receipt number 3514934 ) (provided by Legislative Hearing Office)
7* Copy of the City-issued orders/letter being appealed Tuesday,___4-17-\
7 Attachments you may wish to inciude
7¢ This appeal form completed Time__1" 20 PM
% Walk-In OR 0 Mail-In Location of Hearing:

Room 330 City Hall/Courthouse
for abatement orders only: 0 Email OR o Fax

Address Being Appealed:

Number & Street: __ 355 Wlawia Citys X, p&u\ state: AN zip:5510b
Appellant/Applicant: NC\V‘k A \\o\re Q\r\_‘c Email VV\\?OL\\QV': AT @ V\s’rw\q‘.‘l » Cown

Phone Numbers: Business 65! 485-9912_  Residence 5 =59 ~143> cell &51-H85 '*qu =8

Signature: MM Date: OI_ 10 — A0\ >

Name of Owner (if other than Appellant):

Mailing Address if Not Appellant’s:

Phone Numbers: Business Residence Cell

What Is Being Appealed and Why?  Attachments Are Acceptable

Vacate Order/Condemnation/

u] Revocation of Fire C of O Re\f\c_w Sl G Lnvecovded Q‘\ro?e\r‘\\[( Aviugwo.kf cagenwenc
0 Summary/Vehicle Abatement excess Voenind builds g 355 Mavic. v 359 Mavio -

K Fire C of O Deficiency List Yok . ¥ - & A8 Ny

0 Code Enforcement Correction Notice "{a8%ic Mo ualn this Nayvors Sriveway ‘wowld have.

o Vacant Building Registration L O — - de_-gséeq“c_ Sov 355 Nawra Qi\&_ L7 Fosk

o Other FC—‘%\(\ Shveer WMielN Sharve e Swow'c A\-'L\}&\OO-\{} .

Revised 5/31/2013



. DEPARTMENT SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS

Fire Inspection Division . C
) Ricarde X. Cervantes, Director
-CITY OF SAINTPAUL | 375 Jackson Street, Sulte 220  Telephone: 651-266-8969
Christopher B. Coleman, Mayor Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806 Fax: 651-266-8951

August 30, 2013

MARK ALBRECHT
4950 WILD CANYON DR
WOODBURY MN 55129

CORRECTION NOTICE - COMPLAINT INSPECTION

RE: 355 MARIA AVE
Ref # 11627

Dear Property Representative:

An inspection was made of your building on August 30, 2013 in response to a referral. You are hereby notified
that the following deficiency list must be corrected immediately. A re-inspection will be made on September
30, 2013 after 9:30 am.

Failure to comply may result in a criminal citation or revocation of the Certificate of Occupancy. The Saint Paul
Legisiative Code requires that no building shall be occupied without a Certificate of Occupancy. The code also
provides for the assessment of additional re-inspection fees.

DEFICIENCY LIST

1. Exterior Repairs - HPC Application/Review - HPC Sec. 73.04(4) Review of permits. The commission
shall protect the architectural character of heritage preservation sites through review and approvai or
denial of applications for city permits for exterior work within designated heritage preservation sites.
355 Maria Avenue is locaied in the Dayion’s Bluff Historic District as described in Sec. 74.76 of the
Legislative Code.-Contact HPC and DSI Zoning for application and review of properties easement _
behind building.

2. West Dirt Lot - Sec. 63.201. Off-street parking. Off-street parking spaces shall be provided in all
districts, except B4 and B3, at the time of erection, enlargement or expansion of all buildings in
accordance with the requirements of this section.

3. West Dirt Lot - Sec. 63.303. Parking location, residential. Residential off-street parking shall consist of
an off-street parking facility or parking spaces as defined in this code. Parking spaces for buildings
containing three or more dwelling units shall be on the same zoning lot, park of a shared parking
arrangement pursuant to section 63.206(d), in a VP vehicular parking district, or in an abutting zoning

- lot in the same or less restrictive zoning district.-Remove vehicles, trash receptacle and stumps in
ground behind building. Allow access for owners of 359 Maria Ave to complete garage repairs.

Saint Paul Legislative Code authorizes this inspection and collection of inspection fees, For forms, fee
schedule, inspection handouts, or information on some of the violations contained in this report, please visit our
web page at: http://www.stpaul.gov/cofo




You have the right to appeal these orders to the Legislative Hearing Officer. Applications for appeals
may be obtained at the Office of the City Clerk, 310 City Hal, City/County Courthouse, 15 W Kellogg
Blvd, Saint Paul MN 55102 Phone: (651-266-8585) and must be filed within 10 days of the date of the .
original orders. ‘ B

If you have any questions, email me at: sean westenhofer@ci.stpaul.mn.us or call me at 651-266-8982
between 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 am. Please help to make Saint Paul a safer place in which to live and work.

Sincerely,

Sean Westenhofer
Fire Inspector
Ref #11627




PARKING ACCESS BEHIND
359 MARIA, SAINT PAUL,
I am the resident owner of 667 East Fifth Street, Saint Paul, MN. I have lived here since I bought
the home on September 21, 1994. 1 share a drive way with 355/357 Maria. As it is currently laid
out now, they own half of the driveway and T own half. At present there is no easement on my
half of the driveway.

ISSUE: Apartments with over four units should have off-street parking. To access 359 Maria
they have to dnive past my house on the shared driveway between 355 Maria and 667 East 5t
Street.

THE EASEMENT

The city says there is an easement on the 355 Maria property. They haven’t said whether there is
one on my property, 667 East 5% Street. But if the tenants of 359 Maria intend to use my side of
the drive, I have no intention of giving an easement.

In the 20 years I have lived here, no one has ever driven through my shared drive to get to 359
Maria. When I came Neal Albrecht placed a series of posts and located the dumpster at the head
of the driveway. If there was an easement it surely has been vacated by 20 years of non-use.

THE PAST OWNERS OF 359 Maria.

When I purchased my house in 1994, M and M Properties owned 359 Maria. During that time
there were numerous police calls to the building. (attached report from that period) The back
yard was littered with debris. (attached photos). I personally witnessed many drug purchases
from the back door.

When Mr. OH purchased the property, the drug dealing continued which I have witnessed, and
there has been an escalation in violence. In fall 2011 my bedroom window was shot at by the
group who shortly before were firing pellet guns from the back steps of 359 Maria. I have 6
holes in my windows to show you. The windows are direetly above my bed and the shots were at
10:00 or so at night when I was in bed. By the time I looked out the window they were going
back into 359 Maria. The police were called and a report was made, but they didn’t come until
the next morning. By that time Mr. Oh said he didn’t know if it was his tenants or their guests,
and he was not responsible for the guests. Although there was no legal grounds for arresting the
occupants of 359 Maria at that time, the event arose out of that building, and the owner is
culpable for a lack of oversight.

On two further occasions January 12, 2012 and January 18, 2012 my kitchen window was
shattered and my home was burglarized. A resident of 355 Maria saw two young men in my yard



within two minutes of the burglary. These were people who lived at 359 Maria. When the police
talked to the witness, they were not able to enter 359. '

The Owner, Mr. OH was called on each occasion and he said it was not his problem. He said he
did post a notice on the door as did other landlords. That was the extent of his oversight.

HOW IS THE PROPERTY KEPT?

359 Maria has seldom seen the owner Mr. OH. He has asked someone who 1s not a professional
custodian to vacuum the corridors and maintain the lawn, but he doesn’t check on them to my
knowledge. Often the grass is over the city height limit and the weeds abound. There has been
no attempt to create a decent grassed area behind the house for the residents.

WHAT WILL BE THE EFFECT OF A PARKING LOT BEHIND 359 MARIA?

1. There will be no green space for the tenants who are Section 8 and therefore often have
small children.

2. It will continue to degrade the residential character of the neighborhood where there is
ample street parking.

3. Because of the remoteness it will create a fertile ground for concealed drug dealing. The
police are aware this property is a hot spot for drugs. I have talked with Officers Thor
Johnson, Townsend, Louis Ferraro and Captain McCray about the activity.

4. The drug activity will encourage people to drive all night long past my house and 355
Maria.

WHAT IS BEST FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD?

This is a stressed neighborhood that hasn’t changed much in the time I have lived here. There is
a movement along 4% and Maria to improve houses, but between 5% and 6% there are abandoned
houses and no improvement. To encourage owner occupied housing should be a value through
which you access City regulations. What will improve the guality of housing in our
neighborhood? Which ordinances will enable better environments to flourish? By imposing the
off-strect parking nothing is gained; it is a step backward given the present ownership.

1. Ithink that we should demand that the landlord keep up his property by providing
adequate well maintained green space and an hospitable exterior that has a landscape plan
suitable for multiple apartments. Children have little or no space to play. In the 20 years [
have been here there has been nothing done to improve the back vard at 359 Maria...not
a single blade of grass planted, not a single flower. This is a perfect example of
absenteeism and lack of oversight.

2. Providing off-street parking will perpetuate the “Inner City™ character of this house by its

industrial impact.

Given that the owner will probably not have a hard surface parking, there is a significant

issue of contamination of the soil. Class 5 simply perpetuates the slum like conditions.

W



4. When there is already more than adequate street parking, I ask, what is the benefit to the
neighborhood of pursuing the 4 unit rule for off street parking?

5. Why create another attractive nuisance for drug dealing which is rife in this
neighborhood, and provide one more secluded place to deal.

I have spoken frequently over the vears with the various owners. The building, however, is
perceived simply as a source of income, not a place where people want to live, but have to given
their economic situation.

Please feel free to contact me at 651-776-7988

JAMES NOTEBAART
667 LAST FIFTH STREET
SAINT PAUL, MN 55106

Attachments: photos, police report. (I do not have a current police report) One is available to you
if you request it.

cc. Mark Albrecht
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