DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
Ricardo X. Cervantes, Director

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220 Telephone:  651-266-8989
Christopher B. Coleman, Mayor St Paul, Minnesota 55101-1806 Facsimile:  651-266-9124
Web:  www.stpaul.gov/dsi

April 17,2013

Council Research
310 City Hall
St Paul, MN 55102

Dear Mary Ericksson:

I'would like to confirm that a public hearing before the City Council is scheduled for
May 1, 2013 for the following zoning case:

Appellant: Luis Mota
BZA Zoning File #: 13-162436

Purpose: An appeal of a decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) denying a variance of
the minimum floor area ratio (FAR) in order to construct a new building for Qdoba
Mexican Grill Restaurant in the T2 Traditional Neighborhood zoning district. This
zoning district requires that a one-story building occupy at least 30% of the lot area
and the applicant is proposing a one-story building that would occupy 21% of the lot
area for a variance of 9%.

Location: 2081 Ford Parkway

Staff: Recommended denial of the variance.
District: Recommended approval of the variance.
Board: Denied the variance.

I'have confirmed this date with the office of Councilmember Tolbert. My understanding is that this
public hearing request will appear on the agenda of the City Council at your earliest convenience and
that you will publish notice of the hearing in the Saint Paul Legal Ledger.

Thank you!

Sincerely; g

Yaya Diatta
DSI Inspector

AA-ADA-EEO Employer
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4865 Ward Road, Suite 500
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
o P: 720.898.2300

MEXICAN GRILL" F: 720.898.2396
www.qdoba.com

41:[72@59

By not approving our variance request, the Board of Zoning appeals failed to
adopt the recommendations of the local neighborhood committee. On March
19, 2013, The Highland District Council, Community Development Committee
recommended approval of our request for a variance to the floor area ratio.

Please see attached Resolution 2013-04D




Highland District Council
1978 Ford Parkway Saint Paul, Minnesota 55116
651-695-4005 Fax 651-695-4019
Email: hde@visi.com

March 19, 2013

Resolution to Support Variance Request of Qdoba Mexican Grill

Whereas, Qdoba Mexican Grill plans to build a restaurant in Highland Village on the vacant lot to
the east of Walgreens on Ford Parkway; and

Whereas, the floor area size of Qdoba’s proposed building is smaller than the size required by
building floor-area-to-lot-size ratios specified in city zoning codes and has submitted a
request for a variance to the city; and

Whereas, Qdoba Mexican Grill has reached out to the Highland District Council to share its building
and business plans and met with the HDC Community Development Committee in February
and March 2013; and

Whereas, a public meeting was conducted at the March 2013 Community Development Committee
meeting and all residents in the area of the proposed building were notified and invited to
attend; and

Whereas, representatives of Qdoba Mexican Grill solicited input, listened to and satisfactorily
responded to questions and concerns of the district council and residents which included:

o Building design and streetscape to be consistent with the character and design of the
existing business area

Patio placement and outside noise

Parking, traffic flow and supplier deliveries
Dumpster placement and refuse pick-up

Food and waste odors

Employee parking

Outdoor lighting

Hours of operation

Access to adjacent alley and alley speed bumps
Landscaping, screening and trees
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Be it resolved that the Highland District Council supports Qdoba Mexican Grill’s request for a
variance of the floor area ratio.

Resolution 2013 -04D




