Dear Mr. Mayor,

Yesterday, I conducted a funeral at the Holcomb...Purcell home on (536 N. Snelling) and
learned of a plan to redesign Charles Avenue in an effort to accommodate bicycle traffic.
Basically, the idea seems commendable, although there will be changes made at the
intersection of Snelling and Charles which will have an adverse affect on the funeral
home. Those traveling southbound on Snelling will no longer be able to turn left at
Charles. And auto processions departing from the funeral home will no longer be able to
turn left onto Snelling. (The image of a long string of cars snaking its way through the
neighborhood is almost comical.)

Perhaps, there is a way for the bicycle route to cross Snelling at Edmund or Thomas.
(Thomas would even give the bikers a traffic light.)

[ am pleased to support the Holcomb home in its lament, aware that businesses such as
these are really more than a business. They play a significant role in the community
similar to churches, addressing a milestone in life which calls for solemn recognition.
This particular home has been an extraordinary asset to the Midway area for many
decades.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Frank Dreisbach

1749 Taylor Avenue i
St. Paul, MN 55104

(651) 646-1724
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August 29, 2012

To: The St. Paul City Council Members and
Hon. Mayor Coleman

Charles Avenue Bike/Pedestrian Proposal
Concerns regarding the Snelling Avenue Intersection:

Charles Avenue is not a safe place to cross Snelling Avenue without a
controlled lighted traffic light. It will also have a permanent significant
negative economic impact on all the businesses located at and near the
Charles and Snelling Avenue intersection.

Advantages of Crossing Snelling Avenue at Edmund.

This would be a very short simple change to re-route the bike/pedestrian path from
Charles and Asbury north one block to Edmund, the bike/pedestrian path would then
follow Edmund across Snelling Avenue to Aldine.

Edmund is already a single block in length between Asbury and Snelling Avenue.
Edmund is not a through street between Asbury and Simpson (east of Asbury)

The Snelling Avenue center median at Edmund is already a cemented median
intersection which prohibits all left hand turns from south and northbound
Snelling Avenue traffic.

Edmund Avenue stops at Aldine, just as Charles Avenue does.

This would not have any negative impact on current business operations

This would not have any negative impact or change to business access for all
businesses located near the Snelling and Charles Avenue intersection.

Advantages of Crossing Snelling Avenue at Thomas Avenue

This would be a very short simple change to re-route the bike/pedestrian path from
Charles and Asbury north two blocks to Thomas Avenue, the bike/pedestrian path
would then follow Thomas Avenue and then cross Snelling Avenue at a controlled safe
lighted intersection then continue to Aldine.




Thomas Avenue at Snelling Avenue already has installed a 4 way controlled lighted
intersection. This will allow all bikers/pedestrians to cross Snelling Avenue a busy 4
lane, State Highway and designated Truck Route to cross when the north-bound and
south-bound Snelling Avenue traffic has been stopped by the controlled traffic light at
this intersection.

This would not have any negative impact on current business operations

This would not have any negative impact or change to business access for all
businesses located near the Snelling and Charles Avenue intersection.

* Both of the above options will still provide a safe bike/pedestrian path moving
forward. This will allow continued business interests to continue “AS

IS” with out any changes to any business flow/access. And also provides a
controlled intersection where bikers and pedestrians willl be able to

cross Snelling Avenue SAFELY !




Option #1)  Charles Avenue onto Asbury Avenue, go north 2 blocks to Thomas Avenue

Re-direct the bike/pedestrian path north from Charles Avenue onto Asbury Avenue to
Thomas Avenue (Just...(2) Two blocks north of Charles Avenue) Cross Snelling Ave., at Thomas

Avenue which offers a SAFE controlled lighted traffic light already in place ending proposed
routh at Aldine (2 blocks west of Snelling Ave.)

Photos: Turn north one block from Charles on Go north on Asbury from Charles to
Looking Asbury, up to Thomas Ave. which is Thomas Avenue which is just two blocks
West 2 blocks north of Charles north of Charles with a lighted intersection.
Towards
Snelling
On
Thomas
From
Asbury

Here,
Snelling
Ave. is
just
One
block
West of
Asbury.

This
Already,
Offers a
Safe
Bike/Ped.
Traffic
Light
Inter-
section




Option #2) Charles Avenue onto Asbury Avenue one short block north, to Edmund Avenue

Re-direct the bike/pedestrian path north from Charles Avenue onto Asbury Avenue, then north

Just (1) one short block, to Edmund Avenue. Snelling Ave., this Snelling Avenue intersection has a
widened median at this intersection which is already blocked from vehicular traffic turning east

or westbound from Snelling Avenue. Then, here...Cross over Snelling Ave., at Edmund Ave., then
continue to Aldine (2 blocks west of Snelling Ave.)

Turn north one block from Charles on Asbury Edmund is a single “One Block™ length
To Edmund east/west street between Asbury and Snelling

Looking from Asbury west onto Edmund with Edmund and Snelling Ave., already has a blocked
Snelling Ave. one block to the west from Asbury. cement median in place, restricting vehicles onto
* This residential street is only one block in length east or westbound Edmund. * Construct the
between Asbury and Snelling Avenue. bike/pedestrian crossing design here on Snelling.

r




Pg.3

Regarding Option # 2
This option, would keep all interested parties pleased, if the bike/pedestrian path could

simply be re-routed at the corner of Charles and Asbury, north one block, up onto Edmund
Avenue.

Allowing the bike/pedestrian path to have a short re-directed route to cross at

Edmund Avenue (just one short block north of Charles Avenue at the corner of Asbury)
This allows a safe pedestrian/bike cross over point at Snelling Avenue (but without a
controlled traffic light which Thomas Ave., and Snelling intersections offer)
Having a roundabout installed at the intersection of Charles and Asbury, re-directing the
bike and pedestrian path one short block north to Edmund Avenue and crossing Snelling at
Edmund will still slow the Charles Avenue traffic flow as intended by the proposal.

This plan would continue all resident and customer vehicles to access onto Charles
Avenue in order to reach their homes and the following businesses:

Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell Funeral Home and Cremation Services

Ellis Drum Shop

Curly’s Barber Shop and coffee shop
Apartments on Snelling and Charles Avenues
Holiday Gas Station (see notes below)

This proposal requests for the continued U Turn at Charles Ave.(which currently is
allowed to take place at this intersection) to be allowed from the southbound
Snelling Avenue traffic to turn back onto the northbound Snelling Avenue to travel
northbound/back one block to access into the Holiday Gas Station, which is the
current traffic pattern.

* NOTE: Edmund Street Below: (Be mindful that Edmund Street is already a

blocked median intersection at Snelling Avenue) this is a short, single, one block
street from east to west, from Asbury to Snelling Avenue. The Edmund
Avenue intersection could be reengineered to incorporate the desired bike
path. Edmund also extends itself from Snelling Avenue to the west to Aldine
Street, which is a point of origin for the proposed bike / pedestrian route plan.

SNELLING %]




Compromise:
Construct

only just ONE
1)

Ped/Bike
Crossing on
the south

Side of
Charles Ave.

* Still
allowing the
Southbound
Traffic on
Snelling Ave.
to turn

Left going
East onto
Charles Ave.
To access the
Mortuary

Option #4)
Compromise:
Bike & Pedestrian Crossing goes across Snelling Avenue at Charles still allows all

Snelling Ave. southbound cars from the points north of Charles Ave., to turn
left, onto eastbound Charles Avenue.

Close the northbound Snelling Ave., left turn lane - onto westbound Charles.
Construct only one (1) pedestrian crossing on the south intersection area.

Prohibit left hand turns (going southbound towards University Ave.) from the
westbound Charles Ave., at Snelling Avenue intersection as photo below shows.
Prohibit U Turns for Northbound Snelling Ave., traffic at the Charles intersection
Still allow a U Turn for the Southbound Snelling Avenue traffic at Charles
intersection to allow traffic to go back north to access into Holiday Gas Station
business on Edmund.

* Above: Photos above are at the intersection of Snelling and Lincoln Avenues, south of Grand

Ave., near Macalester College.

e This is not a lighted controlled intersection, but does have ONE (1) Ped. Crossing on South

side of intersection.

e Options #1 and #3 offer safer lighted controlled crossings at Thomas and Minneahaha Aves.




Compromise:

Photo below:
Snelling Avenue at Charles Avenue with Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell Funeral
Home on southeast corner intersection.

Keep the Snelling Avenue southbound turning lane open and continue allowing a
left hand turn onto Charles Avenue to allow families and their guests continued ease of

access into the Mortuary for funerals, memorial services, visitation and to make funeral
arrangements during their times of loss in life.

Construct a single (1) one pedestrian / bike crossing lane refuge island on the south

side of the Charles and Snelling Avenue intersection, such as the previous photo
showing the construction which was recently completed (2011) on Snelling Avenue near

Lincoln (across from Macallester College)
Discontinue a left hand turn onto the westbound street of Charles Avenue off of
northbound traffic on Charles Avenue.

Also discontinue allowing any U turns from northbound Snelling Avenue traffic at

Charles intersection.

A continued left hand turn onto Charles, from the southbound Snelling
Avenue traffic is vital to the continued service for this needed
community business.




Pertaining to opening the intersection of Sherburne and Snelling Avenue which is just one
block north of the University and Snelling Avenue intersection, would become a significant

traffic and safety hazard for all motorists.

This opening would encourage U turns from the southbound Snelling Avenue at Sherburne
Avenue this would be a very dangerous option.

Vehicular traffic moving northbound from University Avenue on Snelling Avenue from the traffic
lights and navigating through the new light rail area, will have no intention of stopping for any
crossing traffic at Sherburne Avenue including those needing to make a U Turn at Snelling and
Sherburne Avenues to return back northbound on Snelling Avenue.

* Opening the Median at
Snelling and Sherburne
Avenue... One Block North
of University Avenue ?

This is would most likely
become a high accident

intersection site area, just
one block north of one of the

busiest intersections in the
Metro Area!

Please keep the intersection of
Charles Avenue at Snelling
Avenue open to allow
southbound Snelling Avenue
traffic to enter onto the
eastbound Charles Avenue !

And preserve the Charles
Avenue access to the funeral
home and to the other businesses
on and near this intersection !

Richard Purcell

Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell Funeral Home and Cremation Service
536 North Snelling Avenue at Charles Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104

651-646-2844

“Serving the St. Paul Communities since 1916




Charles Avenue Bike/Pedestrian Path

The proposed path will run from Park (one block east of Rice Street) to Aldine Avenues on
Charles Avenue. (Aldine is two blocks west of Snelling Avenue and Aldine is a north south
street. Charles Avenue does not travel west of Aldine.

* Sherburne, Charles and Edmund all end two blocks to the west of Snelling Avenue at
Aldine. (These three streets all end at a “T” intersection here at Aldine)

Proposal at hand currently includes:
1) To have installed 9 round a-bouts at various intersections, between Park and Aldine
Avenues on Charles Avenue.

2) Crossing over Snelling Avenue at Charles Avenue at an unlit uncontrolled intersection.
Eliminating any left hand turn at the intersection of Snelling Avenue at Charles Avenue

Closing the left hand turns off Snelling onto Charles Avenue will impact several businesses
including:

Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell Funeral Home and Cremation Service

Ellis Drum Shop

Curly’s Barber Shop

Coffee Shop

Checkerboard Pizza

Griffith Printing

Dey Appliance

Taco Bell

Holiday Gas Station

And a multitude to residents living on Charles Avenue in apartments both to the west and east
of Snelling Avenue.

Contacts
Main City Council person and councilmen from our area is:

Councilman Russ Stark

Office 651-266-8640

Ward4@ci.stpaul. mn.us

(Please be aware that Councilman Russ Stark is himself a biker and uses the bus system to
travel to and from work... he is supporting this project !)

You can call and voice concerns with

Mayor Coleman’s Office

651-266-8510

or go onto the City of St. Paul web site and

20 to the Mayor’s web sit and write and email your concerns regarding this issue to the mayor !

Project Coordinator / Chair is:
Christina Morrison, Senior Planner
e 0651-266-6546




e Christina.Morrison@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Other suggestions is to contact all City of St. Paul Councilmen and voice concerns

>Concerns to the City Council and Mayors office are appreciated and will
probably be heard louder and clearer

>dave.thune@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward1@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward2@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward3@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward4@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward5@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Wardé@ci.stpaul.mn.us

>Ward7@ci.stpaul.mn.us

*** Additional Information, regarding this proposal can be read at www.stpaul.gov/charles
You can also register your concerns at this site.

>Regarding Safety Concerns:
>If this proposed Charles Avenue bike/pedestrian route is intended for the more

inexperienced and younger cyclists, why on earth would they ever dare cross the
4 lanes of Snelling Avenue at a non-lighted intersection such as at Charles
Avenue? Charles Avenue at Snelling is not a safe suggestion at all.

Inexperienced and experienced cyclists should always cross a road such as Snelling Avenue at
a lighted intersection that provides a controlled traffic stop.

>

>Thomas Avenue (2 blocks to the north of Charles Ave.) and Minnehaha Avenue (located just 6
blocks north of Charles Ave.) both have the controlled lighted intersections to offer, and offer a much
safer place to cross

Snelling Avenue is a busy major_4 lane road which is also a designated truck route and state
highway.

>
>Any input you would be able to voice with our city council and project chairs
would be helpful.

>Please send your concerns into these city officials....
Before it is too late !

>

>Why does our government continually spend money on projects like this, when we
have reduced staff such as, policemen, firemen, paramedics, school teachers,
school programs, etc., because of shrinking federal funds available ??? Where

do they come up with money to spend on these kinds of non-essential projects?

>

Please be sure that all concerns are written, emailed or dropped off to the City by

Thursday, August 30™ and be placed into the FILE regarding Charles Avenue
Bike/Pedestrian Path Proposal



I am encouraging the city councilmen and the mayor to consider some small alternative routes
between Asbury (one block east of Snelling Avenue) this will accomplish the requested
bike/pedestrian path to be created, crossing Snelling Avenue with safety in mind, and to allow
local businesses to continue in their current business design and accessibility needs with the
following suggestions:

Safety of the Pedestrians and Bikers is very important

Thomas Avenue already has a controlled traffic lighted intersection in place !
Thomas Avenue is located just two blocks north of Charles Avenue

Edmund Avenue at Snelling is already a cemented in / blocked center median where it
intersects Snelling Avenue, keeping in mind that Edmund Street is a one (1) single block in
length street between Asbury and Snelling Avenue, (Holiday Gas is on the east side of
Snelling Ave., and Taco Bell is located on the west side of Snelling Avenue on the Edmund
Street corners) This site of Edmund and Snelling Avenue offers a alternative option, where
the proposed engineered safe haven medians could be constructed to crossing Snelling Avenue
with the bike/pedestrian path as proposed and would have no new or negative impact on the
areas businesses access needs.

The final chance for public concerns and the vote will be at:

Public Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 5" @5:30 PM
15 West Kellogg Blvd; St. Paul
Council Chambers 3™ Floor

Comments can also be placed on this web site and more information found or to view the
proposed design site on the city’s website at
www.stpaul.gov/charles

It is important that concerned citizens and community voices be heard and that written

comments be made and requested to be placed into the “FILE” by Thursday, August 30"

>Thank you for your time and interest on this important concern for our future.

Rich Purcell

Below are the recent published St. Paul Pioneer Press Articles regarding Proposed Bike/Pedestrian
Path 2012

http://www.twincities.com/stpaul/ci 2120181 5/ioe-soucherav-local-businesses-are-wav-prettier-bike

http://www.twincities.com/stpaul/ci 21230721/st-paul-bicycle-boulevard-plan-charles-avenue-jolts
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