Area Plan Summary
Macalester-Groveland Community Plan

Addendum to the Comprehensive Plan for Saint Paul
Recommended by the Planning Commission (August 24, 2001)
Adopted by the City Council (October 3, 2001)

This summary appends to the Comprehensive Plan the vision and strategies of the Macalester-
Groveland Community Plan and replaces the District 14 Plan, adopted in 1979. The plan
consists of nine major areas of focus, including land use, housing, transportation, public
utilities, urban design, social and recreational amenities, public safety, environment, and
economic development.

Copies of the full-length plans are available for review at the Saint Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development and the office of the Macalester-Groveland Community Council.

Meighborhoods of
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Location and Current Land Use

The Macalester-Groveland community is located on the western edge of St. Paul, bounded by
Summit Avenue on the north, Randolph Avenue on the south, the Mississippi River on the west,
and Ayd Mill Road on the east. The community is a primarily single-family, densely populated
residential area with older homes, several colleges, and thriving commercial clusters.
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Vision

The Micalester-Goveland Corminity Goundll envisions its area to be aprinarily single-favity community with higher dersity vertical need

- | usedevdopnertin sdected existing comercial clusters, Thecamnity will be peckstrian fiiendly, with efficient trarsit services and
pleasart streetscapes. Tt will bea safeand caring community wherepecple canlive, warkand recreate together. The conminity will enjoy a
dean, quiet and poliution-fee envirannert. Public utilities will bestete of theart andpreserve the existing cheracter and quelity of the
neighborhood. The oty recogrizes the inferdepencenoe of successfil businesses and healfty reighbahoods.

Recommendations

Land Use

Retainand inprove ypon the resickrtial qelity of the conmunty.

Froourage nixed use hosing devel gt with comrerdal vees anthe first floor and resicential vses upstairsin selected
oomercial chsters,

Tinvit conmrercial exparsion to existing camercial clusters.

Protect resicertial alleys fiomabutting conmrendal vses by liriting aocess toresicrtial alleys and thrapgh soreening of packing
lots.

Warktoresaive parkingproblens inarckr tolessen tersion caused by onflict between resicential, instifutional and comercial
1S

The commnity believes thet surfoe perking lots arevrettractive b thet peding requirenents should ot be relzped until vidle
trasit alterratives areinplace:

h__ﬁ_ggusing («,\

” Mirkinadpesavethedstic’ sanert hasingstode LAty 7 e
Mirtzin the single fnily crerecter o the district hae J be Yead type
Diversify howsing to et the needs of all inoore levels and liftstyles, such as enply nestess B !
Provics housing oppartunities for the eldardy and endicapped, and provide dhoreservices which will eneble elderlyand 1 2,
hendicapped individuals to rerrsin in theirhanes,

11. Mhnitor hosing conditiors and adcress deferred nzinterance of the disrict” s aging housing stock thropgh providing incertives for
have inprovenert activities. -

2 Povide inforrrationto district residerts on hone retehilitationopparturities, firanding, existing building cocks, zoning addinances
and assessnert policies.

13 Buﬂeaﬂamm@angymmmahmmbmagaﬂammgamm&hsbmcbﬁmmbnﬁmgnﬁmah

Transportation
B Pramte apedestiandiiendly enviranrert.
15 Sowvehicuar traffic throughinplenertation of traffic caliing techniques.
16 Tnoorporete traffic caltring techniques info stteet peving projects.
17. Spat enfoxcenrert andedationof speed laws, traffic v, bicycle laws and pecestriantight-of vays.
18 Froouage bigde conmiting,
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9 Brorginesdridnipapbictast
A0 Sypatirproved bussavice onnathisouh streets
2L Bylarethe feagbility of a trolley saviceanGand Avene
2 Inprove city nainterance of alley road beck.
}ZT Redce the runber of gbege tuds i allegs,
24 Boourage city enfroarert of all ey ight of way restrictions related fo perked vehicles.
25 Supatrediedspeedaromd schooks ard paygrounds
26 Linitright turs onredat irferssctions rear deentary schodls when schodl petrd is presert.
27. Suppart a well nrainained tenspodtation infrastucture,

Public Utilities

R Uke the Residertial Street Vitality Brogramto encourage investnent inrivete propetties and to eroauage replacenert of lead
Wiater SeTvioes.

2. Mirtainanderberce alleys, streets, sidewelks, arts, gittersand lighting at accepteble standarnds to ermre safe and effective
pubicusage
Inadr toenhance fre resicertial character of the comminity, arranrental street lighting should be preserved andlor irstalled

31 Bouage the burial of above groundand eetial utilities.

2 Inprove safity inalleys by encoraging resicrts toinstall alley lighting,

3 Bwouage coodnationof privete and prblic utility work cycles tovinimize neighborhood deutiars,

Urban Design
A4 Develop design griclines for residential and conrerdial developrent.

35 Boourege presarvation and restaretion of housing stodk and conmerdal properties thet are conpatile with the daradter of the
s reighborhood

36 Booxagehillboard and signpdlicies thet are carsistent with the predominartly resicential cheracter of the district.

37. Move toward replacing commercial bus shelters and benches with non-advertising

fixtures.

R BFoouage gardening projects in dlleys ard on aty boulevards.
3. Froourege landscaping of carmer proparties to ersure packstrian and vehialar safety:
[%1 Fooouage reward replacaert corstrudionwhichwoud beoonpetible vith reighbahood strudures ard sdbedis
. Buffer housing fiamtrafficand camerdal perking

%;E Roouregenixeduse dvelopent vith perking inthe reer o wcbrgrannd with linited access fiomthe street.

4, Develop landsegpe and beavfification progrars for high traffic areas.

\{Zs. Fowage mixeduse devdopert of two o threeslories
46 Presenettefelingofopenspace dong the Mississipp River,
47, Promote design standards for business identification signs throughout District 14, in order
to increase their legibility and impact.

Social / Recreational
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4K Corduct periodic assessrent of uraneeds.

Q. Provide infomationand refrral services to arearesicerts.

20 Boorage canmmication between resicents and the community council,

5L Citinee togperete KidsPark; the cammnity courdil’ s drep-in child care certer for preschodes.

BYA Qillaborate with Division of Parks, Conmunity Frdcation and area colleges and universities to provide reareation opporturities for
arearesiderts and farnrilies.

3. Bxpand recreatiorel failities throngh effctive jaint use agreenents with fhe city and irstitttiors of higher edocation

A Search fir alterrativeappreackes o 1reet our lackof adeuate pak landand playground space.

55. Waktoersettet the equipnent indistrict parks and play areas is ot dsolete and neets connt safety stencards

5% Preserve the Mississippi River Huftop and Sinmit Averue certer idands as padkland

5. Supat the developnert of addtiond bicycle peths.

Public Safety

R Helpresidats aganizearand issues of conoemand to suppart each other

®. Soppat BLOOC(Bod< eackrs Oganizing for Conmunity Conoarrs) arire prevertion activities,

& Developand dstribue arine preverti onreterials,

6L Mhirtzinregilar contact with the Polioe Depertnert.

6 Supat city-wide crine prevertionactivities.

it} Suypat enforoenent of traffic speed laws.

& Syppart enforeerrent of Taws prohibiting pecking withinthirty (30) foet of enintersection.

€5. Wark o extend packestrian crossing tirves e traffic sigrels.

6 Syppatpoganstet prande pedsirim safity.

67 Sipport prograns thet pronote bicycle safdty.

&K Pamtealeylightingas acrine detenert.

Environment

@, Praote vweste reduction, revse and recycling,

. Praoteefftytstoabate noise and air pollution associated with the Minneapdlis Sairt Pal Trtervetional Airpat.

71 Sypat miseabatervent associated with businesses, irstitutions and service provicers thet travel the area. Warktoredetreffic
noke.

72 Developand pronte progans to renove Jead fiomweter pipesard address oher weter quelity issues.

B. Worewith the Gand Averee Bsiness Associationand dher comercial organizations to redhce litter by providing trash and
recycling oontainers in nefghbathood canercial clusters.,

A Redie onfarrinarts in rain weter runroff o street stommsewers.

7. Ponoteresparsitle lowinpet lawn and garden care an resicential, comrerdal, institutioral and poblic property:

76 Pronote tree plating and stnprenoval onpoblicand privete property,

71 Supart Pads Depertirent and Mississippi River cleanupeftos.

L Work o eradcate buckthomand ronsdive invesive plans,

P. Wak torediee thevse of products aontaining hezardoos weste and pronte their safe disposal.

& Hoouage the redictionof air toxins,
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8L

Worktoraduee tewnsafeuss ar usafelevels of toxic denvicals.

Economic Development

&

2

BEBIRRER

Bplaeqptiars toresave packing prablens in andr tolessen tension caused by conflict between resicrtial, conmrerdial and
institufiorel uses

Sypat aftractive and effectiveparking prograns stchas the Gand Srelling Bisiness Asscciation municipd pakinglot on Gand
Averre, just east of Selling Averue.

Soppt and warke with area businesses an Jocal everis such as Gend (d Dy,

Bhooage shopkeepers and business ownass to keeptheir buidings dtractiveand their property landscaped

Fxplote oppatunities for comercial fixip progans.

Bpard and diversifyy comurercial uses in sdected conrercial clusters,

Hpyouth leamenploynent skills thraphpartidpationin the Job Gomection

Foourage Seint Panl communicationand techmdogyupsradks and avail hility in ader to flxther develop the local econarric basg;
vhile preservingthe existing character and quelity of the reighbathood
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Actions Requiring City Leadership

Public Works

L.

2.
3.
4

Slow vehicular traffic through implementation of traffic calming techniques
Incorporate traffic calming techniques into street paving projects

Improve city maintenance of alley road beds

Limit right turns on red at intersections near elementary schools when school patrol is
present

Maintain and enhance alleys, streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters and lighting at acceptable
standards to ensure safe and effective public usage

Extend pedestrian crossing times at signals if warranted

Coordinate private and public utility work cycles to minimize community disruptions
(Public Works, District Council)

Coordinate the upgrade and relocation of current utilities below ground

Encourage city enforcement of alley right-of-way restrictions related to parked vehicles
(Public Works, Police)

Planning and Economic Development

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

Develop design guidelines for residential and commercial development (District
Council, PED, Design Center)

Buffer housing from traffic and commercial parking (PED, LIEP, District Council)
Explore the feasibility of a trolley service on Grand Avenue (PED, District Council)
Explore options to resolve parking problems in order to lessen tensions between
residential, commercial and institutional uses (PED, District Council)

Protect residential alleys from abutting commercial uses by limiting their access to

residential alleys and through screening of parking lots to the extent possible (LIEP,
PED)

Encourage billboard and sign policies that are consonant with the predominantly
residential character of the district (PED, District Council)

Parks and Recreation

16.  Preserve the Mississippi River Boulevard bluff top and Summit Avenue center islands as
park land

17.  Expand recreational facilities through effective joint use agreements with the city and
institutions of higher education (Parks and Recreation, District Council)

Police Department

18. . Develop and distribute crime prevention materials (Police, District Council)

19.  Strengthen the enforcement of traffic speed laws
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Actions Requiring Leadership by Community Groups

20.  Encourage residents to install alley lighting as a crime deterrent (District Council)

21, Reduce the number of garbage trucks in alleys—form associations to reduce the number of
waste disposal companies (District Council)

22, Replace commercial bus shelters and benches with non-advertising fixtures

23. Conduct periodic assessment of human needs (District Council)

24.  Provide information and referral services to area residents (District Council)

25.  Improve communication between residents and the community council (District Council)

26. Continue to operate KidsPark, the community council’s drop-in child care center for pre-
schoolers (District Council)

27. Work with the Grand Avenue Business Association and other commercial organizations

to reduce litter by providing trash and recycling containers in community commercial

clusters (District Council)

28. Support and work with area businesses on local events such as Grand Old Day (District
Council)

29.  Help youth learn employment skills through participation in the Job Connection program
(District Council)

30.  Support Parks and Recreation Department and Mississippi River clean-up efforts

31.  Promote tree planting and stump removal on public and private properties

32. Promote responsible low-input lawn and garden care on residential, commercial,
institutional and public properties

33. Explore opportunities for commercial fix-up programs (District Council)

Planning Commission Findings

The Planning Commission finds that The Macalester-Groveland Community Plan is consistent
with the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan and other adopted City Policies.

Planning Process
The Macalester-Groveland Community Council began the process of evaluating and modifying

its Long Range Plan in June, 1998. Over the next 22 months, members of the Long Range
Planning committee worked with area residents, business leaders, a developer, and other
community council committees to develop a draft revised plan. The draft plan was adopted in
March, 2000 pending community comments and review by city staff. The draft plan was
introduced to the community at the MGCC 2000 Annual Meeting. The new plan was included
on MGCC’s website (www.macgrove.org) and dozens of comments were received.

In January and February of 2001, the Long Range Planning Committee worked with PED staff to

further review the draft plan. The revised draft plan was brought back to the Community
Council’s Board of Directors which unanimously approved it on March 8, 2001.
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