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27 RLH VBR 23-26 Appeal of Carolyn Brown and Shai Leibovich to a Vacant Building Registration 

Fee Warning Letter at 713 PREBLE STREET.

Sponsors: Prince

Waive VB fee for 90 days (to June 30, 2023). 

Shai Leibovich, BPH Homes, appeared via phone

Voicemail for Carolyn Brown left at 2:40 pm: this is Marcia Moermond from St. Paul 

City Council calling you about the appeal for Vacant Building registration at 713 

Preble. You listed the appellant as Mr. Shai Leibovich who is on the phone. We will 

proceed. 

[Moermond gives background of appeals process]

Staff report by Supervisor Leanna Shaff: this started out with the appointment letter 

being sent Nov 28, 2022. No entry on December 29. No entry in January. We have not 

been able to get into the property until March 2, 2023 and it has quite a list of 

deficiencies. Some of the big ones are no electricity, no water, quite a bit of deferred 

maintenance. A lot of missing screens, handrails, lacking smoke alarms. Stair issues 

on the exterior. Peeling paint. Windows with glass shards. A multitude of items that 

resulted in 68 code violations between the 2 units.

Moermond: why are you appealing today? 

Leibovich: I’m happy we haven’t spoken for a long time. We own both this and 707 

(Preble). We’ve had a lot of squatters. We have called the police many times. We had 

to turn down the heat, water, and electric to stop them, even though we boarded it. For 

707, we just passed the final inspection and sold it 3 weeks ago. It was a Category 2 

Vacant Building. Our plan was to start renovating as soon as we are done with that. 

We have teams ready to move, we will be done in six months. 

Moermond: so, you have people ready to address this fire report, and that’s what you 

want to do?

Leibovich: yes. 

Moermond: when I look at this list of items I see a variety of trades involved. I bring 

that up because the broader the type of violations, the better candidate it is for a Code 

Compliance Inspection report. That would weigh in you staying in the Vacant Building 
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program. 

Staff report by Supervisor Matt Dornfeld: this was made a Category 2 Vacant Building 

March 30, 2023 per that revocation referral. It was vacant and secure at that time. 

Hoffman did issue a Summary Abatement Order for trash. He followed up April 6, 2023 

and it was found to be open to trespass, therefore, he and the St. Paul Police 

Department ordered an emergency work order to secure it and to clean up the yard. 

Since then, it is my understanding the property has been nuisance free. 

Moermond: this went into the program March 30, 2023. It hasn’t been occupied for a 

matter of months. I think this is a good candidate from the Vacant Building program 

and would benefit from a Code Compliance Inspection Report. In terms of the Vacant 

Building fee, in the normal course of events I’d be looking at 90-day waiver, which I am 

happy to do, but that starts March 30, so June 30th would be the expiration of the 

waiver, not long from now to get it back online. I’ll ask that they allow that Code 

Compliance Inspection application be allowed and permits be pulled. I’m happy to 

discuss proration of the fee. Your next stop is City Council. I’ll recommend the waiver 

but it isn’t that long.

Referred  to the City Council due back on 6/21/2023
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