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       October 8, 2024  
 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DENY LICENSE 
 

PZA II LLC    
d/b/a Vineria Cossetta 
211 7th Street West Suite B-100 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
Attention: David Cossetta 
 
RE:  Liquor Off Sale license application submitted PZA II LLC d/b/a Vineria Cossetta for the 

premises located at 211 7th Street West Suite B-100, Saint Paul, MN 55102 
  License ID #: 20150002722 

 
Dear Applicant:         

 
 The Department of Safety and Inspections will recommend denial of Liquor Off Sale license 

application submitted by PZA II LLC d/b/a Vineria Cossetta (“Licensee”) located at 211 7th 
Street West Suite B-100, in Saint Paul.  

 
Legal Basis for Adverse Action: 
 
Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.01, defines Adverse Action as: 
 
“the revocation or suspension of a license, the imposition of conditions upon a license, the 
denial of an application for the grant, issuance or renewal of a license, the imposition of a fine, 
the assessment of the costs of a contested hearing, and any other disciplinary or unfavorable 
action taken with respect to a license, licensee or applicant for a license. "Adverse action" 
includes any of the foregoing directed at one (1) or more licenses held by a licensee at any 
location in the city. "Adverse action" also includes disapproval of licenses issued by the state 
under statutory provisions which permit the governing body to disapprove the issuance of 
the license.” 

 

Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.03 states: “In any case where the council may or intends to 
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consider any adverse action, including the revocation or suspension of a license, the imposition 
of conditions upon a license, or the denial of an application for the grant, issuance or renewal of 
a license, or the disapproval of a license issues by the State of Minnesota, the applicant or 
licensee must be given notice and an opportunity to be heard as provided herein. The council 
may consider such adverse actions when recommended by the director, by the director of any 
executive department established pursuant to Chapter 9 of the Charter, by the city attorney or 
on its own initiative.” 

Saint Paul Legislative Code §409.01 states: “Unless otherwise allowed under Minn. Stat. ch. 
340A, No person may directly or indirectly, on any pretense or by any device, sell, barter, keep 
for sale, charge for possession, or otherwise dispose of alcoholic beverages as part of a 
commercial transaction without having obtained the required license of permit.”  

Adverse Action Recommendation: 
 
Because your Liquor Off-Sale license application failed to complete the application 
requirements and supporting documents such as: Workers Comp, Fire Inspection, Liquor 
Liability Insurance, Application A&GE, Lease Agreement, Proof of in-house training and 
Necessary Building Permits. The Department of Safety and Inspections will recommend denial 
of the Liquor Off-Sale license application based on violation to Saint Paul Legislative Code § 
310.01 and 409.01.  
 
Factual basis for denial of Auto Repair Garage license application:  

 
On December 1, 2013, you submitted Class “N” License Application for a Liquor Off Sale. 
 
On January 28, 2020, a letter was sent to you from Licensing Manager, Eric Hudak from the 
Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI). The letter stated in order to process the Off-Sale 
Liquor license application for Vineria Cossetta, an application for a building permit must be made. 
You were also requested to submit a completed building permit application with construction plans 
to DSI for the establishment of an off-sale liquor store at 211 7th Street West on or before March 28, 
2020. Failure to provide the completed building permit application with constructions plans to DSI on 
or before March 28, 2020, could result in proceedings to deny license application.  
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A Resolution was adopted on April 13, 2022, as RES 22-577, approving and issuing the Liquor Off 
Sale license to PZA II LLC d/b/a Vineria Cossetta (License ID # 20150002722) for the premises 
located at 211 Seventh  Street West, in Saint Paul.  
 
 
You have five (5) options on how to proceed: 
 
1. If I have not heard from you by October 18, 2024, I will presume that you have chosen not 
to contest the proposed adverse action and the matter will be placed on the City Council 
Agenda for approval of the proposed remedy and denial of you license application. 

 
2. Submit the required information requested to the Department of Safety and Inspections 
(DSI) located at 375 Jackson Street, Ste. 220, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1806 no later than 
October 18, 2024.   

 
3. If you wish to admit the facts but you contest the penalty, you may have a hearing before 
the Saint Paul City Council.  You will need to send me a letter with a statement admitting to the 
facts and requesting a public hearing no later than October 18, 2024.  The matter will then be 
scheduled before the City Council to determine whether or not your Liquor Off Sale license 
application should be denied. You will have an opportunity to appear before the City Council 
and make a statement on your own behalf. 

 
4. If you dispute the facts outlined above, you may request a hearing before an Administrative 
Law Judge (“ALJ”).  You will need to send me a letter disputing the facts and requesting an 
administrative hearing no later than October 18, 2024.  At that hearing both you and the City 
will appear and present witnesses, evidence and cross-examine each other's witnesses.  After 
receipt of the ALJ’s report (usually within 30 days), a hearing will need to be scheduled before 
the City Council.  At that time, the City Council will decide whether to adopt, modify or reject 
the ALJ’s report and recommendation.   
 
Please note:  If you choose an administrative hearing, the Department of Safety and 
Inspections reserves the right to recommend that City Council impose the costs of the 
administrative hearing per Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.05 (k).   
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5. You can withdraw your Liquor Off Sale license application.  Complete and return the 
attached REQUEST TO WITHDRAW REQUEST FOR REFUND form to the Department of 
Safety and Inspections (DSI), located at 375 Jackson Street, Ste. 220, St. Paul, Minnesota 
55101-1806 no later than October 18, 2024.   

 
If you have not contacted me by October 18, 2024, I will assume that you do not contest 
the denial of your Liquor Off Sale application.  In that case, the matter will be placed 
on the next available City Council Consent Agenda for approval of the recommended 
penalty. 
 

  
If you have questions about these options, please contact my Paralegal, Riddhi Mistry at (651) 266-
8835 or riddhi.mistry@ci.stpaul.mn.us. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Sly Onyia 
Assistant City Attorney 
License No. 0402320 

 
Cc: David Cossetta, 5904 South Robert Trail-Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 
 Bocce LLC, 211 7th St. W., Saint Paul, MN 55102-2520 
 Julia McColley, Executive Director, West 7th/Fort Road Federation, West Seven Street/Fort 
Road Federation, 395 West Superior Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102 
  
 
 
Attachments: Copy of Class N license Application dated 12/01/2013 
    Letter from DSI Licensing Manager, Eric Hudak to David Cossetta 01/28/2020 
    Adopted Resolution # RES 22-577 – 04/13/2022 

Saint Paul Legislative Code - §310.01 
Saint Paul Legislative Code - §409.01 
Minnesota Statue Section- 340A 

    

mailto:riddhi.mistry@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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340A.409 LIABILITY INSURANCE.​

Subdivision 1. Insurance required. (a) No retail license may be issued, maintained or renewed unless​
the applicant demonstrates proof of financial responsibility with regard to liability imposed by section​
340A.801. The issuing authority must submit to the commissioner the applicant's proof of financial​
responsibility. This subdivision does not prohibit a local unit of government from requiring higher insurance​
or bond coverages, or a larger deposit of cash or securities. The minimum requirement for proof of financial​
responsibility may be given by filing:​

(1) a certificate that there is in effect for the license period an insurance policy issued by an insurer​
required to be licensed under section 60A.07, subdivision 4, or by an insurer recognized as an eligible surplus​
lines carrier pursuant to section 60A.206 or pool providing at least $50,000 of coverage because of bodily​
injury to any one person in any one occurrence, $100,000 because of bodily injury to two or more persons​
in any one occurrence, $10,000 because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one occurrence,​
$50,000 for loss of means of support of any one person in any one occurrence, $100,000 for loss of means​
of support of two or more persons in any one occurrence, $50,000 for other pecuniary loss of any one person​
in any one occurrence, and $100,000 for other pecuniary loss of two or more persons in any one occurrence;​

(2) a bond of a surety company with minimum coverages as provided in clause (1); or​

(3) a certificate of the commissioner of management and budget that the licensee has deposited with the​
commissioner of management and budget $100,000 in cash or securities which may legally be purchased​
by savings banks or for trust funds having a market value of $100,000.​

(b) This subdivision does not prohibit an insurer from providing the coverage required by this subdivision​
in combination with other insurance coverage.​

(c) An annual aggregate policy limit for dram shop insurance of not less than $310,000 per policy year​
may be included in the policy provisions.​

(d) A liability insurance policy required by this section must provide that it may not be canceled for:​

(1) any cause, except for nonpayment of premium, by either the insured or the insurer unless the canceling​
party has first given 60 days' notice in writing to the insured of intent to cancel the policy; and​

(2) nonpayment of premium unless the canceling party has first given ten days' notice in writing to the​
insured of intent to cancel the policy.​

(e) In the event of a policy cancellation, the insurer will send notice to the issuing authority at the same​
time that a cancellation request is received from or a notice is sent to the insured.​

(f) All insurance policies which provide coverage with regard to any liability imposed by section​
340A.801 must contain at least the minimum coverage required by this section.​

Subd. 2. Market assistance. The market assistance plan of the Minnesota Joint Underwriting Association​
shall assist licensees in obtaining insurance coverage.​

Subd. 3. Minnesota Joint Underwriting Association. (a) The Minnesota Joint Underwriting Association​
shall provide coverage required by subdivision 1 to persons rejected under this subdivision.​

(b) A liquor vendor shall be denied or terminated from coverage through the Minnesota Joint Underwriting​
Association if the liquor vendor disregards safety standards, laws, rules, or ordinances pertaining to the​
offer, sale, or other distribution of liquor.​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

340A.409​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​1​



Subd. 3a. Notification by insurer of status of claim. Upon the request of the insured, an insurer who​
is providing coverage required by subdivision 1 shall inform the insured of the status of any claims made​
under the policy. The information must include:​

(1) the employees of the insured that may be involved and the nature of their involvement;​

(2) any amount the insurer is holding in reserve for payment of a claim or has paid in the disposition of​
the claim; and​

(3) any amount paid in the defense of the claim.​

This subdivision does not require disclosure of otherwise nondiscoverable information to an adverse​
party in litigation.​

Subd. 4. Insurance not required. Subdivision 1 does not apply to licensees who by affidavit establish​
that:​

(1) they are on-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor licensees with sales of less than $25,000 of 3.2 percent malt​
liquor for the preceding year;​

(2) they are off-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor licensees with sales of less than $50,000 of 3.2 percent malt​
liquor for the preceding year;​

(3) they are holders of on-sale wine licenses with sales of less than $25,000 for wine for the preceding​
year;​

(4) they are holders of temporary wine licenses issued under law; or​

(5) they are wholesalers who donate wine to an organization for a wine tasting conducted under section​
340A.418 or 340A.419.​

History: 1985 c 200 s 2; 1985 c 305 art 6 s 9; 1985 c 309 s 7-9; 1Sp1985 c 16 art 2 s 3 subd 1; 1Sp1986​
c 3 art 1 s 38; 1987 c 107 s 1; 1987 c 152 art 1 s 1; 1988 c 534 s 1; 1991 c 249 s 31; 1994 c 485 s 61,62;​
1997 c 129 art 1 s 5,6; 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50; 2009 c 101 art 2 s 109; 2010 c 255 s 4,5; 2010 c 384 s 96;​
2017 c 40 art 1 s 110​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

2​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​340A.409​



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(1)

a.

Sec. 409.01. - License required; catering approval class T—Temporary on-sale liquor license—Caterer and class N

—On-sale caterer's license.

Unless otherwise allowed under Minn. Stat. ch. 340A, No person may directly or indirectly, on any

pretense or by any device, sell, barter, keep for sale, charge for possession, or otherwise dispose

of alcoholic beverages as part of a commercial transaction without having obtained the required

license or permit. Rental of or permission to use a public facility is not a commercial transaction

for the purposes of this chapter.

Class T—Temporary on-sale liquor license. No person holding a catering permit issued under the

provisions of Minn. Stat. § 340A.404, Subd. 12, who does not have an appropriate on-sale liquor

license issued by the city shall sell intoxicating liquor at any time or place in the city without first

obtaining the required Class T—Temporary on-sale liquor license as prescribed in this chapter.

The applicant must follow the procedures for obtaining a Class T license as laid out in Saint Paul

Legislative Code Section 310.

The sale of intoxicating liquor must be incidental to food service as required under Minnesota Stat.

340A.404, Subd. 12.

The applicant shall provide adequate security for the event or occasion which must be described in the

application. All requirements of law or ordinance relating to the sale and/or service of intoxicating liquor

must apply to distribution made pursuant to a state issued caterer's permit and Class T—Temporary on-sale

liquor license including, but not limited to, insurance coverages.

Class N—On-sale caterer's license. A holder of a State of Minnesota caterer's permit issued under

the provisions of Minnesota Stat. § 340A.404, Subd. 12 to a restaurant that holds an on-sale

intoxicating liquor license within the city may apply to sell intoxicating liquor as an incidental part

of food service at a place other than the premises for which the holder's on-sale intoxicating

liquor license is issued by obtaining a Class N—Caterer's License for the City of Saint Paul. The

applicant must follow the procedures for a Class N license application laid out in Saint Paul

Legislative Code Chapter 310.02(2). Holders of a Class N on-sale caterer's license must comply

with all provisions of the statutes, ordinances, and rules governing the retail sale of alcoholic

beverages.

Class T—Temporary on-sale liquor license and Class N—On-sale caterer's licensees must comply

with the following provisions for all events that are catered within the City of Saint Paul:

A license holder must receive written permission from the director to hold the event, or to

provide ongoing catering services at a rental/dance hall. The written permission may contain

reasonable conditions that must be followed during the event. Grounds for denial of a

request for permission to hold an event include, but are not limited to:

The license holder has had prior adverse actions arising out of a private event;

10/8/24, 10:25 AM St. Paul, MN Code of Ordinances
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b.

c.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

(10)

The license holder has previously failed to obtain permission to host a private event;

The license holder has had other violations which relate to the licensed establishment.

A license holder must keep a record of each event they cater in Saint Paul. The record must

include the location of the event, the date and time, the event contact name(s) and phone

number(s). The license holder must provide this register to city staff upon request.

The city council may by resolution establish a list of premises for which a liquor caterer may

not provide services at an event without explicit approval of city council.

A private event cannot last more than one (1) day.

Any licensee that is not a licensed rental hall being used for a private event may provide

liquor catering services to the public up to four (4) times per calendar year for the duration of

no more than three (3) consecutive days so as not to exceed twelve (12) days in a calendar

year at one (1) location. Licensed rental halls, when used for a private event, are exempt from

the limitation outlined in this section.

No sale of beverage alcohol may occur after 1:00 a.m.

All servers of alcohol at a catered event must have received alcohol server training as

approved by the director and shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.

A license holder shall notify the Saint Paul Police Department and department of safety and

inspections at least fifteen (15) full business days prior to any alcohol catered event or prior to

the beginning of ongoing catering services at a rental/dance hall and provide pertinent details

about the event using a form provided by the director.

In addition to general grounds for denial of an application for a Class T—Temporary on-sale

liquor license and Class N—On-sale caterer's licensees referenced in chapter 310 of the Saint

Paul Legislative Code, a license application may be denied, and an issued Class T—Temporary

on-sale license may be suspended or revoked without refund, for any of the following

reasons:

The operation of an event does or will unreasonably disturb the peace, quiet or repose of

surrounding residential or commercial areas.

The operation of an event does or will contribute to crime, disorderly behavior, noise,

traffic, litter or parking problems in the area near the event's location.

Any violation of the laws relating to the sale or service of alcoholic beverages.

License holder's refusal to supply books of account and contracts pertaining to an event

as set forth in this section.

Any violation of the terms of this section.

Any other good cause related to the operation of the business or venue.
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(11)

(12)

(13)

(d)

Both state and city permits/licenses must be available for display upon request of any law enforcement

officer or investigator designated by the licensing official for any catered event.

License holders shall maintain adequate security at catered events in Saint Paul. The license

holder may coordinate this with the host facility.

If an event is to be held outside, the applicant shall indicate how the alcohol will be confined

to a particular area. Exclusive outdoor events must provide at least one (1) portable toilet per

every fifty (50) attendees.

License holders shall submit to and/or facilitate any site inspections by police, fire, or other

regulatory or health agency.

Adverse action may be taken against a licensed establishment acting as a liquor caterer who

provides or serves alcohol at an establishment that is in violation of this chapter.

(Ord 22-47, § 2, 11-9-22)
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