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My Summer 
Experience

Developed professional 
writing skills

Improved research skills

Gained understanding of 
systems and policies



The Misclassification of the Hmong Ethnic 
Group in the 2020 Census Data Products

CITY OF SAINT PAUL



A Call for Action
❖ In June, South East Asia Resource 

Action Center (SEARAC) reached out.

❖ Tasked to draft a letter to 
the White House Initiative 
on Asian Americans, 
Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islanders 
(WHIAANHPI).



Background
❖ In January 2023, “2020 

Demographic and Housing 

Characteristics File A Proof 

of Concept” released for 

public feedback.

❖ In 2021, the “2020 Census 

State Redistricting File 

(Public Law 94-171) 

Summary File.”



Why is this a 
Misclassification?
❖ Majority of Hmong-Americans 

have come from Southeast Asia.

❖ The Hmong identity is not tied 
to a geographic location.

❖ Our sociopolitical identity aligns 
more with Southeast Asia.



Hmong/Asian American Organizations 
have been…

❖ Reaching out to the U.S Census Bureau.

❖ Asking for the support of more 
organizations and Hmong leaders. 

❖ Spreading awareness in the community. 



Content of My Letter

Main Points:

● Hmong people are Southeast 
Asian

● Misclassification equals 
misinformation

● Correction is urgent

Overview

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhmong.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F03%2FHAP_LogoFinal-1.png&tbnid=ytLNJ0fBuk77eM&vet=12ahUKEwjFlImZouCAAxVTM94AHX55DDYQMygAegQIARBS..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhmong.org%2F&docid=2ObcTn9pS18xnM&w=1401&h=344&q=hmong%20american%20partnership&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwjFlImZouCAAxVTM94AHX55DDYQMygAegQIARBS


Questions?
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