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Preliminary Building Program

e Wilderness Inquiry facility — 14,700

e Your Boat Club admin-7,600

 Your Boat Club workspace - 6,400

 National Park Service admin + storage space —12,700

e River Learning Center — 8,000 sf

 Mississippi Park Connection admin + storage space —included above
o St Paul Parks admin — 400 offices

 Great River Passage Conservancy admin space — 400 sf.

e Boat house

e Remote Storage

 + Parking



River Learning Centeris

.An important
Dakota Landscape






River Learning Center is

..A part of the Hidden Falls

Crosby Farms Regional
Park



Regional Park Access
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River Learning Center is

..An Urban Wilderness



Floodplain forest-
Dynamic River Edge
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The Public feels the River
Learning Center is...



Community responses —in your words



1. Lookout Bridge — 303 (59.18%)

4, Cultural Events —282 (55.08%)

2. Touch the Water - 358 (69.92%)

5. Canoeing/Kayaking — 346 (67.58%) 6. Educational/Rec — 330 (64.45%)




4. Tree Grove Plaza—-327 (63.74%)

2. By the Water —321(62.57%)




1. Walking/Strolling — 473 (91.67%) 2. Biking — 299 (57.95%)

1. Edu/Rec Programs - 316 (61.24%)

3. Forest Canopy Walk — 332 (64.34%)

9. Exploration —367 (71.12%)




1. Picnicking — 286 (55.64%) 2. Meadow Field -308 (59.92%

7. Wetland/River Access— 376 (73.15%) 8. Bird Watching — 320 (62.26%)

3. Boardwalk — 338 (65.76%)

6. Overlook — 289 (56.23%)




1. Bike Racks — 357 (69.46%)

2. Picnic Pavilion—265 (51.56%)

3. Restroom - 441 (85.80%)




1. Dakota Landscape — 431(83.85%) 2. The Caves — 384 (74.71%) 3. The Bluffs—350 (68.09%)

4. The Forest—368 (71.60%) 5. The Rivers-430 (83.66%) 6. Past Histories— 397 (77.24%)

8. Habitats / Ecology — 413 (80.35%) 9. Mississippi Flyway — 368 (71.60%)




WHAT KEEPS YOU FROM THE RIVER?

Nothing 6. Lackof access to water/water activities
Lack of access to the park (by water, by foot, 7. Lack of personal time to visit

by bike, disability, roads are too busy to cross) 8. Poor parking options

Distance 9. Lack of amenities
Crime 10. Poor park maintenance (disrepair, trash, water
Feeling unsafe or unwelcome as pollution, poor trails)

woman/LGBTQ/BIPOC



Site opportunities and
constraints...



The Floodplain



Disturbed Urban Forest

o’




Utilities

Davern St

Norfolk Ave 4 Closest sewer
and water main



Existing Site: How to connect the parts to create a Unique River Experience?

THE FLOODPLAIN
THE BLUFF



River Learning Center is...

A visible national gateway to the Mississippi

A place to experience land, water and culture
Small-scale, light on the land, and forward thinking
Beautiful, safe, welcoming and accessible to all

Regenerative and restorative: planned for future generations



3 Alternative Schemes

Alt #1: The Bridge Alt #2: The Path Alt #3: The Destination

 All schemes make the site more visible with a welcoming entrance

e Allschemes create universal access from the bluff to the floodplain

e All schemes locate major buildings out of the floodplain

e All schemes place major new elements (islands, buildings) on disturbed land

and improve the ecology



Alternative #1
River Learning Center as a
Bridge



Alt #1: The Bridge



Alt #1: The Bridge

Building provides pedestrian access down to river



Alt #1: The Bridge

Building provides pedestrian access down to river



Alt #1: The Bridge

Existing road connects to expanded parking



Alt #1: The Bridge

Inlets are oriented to provide more area around building















Alt #1: The Bridge



Alt #1: The Bridge

Summary:

Most direct interior connection down to

the River (elevator, stairs)
Offers views onto the River & Pike Island
All bus drop off and parking at river level

Reconfigured marina to create more

outdoor space between river & bluff



Alternative #2
River Learning Center as a
choreographed path
connecting Bluff to Floodplain



Alt #2: The Path - Bluff to Floodplain



Alt #2: The Path

Building is split into two parts



Alt #2: The Path

Universal access from Sam Morgan trail to river



Alt #2: The Path

New light at Site entrance-One-way loop to service NPS and visitor buses and cars



Alt #2: The Path

New channel creates anisland















Alt #2: The Path | Bluff Building



Alt #2: The Path | River Building



Alt #2: The Path - Bluff to Floodplain

Summary:

A welcome center at the top of the bluff

with NPS offices, parking and bus drop off

Universal access down to the River
Learning Center (elevated walk) with

rooftop public space
Minimized impact at the river level
Island for contemplation or exploration

Marina remains at current size



Alternative #3
River Learning Center as a
Destination by the River



Alt #3: The Destination



Alt #3: The Destination
Single building by the river



Alt #3: The Destination
Canopy Walk connects Bluff gateway to River



Alt #3: The Destination

Parking and Option for bus turnaround at bluff, rest at river



Alt #3: The Destination

Smaller Marina for larger public space by the River Learning Center















Alt #3: The Destination
River Learning Center and support offices (NPS and WI)



Alt #3: The Destination

Elevated walk connects bluff to river



Alt #3: The Destination

Summary:

Landscape experience knits the site

together —unfolding the landscape

Sharable spaces all in one building -

collaborative environment at the river

All bus drop off and parking at river

level
Island for contemplation or exploration

Smaller marina



3 Alternative Schemes

Alt #1: The Bridge Alt #2: The Path Alt #3: The Destination

* Most direct interior connection down to the » Awelcome center at the top with NPS » Landscape experience knits the site
River (elevator, stairs) offices, parking and bus drop off together —unfolding the landscape

 Offers views onto the River & Pike Island » Universal access down to the River Learning » Sharable spaces all in one building -

o All bus drop off and parking at river level Center (elevated walk) with rooftop public collaborative environment at the river

« Reconfigured Marina to create more outdoor sp.af:e. | | * All bus drop off and parking at river level
space hetween marina & bluff * Minimized impact at the river level e Island for contemplation or exploration

 [sland for contemplation or exploration e Smaller marina

e Marinaremains at current size



River Learning Center?
What will make it a unique and
attractive place?

What is its identity?

How will everyone feel welcome?



Next Steps

mp o Now: Open House Discussions at Stations

e //21 Community Meeting #3: Preferred Scheme

e Date TBD (Fall 2022) Community Meeting #4.
Schematic Design Completion & Celebration!

Questions or comments, please contact Project Manager: Anne Gardner- Anne.Gardner@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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