From: Lily Gaetgaeow

To: *CI-StPaul Contact-Council

Subject: Sound Level Variance Public Hearing Questions
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 3:01:56 PM
Attachments: June 1 Public Hearing Confirmation Letter DSI.pdf
Hello,

My name is Lily Gaetgaeow, and I am the Registration Coordinator for The Center for Irish
Music (CIM). I will be representing CIM tomorrow at the Public Hearing for our Sound Level
Variance Permit application.

Initially, I contacted Barb McMonigal-St. Dennis with additional questions about how to
prepare for the Public Hearing (see email below). I followed up with her on the phone today.
She directed me to the City Council's online meeting agenda and to view any public comments
that have been submitted in advance, which was very helpful. For my questions about making
changes to our permit request, she suggested I seek the City Council's advice for how to best
proceed.

In our original application, we requested a sound level variance permit for amplified sound on
two days (Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10). While we intend to hold the Great Session
Experience on Friday as scheduled, we will not be using amplified sound that night. We only
intend to use amplified sound for the Master Artists concert on Saturday, June 10. How do we
withdraw our application for the June 9 sound level variance permit?

We are also concerned that with many guest artists added to our concert line-up, it is likely
that the program will run just past 9:30 pm, and our audience will request an encore
performance. How feasible is it to request an extension to turn off our sound equipment on
Saturday at 10 or 10:30 pm, instead of 9:30 pm as indicated in section 4 of the letter?

Thank you in advance, and I look forward to seeing you tomorrow.
Sincerely,
Lily Gaetgacow

Lily Gaetgaeow | she/her
Registration Coordinator & Administrative Associate

The 14th Annual Minnesota Irish Music Weekend is this June 9-12!

Register now for Summer Term, June 13-August 28!

The Center for Irish Music is an independent nonprofit community music school based in St. Paul's Midway area dedicated to handing down the
tradition.

Become a fan of CIM on Facebook

centerforirishmusic.org
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DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY & INSPECTIONS (DSI)

LLLLE SAFETY & INSPECTIONS 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806
Tel: 651-266-8989 | Fax: 651-266-9124

May 11, 2022

Norah Rendell
836 Prior Ave N. Ste 400
Saint Paul, MN 55104

Dear Norah Rendell:

This is to confirm that our office has received your application for a variance from the city’s
noisc ordinance for a Minnesota Irish Music Weekend and that the variance is being processed.
The Department of Safety and Inspections has recommended that a variance be issued with
conditions.

Submit comments for Public Hearing electronically. The public may comment on public hearing items in
person, in writing or via voicemail. Any comments and materials submitted by 12:00 pm of the day before the
meeting, Tuesday, May 31, 2022, will be attached to the public record and available for review by the City
Council. Comments may be submitted as follows: Written public comment on public hearing items can be
submitted to Contact-Council@ci.stpaul.mn.us, CouncilHearing@ci.stpaul.mn.us, or by voicemail at 651-266-
6805. Live testimony will be taken in person in the Council Chambers, and by telephone by registering to speak by
noon on the day before the meeting. The registration link is located on the City Council website at
www.stpaul.gov/council or https://forms.office.com/g/TD3xN7WHyS.

Public attendance at the City Council’s regular meeting location may not be feasible due to the COVID-19
health pandemic. Members of the public may view City Council meetings online at
https://stpaul.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx or on local cable Channel 18.

A public hearing before the City Council on this variance request will be held on:
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022

Time: 3:30 p.m.

Location: 3rd floor, City Hall Council Chambers

After the public hearing, the Council may grant, deny, or modify the variance request.
If you have questions about the sound level variance, please contact: Barb McMonigal-5t.Dennis,
Environmental Health Specialist, 651-266-9137, barb.mcmonigal-st.dennis@ci.stpaul.mn.us

CITY OF SAINT PAUL AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION & STPAUL.GOV
MELVIN CARTER, MAYOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Legislation Text

File #: RES PH 22-136, Version: 1

Approving the application of The Center for Irish Music for a sound level variance in order to present amplified
sound on June 10 and 11, 2022 at 836 Prior Ave N. - Celtic Junction Arts Center.

WHEREAS, Chapter 293 of the Saint Paul Legislative Code was enacted to regulate the subject of noise in
the City of Saint Paul; and

WHEREAS, §293.09 provides for the granting of variances from the sound level limitations contained in
§293.07, upon a finding by the City Council that full compliance with Chapter 293 would constitute an
unreasonable hardship on the applicant, other persons or on the community; and

WHEREAS, The Center for Irish Music, represented by Norah Rendell, Executive Director, who has been
designated as the responsible person on the application, has applied for a variance, for 90 dBA at no specified
distance, to present amplified sound for the Minnesota Irish Music Weekend at 836 Prior Ave N. - Celtic
Junction Arts Center.; and

WHEREAS, applicant has requested a variance for the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. with a pre-event sound
check from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on June 10 and 11, 2022 for a Minnesota Irish Music Weekend; and

WHEREAS, if applicant is not granted a variance applicant will not be able to present amplified sound at 836
Prior Ave N. - Celtic Junction Arts Center.; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Safety and Inspections has reviewed the application and has made
recommendations regarding conditions for the variance. Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Saint Paul hereby grants a variance to The Center for Irish Music,
subject to the following conditions:

1) The Variance shall be for the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. with a pre-event sound check from 4;00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Friday, June 10 and Saturday, June 11, 2022 for the Minnesota Irish Music
Weekend.

2) All electronically powered equipment used in conjunction with the event shall not exceed 90 dBA at 50 feet
from all sound sources

3) The applicant shall provide personnel and equipment who shall provide continuous sound level monitoring
at each sound mix during the hours of the variance.

4) All electronically powered equipment, PA systems, loudspeakers or similar devices shall be turned off no
later than 9:30 p.m. on June 10 and 11, 2022, the event dates.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that any violations of the conditions set forth above on the June 10 and 11, 2022
dates may result in denial of future requests for the grant of a noise variance, in addition to any criminal
citation which might issue.
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Subject: Sound Level Variance Public Hearing Questions
To: <barb.mcmonigal-st.dennis@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Cc: Norah Rendell <nrendell@centerforirishmusic.org>

Hello Barb,

The Center for Irish Music received its Public Hearing appointment letter recently, and we had
a couple of follow up questions.

1. Do we need to attend the meeting in person or virtually?
2. Is there anything (materials, remarks, etc) that we should prepare in advance for the
meeting, or are we only there to receive feedback?

In our original application, we requested a sound level variance permit for amplified sound on
two days (Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10). While we intend to hold the Great Session
Experience on Friday as scheduled, we will not be using amplified sound that night. We only
intend to use amplified sound for the Master Artists concert on Saturday, June 10. Do we need
to make amendments to our application in advance of the Hearing to accurately reflect our
amplified sound use?

We are also concerned that with many guest artists added to our concert line-up, it is likely
that the program will run just past 9:30 pm, and our audience will request an encore
performance. How feasible is it to request an extension to turn off our sound equipment on
Saturday at 10 or 10:30 pm, instead of 9:30 pm as indicated in section 4 of the letter?

Thank you in advance.
Sincerely,
Lily Gaetgacow

Lily Gaetgaeow | she/her
Registration Coordinator & Administrative Associate

(]

The 14th Annual Minnesota Irish Music Weekend is this June 9-12!

Register now for Summer Term, June 13-August 28!

The Center for Irish Music is an independent nonprofit community music school based in St. Paul's Midway area dedicated to handing down the
tradition.

Become a fan of CIM on Facebook

centerforirishmusic.org
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