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Rice & Larpenteur Timeline

2015

City leaders from St Paul, 
Roseville, and Maplewood 
discuss possible collaboration to 
improve  Larpenteur Ave.

2016

Saint Paul Area Chamber brings 
in Smart Growth America on a 
grant to consult with cities and 
county.

2017

Maplewood, Roseville, St Paul 
jointly fund and hire consultant 
to generate community-driven 
Vision Plan.

•Urban Land Institute awards Rice and 
Larpenteur Healthy Corridors Study grant. 

2018

Cities each adopt Rice and 
Larpenteur Gateway Area Vision 
Plan.

2019

Cities jointly hire St Paul Area 
Chamber to staff and implement 
the Vision Plan.

2020

Community-Based Rice & 
Larpenteur Alliance is launched 
with 50 members.

2021

Rice & Larpenteur Alliance 
continues to promote and bring 
together the community and 
advocate for public and private 
investments.



Rice and Larpenteur is a neighborhood at the 
intersection of three cities, bisected by two county 
roads. We are...

• Growing (~18K people)
• Diverse (>35% people of color)
• Global (~15% non-English speaking)
• Young (30% increase in children under 5)

*Based on census data from 2015 for tracts 416.02, 
422.01, 304, 305.



Rice & Larpenteur Vision

• Rice & Larpenteur will be a safe, engaging, and inviting neighborhood center that includes common spaces, a high-quality 
pedestrian environment and robust reinvestment for the diverse people of the surrounding communities to live, conduct business 
and play together. 

Vision:

• Diversity and Representation

• Non-Displacement

• Strengths-Based Approach

Values: 

• Provide safe connections for walking and biking to and through the area. 

• Create a walkable and bikeable center that feels safe and inviting for users of the commercial spaces. 

• Develop a Village by the Lake, using McCarrons and other blue/green infrastructure to create identity and increase sustainability. 

• Foster the creation of new housing of varying types and densities along the corridor to foster mixed-use walkable developments. 

• Attract pedestrian oriented land uses such as restaurants, cafes, markets and neighborhood services. Support the existing 
businesses that provide valuable services to our community. 

Goals:



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvifcSgAzG0simWSN74Ieaml7xdZf3Tp/view?usp=sharing




Parking Area Rehab/Parklet



Wayfinding & Signage



Public Art & Business Support





COVID-19 Response



Adopt-A-Bin & Clean-Up



Community Events



Community Events



2022 Work Plan Goals

Goal 1: Maintain Organizational Integrity

Goal 2: Raise Funds Sufficient to Execute Programming Goals

Goal 3: Facilitate Commercial and Housing Development Projects in Keeping with Vision Plan

Goal 4: Advocate for Transit and Mobility Projects

Goal 5: Create Vibrant Community Events that demonstrate new uses of space, leave behind 

improvements, and connect people

Goal 6: Make Improvements to Public Spaces

Goal 7: Build Community Resiliency and Improve Neighborhood Safety and Livability 



2022 Work Plan Action Steps
Highlights 

Executive Committee: 
• Hires and supports Executive Director in managing Board, communications, and programming.
• Fundraising to support programs.
• Set’s priorities and work plan. 

Economic Development and Transportation Committee:
• Builds relationships with property owners, businesses, developers, residents, and local governments to identify and catalyze 

opportunities to build more affordable housing and create jobs.
• Supports Rice & Larpenteur Businesses. 

• New! Small Business Advisory Committee in formation.
• Advocates for roadway, pedestrian, and transit investments.

• Rice Street reconstruction (cars, busses, bikes, and peds)
• Bus Rapid Transit (G Line)

Neighborhood Livability and Events Committee: 
• Plans community events: Spring Clean-Up; Community In Bloom; Summer Block Party; Winter Warm-Up; Annual Gathering
• Supports greening through flower planters, trees, garbage/recycling bins, CRWD, BizRecycling, Circular Economy initiative.
• Connects residents with supportive services and resources.
• Supports collaboration of public safety agencies and community outreach. 





I am Briauna Williams, a graphic design graduate. A self taught Acrylic 
Artist, Published Illustrator, Muralist, Teaching Artist as well as a 
community engagement artist. Minnesota native using art as a tool for 
healing and storytelling. My goal in life is to inspire and uplift my 
community.

Briauna will focus her design on the utility box located at Rice Street 
and Larpenteur Ave. 





Fresh Vibes is an initiative created to represent and 
empower community members and youth to actively 
participate in the process of development within their 
neighborhood.

A design professional, an artist, and two high school 
students from the North End community make up the 
Fresh Vibes crew working to deliver design concepts for 
the utility boxes located on Nebraska Ave and Arlington 
Ave.

Malia Lee grew up in the North End area. She is a 
community organizer and has worked in the building 
industry for 12 years doing construction and architecture.

Oo Meh identifies as Karenni, the Kayah. She is inspired to explore new media to create artwork that speaks her story and with community 
as her theme.

June Lee is a 10th grader at Washington Technology Magnet. She enjoys community building. Her brothers are a meaningful part of her life. 
They bring her the most comfort and are the ones who keep her going.

Mary Yang is an 11th grader at Washington Technology Magnet. She is an artist and enjoys videography.







I am Venla Vang and I am an illustration and craft artist. Majority of the 
time I am creating digital illustrations, working with resin, or sewing my 
plushie pillows. I enjoy creating Hmong and non-Hmong creations. 
Most of my illustrations are very chibi, shiny, and bubbly looking. When 
I started drawing and creating my arts and crafts in 2011, it was a way 
of having an escape and a coping mechanism when my mother passed. 
It was 2013 when I started showcasing my creativity. Aside from 
creating cute illustrations and crafts, I love collecting cute and kawaii 
items too. I also enjoy road trips, traveling, and discovering new 
arcades, and comic/game stores.

Venla will focus her design on the utility box located at Rice Street and 
Wheelock Parkway. 





Thank you!

Kim O’Brien

Executive Director

651-265-2795

kim@saintpaulchamber.com

✓ Visit us at www.riceandlarpenteur.com

✓ Sign up for our quarterly newsletter

✓ Follow our social media pages

mailto:kim@saintpaulchamber.com
http://www.riceandlarpenteur.com/

