SUMMARY OF ENGINEERING RECOMMENDATIONS
Margaret Street Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvement PrOJect
City Project No. 18-T-1348
State Aid Project No. 164-080-014

Report Prepared  12/13/2017
Public Hearing- 2/07/2018

PROJECT ‘

The project seeks. to improve pedestrign and blcycle infrastructure on: Margaret Street

between Forest Street and Mcnghf Road The project also proposées:to ¢onstruct a
shared use, off streettrail on McKnight Road between Hudson Road and

Minnehaha Avenue.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Margaret Street is-identified as a prime location for a bike boulevard in the: -adopted:St.
Paul Bicycle Plan. In 2014, Margaret Street-was established as a bike b0ulevard by
implementing.sighage and pavement markings.

The existing strest:width on Margaret is 32' betwéeh Forest and.Johnson. Pdrkway
Margaret is 40’ wide between Johnson. Parkway and‘McKnight. Thete are daps inithe
sidewalk system betwéén Etna and Germain Street 76 of the eXIstlng 78 ,pede,sfrlan
ramps do not meet ADA standards.

On McKnight Road there is an existing 5’ wide concrete sidewalk on the westgide of
the street.

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

The project willinclude five intersections with traffi¢ circles and bump:-outs:akmajor
crossing roads. Proposeéd traffic circles locatlohs are at Atlantic, Hazelwood, Flandrau,
Hazel and Wlnthmp -Proposed bump outs-aredocated along Margaret.. Stre‘et :at Forest,
Earl, Johnson, Ruth;-&hd McKnight. Additionglbuinp outs are also proposed along.
McKnight Road at Third ‘Street. Gaps in the*emstmg sidewalk system will be3fllled All
non-compliant pedestrian ramps will be reconstructed to meet ADA standards

The project alsg includes geometry changes at the intersection of Margaret Street and
Johnson Parkway. Due to the existing service roads along Johnson Parkway, this
intersection is large and confusing. The pro;ect proposes to improve the conditions at
this intersection by eliminating vehicle access to Johnson Parkway, enabling
pedestrians and bicycles to pass through. Closing access to Johnson Parkway would
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reduce vehicle trafflc on Margaret, increase pedestrian and bicycle safety, and increase
green space. Closing the gap in the medians at:Margaret so that cars can no longer
cross Johnson Parkway would also enhance the planned future trail along Johnson

Parkway

The off street, shared use trail along the west sidé of McKnlght Road would connect.
users-of the bicycle boulevard: to travel:north/south to reach: one of the existing traffic
~ signals along McKnight to safely cross the four-lane divided roadway.

There are No Right of Way-acquisitions required for this projéct. A Limited:Use Permit
will be required for work along; McKnight Road: from Hudson Road to Old Hudson Road

-where MnDOT’s Right-of-Way-exists.

ALTERNATES A

. ‘Margaret Street, an identified major bikeway ori the Saint Paul Bicycle Plan, will
:continue to have insufficient facilities that would discourage residents from: using a
‘'bicycle. Pedestrian facilities will: also remain:to have an:insufficient system, distressed:

_ ssidewalk and non-ADA-compliant pedestrian ramps. Safety. concerns at major road:-
:intersections would:be additional discouragemerit for users. The gap in the Regional:

‘Bicycle Transportation Network would:endure until-alternative: routes orresources;are:

-established. Access to major businesses at the Sunray Shepping Center and: bike trail

east of McKnight Road would remain difficult.

‘POSITIVE BENEFITS: -

‘Margaret Street is an important east/west route for bicyclirig. across the east side: of
Saint Paul. While traffic volumes on-Margaret.are low, additional improvements to the
corridor help estabhsh a safe bicycling alternative to much busier streets such:as
Minnehaha Avenue or 3rd Street.. :Gaps in the existing sidewalk system will-be filled. All
non-compliant pedestrian ramps will be freconstruc’gedz to meet ADA standards-

ADVERSE EFFECTS
‘Normal problems associated with. construction such as noise, dust, reduced access to

the neighborhood, and general disruption will be present. The closure at.Johrison:
Parkway will cause some re-routing of traffic patterns.

.EFFECTS ON TREES
Boulevard tree removal on McKnight Road will be necessary to make room-for the
wider shared use trail. Some trees may need to be removed to accommodate new
sidewalk construction on'Margaret between Etna and Germain.




TIME SCHEDULE | | ,‘
The project will begin in the summer of 2018.and will be completed by the fall‘'of 2018.

'COST ESTIMATE

Constructioh $ 1,576,000
Engineering $ 394:000:

PROJECT TOTAL $ 1,970,000

Capital Improvement Bonds $ 720,000
Federal STP Funds $ 1250000

PROJECT TOTAL $ 1,970.000

There are no asséssménts:proposed for this project.

SOURCE OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
‘For additional information, contact the Project Engineeér, Barb Mundahl, at 266-6112.

‘SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION |
The Department of Public Works has ranked this a highpriority project and the
Engineering Recommendation is-for approval of the project and financing.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Mundahl
Public Works
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