374-378 Maria (The Strip Club) — DS! Staff Report for 8/5/15 Public Hearing
Mezzanine and Spiral Stair:

The mezzanine is approximately 388 square feet, has a current seat count of 16 and utilizes a spiral stair
as its only means of egress.

Definition of a spiral stair per the 2007 Minnesota State Fire Code: A stairway having a closed circular
form in its plan view with uniform section-shaped treads attached to and radiating from a minimum-
diameter supporting column.

The stair at The Strip Club is a spiral stair. Itis not a circular stair or a winder.

According to the current edition of the Minnesota State Fire Code, Section 1009.8 Spiral stairways are
permitted to be used as a component in the means of egress as long as it is not more than 250 square
feet in area and serving no more than 5 people.

In the 1997 Minnesota State Building Code, under which the mezzanine and spiral stair were
constructed in 2001, stated a spiral stair could only be used in residential applications. The 2001
building permit was for a café, not the current business.

The 2001 building permit application specifically notes special approval for the mezzanine and spiral by
the then building official and senior plans examiner. There is no mention of what the use of the
mezzahine was to be for.

Summary: The mezzanine and spiral stair are not and never have been compliant per the letter of the
code. Construction of the mezzanine was specifically approved in 2001 but there is no record of what it
was to be used for.

Exiting:

With an occupant load over 49, two exits are required. All of these requirements are in Chapter 10 of
the 2007 Minnesota State Building Code. The exits have to meet the following requirements:

e Doors shall swing in the direction of travel

e Doors shall have panic hardware

e Exits shall have a separation of % the diagonal of the occupied space

e Labeled with a self-lit or externally lit exit sign with back-up power

e Directional signs leading to the exits shall also be self-lit or externally lit with back-up power
e Aisles leading to exits shall be lit with at least 1 foot-candle of light

e Exits shall not go through a more hazardous area

Summary: The current seating layout accommodates 55 seats. The occupant load of the restaurant,
according to square footage is 43, without the mezzanine. Any occupant load over 6 on the mezzanine
would make the total over 49 occupants. Therefore, the above requirements would be applicable. The
July 8, 2015 proposal from Johnson Consulting Specialists, LLC covers these items in general. DSl would
like to see clear plans showing the exit path and location of exit signs and exit illumination.
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CITY OF ST. PAUL GENERAL BUILDING PERMIT

OFFICE OF LICENSE, INSPECTIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION APPLICATION
350 ST. PETER STREET, SUITE 300

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-1510 Visit our Web Site at www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/liep
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OFFICE OF LICENSE, INSPECTIONS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Roger C. Curtis, Director

CITY OF SAINT PAUL LOWRY PROFESSIONAL BUILDING Telephone: 651-266-9090
Randy C. Kelly, Mayor 350 St. Peter Street, Suite 300 Facsimile: 651-266-9099

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-1510 Web: www. ci.stpaul. mn.us/liep
October 22, 2002

V. F. Associates, LLC

Attn: Lou Sudheimer

40 Arundel Street, N.

Saint Paul, MN 55102-2230

Re: 374 Maria Avenue

Dear Mr. Sudheimer:

Since I had not been called for a final inspection on permit #20-01-238791, I stopped by
the coffee shop awhile ago. Everything was OK, but there needs to be a change in the

grab bars in the restroom. Please see the attached handout for size and location
requirements.

Please give me a call at (651) 266-9026 (7:30am-9:30am) to let me know when the grab
bars are installed.

Sincerely,

Jim West
Building Inspector
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