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1 02/13/2018Legislative 

Hearings

Laid Over02/06/2018Legislative Hearings

Laid Over  to the Legislative Hearings due back on 2/13/2018 Action  Text: 

Gerald Kaluzny, Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services, appeared along with Tywana Price, 

Appellant.

Ms. Moermond:  this is an appeal of a Condemnation/Unfit for Human Habitation/Order to Vacate (no 

heat)

Fire Supervisor Leanna Shaff:  this is a Condemnation of a Fire Certificate of Occupancy; it started as 

a referral for inadequate heat; (using space heaters to keep warm) water pipes burst causing flooding 

in the basement; water shut off to fix pipes; Inspector Wheeler responded to the complaint; heat was 

60 degrees; some frozen pipes

 Notes:  
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-I provided you with some email & text correspondence between the property owner & their 

handyman & the appellant

-according to the email dated 2-6-18 to Insp Wheeler from the owner:  here are the invoices & 

receipts for work that's been done thus far at 1272 Edgerton; the boiler is now working fine.... the 

circulation pump went out; see update from LaBrash Plumbing.....

-the pipes broke; multiple leaks; seeing in the receipt from Do It All Maintenance:  they've fixed the 

leaks, replaced pipe runs & valves, etc, since this all started; I see no Permits & this work is required 

to be done under permit; don't know what Do It All Maintenance handy person's qualifications are; 

plumbing & mechanical permits are needed; it scares me when we have unlicensed people working 

on a boiler; there's supposed to be a plumber there today

Ms. Moermond:  could you summarize the text messages here that you've provided?  It looks like the 

contractor's wife died - they had to stop work

-the invoices start Jan 15; this is not a new problem; the inspector was out there on Jan 31 on a 

referral

-these Orders are from Jan 31 & require a re-inspection on Feb 1 at which point all problems must be 

corrected or the bldg vacated --- but, it's still on-going

Mr. Kaluzny:  I wasn't aware that there were no permits pulled; I talked to Scott Zack, Covenant 

Capital; he said that you could call him; what I understand is this was supposed to be completed last 

week; I understand that the boiler person's wife died; so Scott Zack, who was acting on behalf of the 

owner, was trying to make arrangements but because of the cold snap, that wasn't a very easy thing 

to do; he was able to make arrangements with LaBrash Plumbing; they are there now; I heard them 

on speaker phone; he hopes to have the heat re-instated today; he is a licensed plumber; I'm 

surprised there is no permit

Ms. Moermond:  sometimes contractors like to do the work & then apply for the permit; this might be 

such a case

Ms. Shaff:  I have concerns about the boiler not having been worked on for quite some time or was 

worked on by someone who wasn't licensed to do that work

Mr. Kaluzny:  LaBrash is licensed in plumbing & heating; they hope to have the heat restored today & 

if there's anything else that needs to be done, they will do it on Thu; I just found out from Mr. LaBrash 

that he will be taking his wife to the Mayo Clinic tomorrow; she has just been diagnosed with cancer

Ms. Price:  I'm using 3 space heaters upstairs & some downstairs, too;

-my children's ages:  21, 18, 16, 14

Ms. Shaff:  space heaters draw a lot of juice; when they're on the same circuit, they sometimes pop the 

breaker

Ms. Moermond:  I want to know about LaBrash getting a permit pulled today; that would be comforting 

to me - knowing that the work was going to be inspected

Ms. Price is calling LaBrash Plumbing right now.... Ms. Moermond is talking with Mr. LaBrash on Ms. 

Price's phone via speaker

Ms. Moermond:  When were you going to pull the permit to do the work?

Mr. LaBrash:  I was called just to fix some leaks so the tenant could have some heat; so, I wasn't 

intending to pull one.  A lot more work needs to be done to bring this up to standards.

Ms. Moermond:  I'd like to have one of our plumbing inspectors go out & take a look

Mr. LaBrash:  It would be smart to have a plumbing inspector go out

Ms. Moermond:  I will contact Rick Jacobs; we see if we can get him or one of his guys to go out & 
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write up what needs to be done to get this addressed in more than a temporary fashion; we'd write 

Orders with a deadline & copy you by email, ed@edsplumbing.net;  we'll have Mr. Jacobs draft 

something & send it to Scott Zack & copy you; thanks for taking the time to talk with me about this; it 

helped to clear things up

Ms. Shaff:  I just forwarded this to Mr. Jacob & all receipts & bids

Ms. Moermond:  hopefully, Covenant Capital will be willing to pay for this to be fixed properly; we'll be 

looking to amend those Orders to take into account what a proper repair would be

-I'm going to be temporarily satisfied with you being able to continue to live there while this gets 

sorted out; we'll have a much better idea about this next Tue; we should have a report from the 

plumbing inspector; we should have some info from Scott Zack

-I need to put this in front of the City Council sooner rather than later; realistically on Feb 21, 2018

-let's talk about this next Tue, Feb 13, LH

-warning:  don't overload the circuit; plug space heaters into separate circuits

Mr. Kaluzny:  I think that's fair; I think we have a responsible plumber; we'll try to get a plan together

1 02/21/2018City CouncilReferred02/13/2018Legislative Hearings

Referred  to the City Council due back on 2/21/2018 Action  Text: 

Heather Meyers, SMRLS, and Tywana Price, Occupant, appeared.

Ms. Moermond:  this is a situation where there was no heat reported in the bldg; an inspection took 

place that documented that there was no heat; it was operating with spaces heaters; questions about 

the capacity of the electrical service to manage the number of space heaters; there were 

questionable repairs happening (handy man coming in doing work that should have been done by a 

licensed contractor); we had a licensed plumber on the phone during the hearing who said that this 

was 'lipstick on a pig;' based on what he was seeing, he determined that the right thing to do would be 

to get the Sr. Plumbing Insp in to evaluate the situation;  the city's Sr. Plumbing insp went our & 

responded to my question saying, "I can look at the plumbing piece of this problem but I'm not a 

mechanical insp & the boiler issue is largely a mechanical issue; I can deal with the plumbing 

pipes...;" looking at the plumbing, he was very concerned about the system; there are significant 

safety problems with the plumbing; his original Order said that the work needed to be taken care of 

immediately or the house Vacated; there was a conversation involving Insp Shaff where it was 

pushed out over the weekend to give a few days to respond to the Order

Supervisor Leanna Shaff:  as far as we know, nothing's changed; there hasn't been a licensed 

plumber out to perform the necessary repairs

Ms. Moermond:  were those issues articulated in an Order or a letter that went to the owner of record?

Ms. Shaff:  I don't know

Ms. Moermond:  were they or will they be incorporated into the Fire C of O Orders?

Ms. Shaff:  at this point, no; we still have a Condemnation that basically says that the system's a 

problem; there was not a mechanical permit pulled that would deal with the boiler; as far as we know, 

it has not been addressed in the required way; the boiler was shut down & red tagged (I may be 

incorrect in that - I was in training all day yesterday) so that there was no heat in the house

Ms. Moermond:  I called SMRLS on Fri to share the results of the Fri afternoon inspection & you tried 

to contact the owner; how has that been progressing?

Ms. Meyers:  I have a couple of updates:  Gerry Kaluzny & I had a conversation with Mr. Scott Zack, 

property mgr for Covenant Capital LLC, on Fri; we emailed the plumbing inspector's report to him; I 

told him that, based on conversations with you, the deadline to address the boiler was pushed to 

today; other than that, there wasn't much productive conversation

-my office represents the tenant, Ms. Price & the 5 other members of her household so, our biggest 

concern is that they are living in a unit that's habitable & he should be putting them up in a hotel; Mr. 

 Notes:  
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Zach's offer was to have the family pay for the hotel, which would be credit on their rent; we were 

butting heads on that because now that the house has been Condemned, there's a strong argument 

that rent is not owed; yesterday, I sent Mr. Zack an email - a 24-hour Notice of intent to file an ETRA:  

fix the boiler or prepay a hotel for the family; shortly thereafter, I got a call from Curtis Berg, who is 

now representing Mr. Zack; Mr. Berg informed me that Mr. Zack is going to cooperate with paying for a 

hotel; so, I don't think we have to file an ETRA; I'm supposed to call Mr. Berg after this hearing to let 

him know how it went; and I was informed that the most recent contractor, LaBrash, has just pulled out 

of this deal

Ms. Moermond:  the phone book is full of licensed plumbers; Mr. Zack needs a new contractor to deal 

with the entire system (significant repairs or replacement)

Ms. Meyers:  we did relay that to Mr. Zack on Fri; he said that he just needs more time; hopefully, now 

that he has retained counsel, he can be advised on what he needs to do & the legal consequences of 

delaying

-sounds like we're going to work out the hotel for the family

-we would be grateful, however, if we could move the vacate day to tomorrow so that they'd have 

some time to pack up

Ms. Shaff:  I have no faith that the repairs will be done whatsoever; & I'm uncomfortable with running 

all the space heaters; I think that it's a way better deal to have the family in a hotel starting tonight so 

that we don't prolong a bad situation

Ms. Moermond:  and you are aware that Ramsey County also will provide assistance for families 

facing imminent homeless or who are already homeless

Ms. Meyers:  I have been told that but again, the legal obligation is on the landlord to provide that

Ms. Price:  I have 3 children in school & they use the bus; the 4th child is in college

Ms. Moermond:  there's a staff person with the St. Paul School District who works with families to make 

sure that when they are displaced, the kids can continue to go to their school

-you will stay at a hotel tonight but you'll have access to the house from 8 am - 8 pm

-we will send this to the Vacant Building Program; however, it's not in the VB Program until Council 

has decided; this will go to City Council next Wed, Feb 21, 2018 at 3:30 pm

-there's a chance that the owner will pull those permits today & have the work done before it goes to 

public hearing next Wed, Feb 21, in which case it could be re-occupied

Ms. Meyers:  I have to call Mr. Berg after this hearing to set up the hotel, so, I will let him know 

everything that happened here today

Ms. Moermond:  if Mr. Zack gets the entire system repaired/replaced before Feb 21 City Council 

Public Hearing, the City Council could say, "We're going to grant your appeal & allow you to 

re-occupy;" if he doesn't, it's extremely unlikely that Council would allow re-occupation of this house & 

it would go into the VB Program at that point

____

Deny and grant to February 13, 2018 to vacate the property.

2 Adopted As 

Amended

02/21/2018City Council

Adopted as amended (appeal granted on occupancy; extensions granted for repairs) Action  Text: 

2 Signed02/27/2018Mayor's Office

Signed Action  Text: 
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Text of Legislative File RLH VO 18-4

Appeal of Heather Meyers, SMRLS, o/b/o Tywana Price to a Condemnation as Unfit For Human 

Habitation and Order to Vacate at 1272 EDGERTON STREET.

AMENDED 2/21/18

WHEREAS, in the matter of the Appeal of Heather Meyers, SMRLS, o/b/o Tywana Price to a 

Condemnation as Unfit For Human Habitation and Order to Vacate at 1272 EDGERTON STREETthe 

Legislative Hearing Officer has reviewed the appeal and considered the testimony of City staff and the 

appellant; and

WHEREAS, the Legislative Hearing Officer recommends that the City Council deny the appeal and 

grant to February 13, 2018 to vacate the property 1) grant the appeal and allow re-occupancy, as the 

heating has been restored and the sytsems repaired under permit by February 19, 2018 and 2) 

require that the other repairs, outlined in plumbing orders from Senior Plumbing Inspector Rick 

Jacobs be completed and permit finaled by February 28, 2018; Now, Therefore, Be It

RESOLVED, that the Saint Paul City Council hereby accepts and adopts the Legislative Hearing 

Officer's recommendation in this matter.
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310 CITY HALL
15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD

SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer
EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us

PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574

February 8, 2018

Gerry Kaluzny
SMRLS
o/b/o Tywana Price
55 East 5th Street
St Paul MN 55101

VIA EMAIL:  gerry.kaluzny@smrls.org

Re: Appeal for Property at 1272 Edgerton Street

Dear Mr. Kaluzny:

This is to confirm that on February 6, 2018 at the Legislative Hearing, Marcia Moermond 
recommended continuing the above-referenced matter to Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 11:30 
a.m. in Room 330 City Hall for further discussion.  In the meantime, one of the City’s plumbing 
inspector will inspect the boiler and we will get an update at the February 13 hearing.  Also, 
Labrash Plumbing needs to pull a plumbing permit.

Any questions, you may contact me at 651-266-8563.

Sincerely,

/s/

Mai Vang
Legislative Hearing Coordinator

cc:  Fire Supervisors
Jacob Wheeler
Tywana Price, 1272 Edgerton St, St Paul MN 55130
Convenant Capital LLC, scott@convenantcapitalfund.com
Labrash Plumbing, ed@edsplumbing.net
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310 CITY HALL
15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD

SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer
EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us

PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574

February 16, 2018

Heather Meyers
SMRLS
o/b/o Tywana Price
55 East 5th Street
St Paul MN 55101

VIA EMAIL:  heather.meyers@smrls.org

Re: Appeal for Property at 1272 Edgerton Street

Dear Ms. Meyers:

This is to confirm that on February 13, 2018 at the Legislative Hearing, Marcia Moermond 
recommended that the City Council deny your appeal but will grant an extension to February 13, 
2018 to vacate the property.  Please note that you can only be at the property from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. to get personal belongings.

If your client wishes to appeal further, the City Council Public Hearing is on Wednesday, 
February 21, 2018 at 3:30 p.m. in Room 300 City Hall, Third Floor.

Any questions, you may contact me at 651-266-8563.

Sincerely,

/s/

Mai Vang
Legislative Hearing Coordinator

cc:  Fire Supervisors
Jacob Wheeler
Tywana Price, 1272 Edgerton St, St Paul MN 55130
Convenant Capital LLC, scott@convenantcapitalfund.com
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310 CITY HALL
15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD

SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer
EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us

PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574

February 21, 2018

Heather Meyers
SMRLS
o/b/o Tywana Price
55 East 5th Street
St Paul MN 55101

VIA EMAIL:  heather.meyers@smrls.org

Re: Appeal for Property at 1272 Edgerton Street

Dear Ms. Meyers:

This is to inform you that Marcia Moermond will amend her recommendation at the City 
Council Public Hearing today at 3:30 p.m. in Room 300 City Hall to grant re-occupation of the 
property, as the mechanical permits are finaled.  There is currently a permit pulled for the 
plumbing repairs not related to the heating system.  Ms. Moermond has put a deadline for 
February 28, 2018 to finalize this permit.

If you wish to appeal further on behalf of your client, please attend the hearing today at 3:30 p.m.

Any questions, you may contact me at 651-266-8563.

Sincerely,

/s/

Mai Vang
Legislative Hearing Coordinator

cc:  Fire Supervisors
Jacob Wheeler
Convenant Capital LLC, scott@convenantcapitalfund.com



On February 9, 2018 at 1:00 pm, DSI Senior Plumbing Inspector Rick Jacobs visited the property at 1272 

Edgerton, St. Paul, MN at the request of Marcia Moermond. Here are my findings: 

At the time of the inspection I was met by John who indicated that he was the tenant. 
I witnessed space heaters on as the only source of heat for the entire residence, approximately 4‐5, and 
asked John if the heat was on. John indicated that he shut the heat off (boiler) as there were “loud 
noises coming from the boiler and a strong burning smell”. He stated that he shut it off as he was 
concerned the smell would make his family sick. 
I proceeded to perform an inspection of the premises. 
Plumbing: 

1. The kitchen sink faucet is broken and requires repair or replacement. 
2. The second floor bathroom tub faucet fill spout is below the spill line of the fixture. 
3.  The water closet (toilet) was running the whole time I was upstairs and appears to need service. 
4. The backflow preventer for the fill line boiler in the basement was removed, and a “splice piece” 

installed where the backflow preventer was and must be installed. 
5. Much maintenance on the potable water lines appears to have been performed over the years. 

The connections are not code compliant and the piping has inadequate support. The water 
piping to and from the water heater is not to code. 

The plumbing repairs must be completed within 14 days with all repairs per the 2015 Minnesota 
Plumbing Code 4714. 

1. Replace the first floor kitchen sink faucet and repair the kitchen sink or countertop if required to 
adequately support the faucet so it will function properly. SPLC 34.11(1) MPC 301.1 

2. Service the second floor water closet. Repair so it shuts off properly once full. SPLC 34.11(1) 
MPC 301.1 

3. Replace the incorrect material and connections on the hot and cold water lines at the water 
heater and the exposed water lines in the basement and support to code. SPLC 34.11(5) MPC 
501 MPC Chapter 6. 

Heating: 
1. The boiler was not on at the time of the inspection to verify functionality, sound, or smell. 
2. The boiler was coated with dust, dirt, and needs cleaning. (Could be the smell?) 
3. Boiler piping has many repairs with different materials and unapproved connections. 
4. The boiler temperature and pressure relief appeared to be in the open position and proper 

function was suspect. 
 
The boiler should be repaired or replaced immediately, today 2/9/18 with all repairs per the 2015 
Minnesota Mechanical Code and Minnesota Fuel Gas Code and per the manufacturers installation 
instructions. 

1. Replace temperature and pressure relief valve on the boiler. 
2. Repair and replace all materials and connections to code compliant materials and connections. 
3. Repair any leaky heating pipes or connections. 
4. Clean the boiler burner and all parts and verify proper functionality. 
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Moermond, Marcia (CI-StPaul)

From: Ubl, Stephen (CI-StPaul)
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 2:16 PM
To: Moermond, Marcia (CI-StPaul)
Subject: FW: 1272 Edgerton St.
Attachments: 1272 Edgerton 02.09.18 R.J. visit.docx

 
 

From: Jacobs, Rick (CI-StPaul)  
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 1:57 PM 
To: Ubl, Stephen (CI-StPaul); Shaff, Leanna (CI-StPaul) 
Subject: 1272 Edgerton St. 
 
All plumbing corrections indicated at the site visit on 2/9/18 for 1272 Edgerton St. by Senior Plumbing Inspector Rick 
Jacobs have been made. 
Plumbing permits were received, inspections performed, and permits finaled. 
In addition: 
It appears all additional required corrections for the boiler have been made, all required permits received, inspections 
performed, and permits finaled. 
 

Rick Jacobs 
Senior Plumbing Inspector 
Department of Safety and Inspections
375 Jackson Street, Suite 220 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-9051 
F: 651-266-9124 
rick.jacobs@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

  

Making Saint Paul the Most Livable City in America 
 

“DSI’s Mission: To preserve and improve the quality of life in Saint Paul by protecting and promoting public 
health and safety for all” 
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