RECEIVED

JOHN G. HOESCHLER, P.A. SEP 26 2014
ATTORNEY CITY COUNCIL
WARD 7

800 Lone Qak Road Phone: 651-683-1868
Eagan, MN 55121 Fax: 651-681-6868
jghoeschler@comcast.net Cell: 651-324-1694
September 22, 2014
Mayor Chris Coleman
City of Saint Paul
390 City Hall
15 W.Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55102

Council President Kathy Lantry
and Council Members

310 City Hall

15 Kellogg Blvd., West

Saint Paul, MN 55102

Re: 2014 St. Paul Street Maintenance Special Assessment
Dear Mayor Coleman, Council President Lantry and Council Members,

For the fourth year, I must again object to your proposed street ROW assessments
against my clients listed on the attached schedule. We object that your street ROW
maintenance assessment program and the specific assessments against our properties
violate Minnesota law and your own charter and ordinances.

Specifically, your assessments:

1. Are not uniformly applied to the properties of downtown nonprofits in contrast to
nonprofits located elsewhere in the city and there is no rational basis for that
distinction;

2. Do not cause a special benefit to our properties or to any other properties in St.
Paul — they merely cause a general benefit, if at all, and that is not legally
sufficient;

3. Are not proportionally applied to all affected properties and there is no rational
basis for the exclusion of all properties above or below the first floor;

4, Are in excess of your actual costs with respect to propertles that are ass1gned the
commercial rates; :

- 5. Are so-inconsistently and unpredictably applied that the entire program is
- unreasonable and illegal, and there are no rational bases for those distinctions;




6. Are unconstitutional as to exempt, nonprofit properties because these are not valid
assessments but merely an ad valorem tax denominated as a special assessment,

We understand that you are well aware of the crisis in street maintenance facing
the city. We believe that a good part of this crisis is caused by the disproportionate way
in which the current program assigns the burden of street maintenance costs and the
substantial exemption it gives to the most valuable buildings in the City.

We believe there are better ways to address this problem and we would like to
discuss our ideas with you in a forum that would allow the more detailed, nuanced and
substantive discussion than is available in a mere 3 minutes at a public hearing on a
crowded council agenda. If you agree that the problem deserves better quality
discussion, please feel free to call me and we can arrange such a session.

Yours very truly,

G. Hoeschler

cc: Shari Moore, City Clerk
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